Aug. 28

Near Nr. Zoligs @

I was horrifled yesterdsy morning, when my wife rsturnad
from New York to Cip e Cod where wo have baen staying fop
the month, to find both your last letter to me and one
page of an answer to you that I had written July 31 and
never mailed , in the crash of getting my family packed
and away in a bliatering heat wave,

In that letter I was recounting what had becoms of my .
saarch for the Chamberia extracis. Since my father'as death

- my mother haa reorganized her house. Both my papers, dating
back to col:ege and thosae of mv father, were taken from

my old room when I still luved with my Ffamily and my
farerts of fice and lumped together under the heading

Papara. Since my father was one of the most prolific £ras lance -
magazine and politlical writers of his time the Papers
mumbey what should be measured not in pages but tons,

An in ldental factor to my search through them is that
there has been some preassure from a piblisher to atterpt

a posthumous blography of my fathsy aso I didn t juat. :
glance through trem rapidly,as I might otherwlss, have done.

The fast then ia that I have failed to find the extracts, .
This doesn't preclude the fact that they st1ll remain, I -
rether suspect now that my mother, fearful of them, for ressons
I bellsve T explainsd to you, destroyed them, although ashe
maintatns otherwise, . : , :

Turlng this time I have had a chance to think more about

thems At timss, 30 bizarre is the situation, I forgat antlrely
about the incident and am somewhat surprised to mecall '
1s indeed happensds The papers, it occums to me, of courss
could not be used by you directly. In the extracts T made
there was nothing of any "news" value, no new names kept ‘
out etcs Chiefly , T suspect, the extracts would bes of some valus
to reinforce any bellef that this men was more of an out and
out hysteric with a staggering perasecution complex., things
I'm ceartalin you have had. little troublas deducinge
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I roturn to New Vork Septe 4 and will go back to Newtown, Conn,
- with'n the weak. At that time I will give another searsh for
both our curlosities. I am very sorry about thia

unanswersd lottare I 'm also sorry not to have the pamp rs

in hand, Unlaas you hava not seen any of thege

ravings the extracts proabbly are not aa valuable as 1

would fliret I have belloved, howsver,

I wondeyr i you have contacted the editors of S amd 8
"who worked on the booke I think the name of the Moubleday
editor who turned down the original dlarvy as unprintable

as XKen McCormick although I am not certain about that,
They mtght very well have some very trenchanct things to
roport. McCormick used to bs a real free whselapr but

he has now gotten status as senlor editor and has hecome
protty much the carsful organization man. However they
could see little enough in the orizinal papera that made
aonse to risk publishing ths dlary.. and Noubleday

will publish the biography of s bat boy if it 1s legible.

hat cleanding job took placa before Witnesa appeared might
make a rovealing side plcture of American publishing.s '
sapecially in the hindight department .. applving AjJax ,
~the whitening miracla, to the past,

I will in any case make another efrort to find the

papOTrse

Pob rt Crichton
Corn Hill
Truro, Maass,

VT :
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Sept. 13

Near Nr. Zelligs : .

A nots in response to a question I discovér,
on re-reading your letters, you have asked
soveral tlmes. '

T am almost positive now that the date on which
I received the Chembera mamuigscrint was late
in Febs. or early in March of 1950,

The mase. was not really a mansucript in the

gensral term but a disjointed log, vart Alary,

part paflections, thoughts. As I recall it

was in very poor shape physically, inked oub,

sctached out, xxxxed out and plain shabby

and dirty, as 1f it had been carried about

in a burlap bag for mumbers of years, which

it well might have basen. He out things in fumny

placess This weskend I raburn to Conne and

. Trosume my aearche I am gotting quite interastsd

to £ind the exbtracts myself and ther begin bit

by bit to challenge my memorys I will lst

vou know if my hunt is or if it isn't auccesful.

Meanwhile I would look férward %o meeting with you
!

when you get east this gubumn, L'm #in the Manhabban
phona book, both home and off'k C;g;LkéZ;;:
. /;
+ _
Crichton
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N
Oct. 16 { 1i6%)

near Dre Zeliga k

T wrote this long because in & way I wanted %% reallv
to be for my own sake a kind of self-analysis. A8 I
wrote it all kinds of things I had forgotten came
back and for the sake of whatever 1t could posslibly
be wdrth T put 1t down ..e.ms8 much to get the scene

as anything olsee

I don't think I stated Lt quite hard qnough when T put down

my feeling about Cambers...that Iwesn t sure that he

was right or wrong but the feeling that this man was

a real nut., Tiat I knew he was neurotlc as he himgelf

was willing t6 reveal but not really crazy as a loon,

tc use the vernaculer. o o _ N
Ity sorry T dldn't at once offer to meet with you or
invite you homes I gathered you were having dinner

tommorow night and tonight I was golng to theatre

with other people and would have had a hard time

breaking this date. I suspect on such a short visit

you will have plenty to tram in all at once. I guess

all this writing here can tell you about all that I
03688 You are entitled to use any of i1t that ym migbt

wish to usee _

My very best wishes and call if

there are ques
get together. '/// (:/ijﬂj4jcﬂv
- w%Mm-

Talk about = nnt, by the wave The last ﬁbuse investigator to
come to the house.. one Jefferson Jones, no leas.. we droWe
80 miles back to NV to his suite at the Walflorf t0o charm
hdm. As we went he would point to vari us apte. in NV and
gay" See that house there. Abe Burrows lives thers. L'm going
£0 haVe to close his show{ Guys and ™olls ) next weelts Sad,
isn' t 1t? " What kin? of complex do you think he had?
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To : Dr. Mever Zeligs, concerning the Chambers papefs

BYorpg CHAMBERS {3{){5;‘:.2_5 o

-
.

Tn the wintar of 1950, most probably in late February or
parly March, through a peculiar colncidence, I came in =
posgession of the personal log or papers or Alary=jourhal -
¢I-don't know what describes 1t best]- of Whittaker Chambers.
A% that time I had had an outline for a book going the
round of publishers. My father, Kyle Crichton. also had

the mamscript for a book in a publisherts handsonln error,
instend of el ther returning my mamuscript or that of my
fother -1 was still living with my family on a farm

in Newtown, Conn. thenl= & bulky mamuscrlpt from

Noubleday was left -in in our mailbox. Before even
bringing the package back to the house from the road |

I opensd it and was stunned to see the pergonal papers of
Chamberg, At this time, If I am correct, ths second

trial was on or just overs The name of Thittaker Chambers
was Impresaive to say the leasts o _
To complicate matters, however, my father,Kyle had been

a prominant laft winger in the thirtles. Under the naome

of Robert Forsythe he had contributed scores of bIting, sabiri
gecathing weekly articles for The New Masses. Under his

own name he had been a wekl knowh, proliric aditor of
Collier's magazine. The House Un-American acbtbivities =~
committes had even then several times questioned my fathers
The FBI had questioned him on numerous occasiong and both
continued to do sos It will seem fanhtastic now, perhapsa,

but a person in WNewtown for example had reported to th

FBI that there was a cache of Russian gold inm our =
celler or attlc and several rather shamefaced agehts
-had had to come out from New Hmxwen and search our

house from top to bottom for the “gold',

For the personal papera of Whittaker Chambers to fall

into my fathert!s hands seemed almost to be some kind

of tricke Let us recall of the mysterlous use of

such f£oils and ploys as papers in dumdb waiter .
shafts, in pumpkins and now in the hahds of one of the
keeneat satirlsts the left wing ever turned oute I had .

no doubt that a rather glum, dour type as Chambers appeared %«
me to be wouldn't have learned to hate a wit like ny
fathere Through all of thls, moreover, my mother, a

devout Roman Catholic always in oppositlon to Kylets -
political and soclal beliefs, had become terribly upset

BOOL LIBRARY
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by these vlisita of Investigating agents, as well she mighte
She wAa , I recall 1t so well with a good deal of wryL e
humor, congtantly trying to get my father to reduce the size
of his mudsian librapy - a vast conglomeration, quite
catholic in taste, which contained everything from the account
the Russian trials to Fumgene Lyons and the great volumes of
Trostsky - to no availe, When the FBI agents arrived'tﬁey wers
dutifully ushered into the room containing the books and
if they noted this they never showed any sign that they
dide _ o .

I declded right then that I would hot t8ll either my father -
or mother about the Chamber's papars, at lsast right then.,
I stuffed them back into the mallbox for the moment, posaibly
steallng a dramatic leaf From Chamber's own book of | -
techniquese But Imagine me standing on a country road with
these private notes in my hand. I could quite easily |

see my father reading through them ( i1t would have been
lrresistable to anyone who could read ) and then '
having some agent arrive, claim the mss. and begin
a public grilling with the fact of my father actually
reading these private paperse.I was quite naive, perhaps, but

T ¢ould see my father gebting a public shellacking he might ne
recover from, _ ‘ _ _ ,

When my family was at luneh, perhaps, I went back out and
got the papsersa since I was afrald to leave them out all
days To be returned they would have to be re-~wrappede
I snuck them up to my voom and hid them in g clogsete
That night, I suppose at about bedtime, T took them

out of the closet with, naturally, the firm intention |

to wrap them up and send them m»ight back whers they cBme e

frome If anyone came I wanted them sealeds Put T'm & writer,toc
- and a noted anoop an? before T could ever get string ground -
the papers I began to reads : )

What I read, as I wecall Was‘ridiculouS" absurd incredidb i
forhgtening, sad, disiliusioning, weird, » inomedible,

The pages to begin with were, for the most part, tyned with
mich writing in, scratehing out, underlining. T mghb well =
be ‘wrong about this but the bages seemed to me of the
kind that come from a bound notebook which can be taken -

- out by apply%gg‘ggessure on thg back of the book, The |
ages were old aml grimy and 4 a ] The

pag Svidontly boen brommd.d 9irty and stained. The papers

W et q,:\‘ia\.u&-CL Cae ?




[ Let me make several points plain. At the time I was 25

' and had Just gotten out of college having lost threée years -

| time in the war. I was qulte naive in many waysd. I was '

. ' not sure about the Chambers-Hizs cage. I dldn't like the way

.~ | Hiss defended himself but I suppose that I was certalnly

. predisposed to favor his story. One reason for this was

. that T didn't like the ldea being used in the seconfi trial
of khxdwiwx bringing in as witre 83 & man who you admit
lied about this and this and this but did tell the truth
about this., With leftwingers, howeVer, I was quite capable

-+ for the fun of argument to take Chamber's side and

..present a good cases ] ' _

What I‘read,[howevergiamazed'mb.'Against nmy better T
Judgement, because as the night drew on T atlll had| visions”
of the knoek on the door and the reyuest for the manuscript,
I began copying exitracts from hore and there. They | =
had no sequence and I don't think anything I copied/had
any real political or news value in the sense of shédding
hew light on Chambers revelations. I copled them betause
they were so exaggerated, so obviously lunstim, Tt is

a falling in me that I am known as & person wlth a low .
tolerance for psychoanalvtical argument , uhderstanding

or insight. I am not really interested In exaggerate
mentalities. They all seem pretty ymch the same. I
more interested in the problems of sane people. Put
copled extracts, finally, because they wmevealed %o
to show a Chembers so Ffar gone beyond the line of
being able to see reality that it made me incredulou:

fmhisii

time the eternal Hiss- Chambers debate came up thabk|

: I would whip out one of these qoutes and ask a rers
' to give me an honest apprhdsal of the mind, of the
- of a person who could write such a page or paragrap
: I would then, of course, clinch the case by announc
. that this page of paranoid ( 2 ) remblings, wretche
self-pity, sinking with SIef-abOmination,"self-dis
and then whirling sbout with such ridieculous charges
1 arainst people and situations - what even I could s
. a8 a persecution complex mounted to s pretty high 4
. that T finally was simply bored by the whole thing,

I remember feeling that this ended mv real interast
the thing because the man was simply some kind of

a ma‘man throwing out charges something might hit o
and even be right but the man doing it was so obvio
desperately in need of some kind of mental treatmen
that to e¢redit him was s Very dangerous bit of busi

HARMARD LAY SCHOBL Ul
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I read through the bages all that night. For a time T made
notes in longhanfl in a notebook having no idea of what I might
do with them. Because of the position of my father I knew

hn fact that I wouldn't do anvthing with them, It didn't
oceur to me that I couldn't do anything with them, that they
were & man's private propertye I think I Just felt rather
incredulous that nlght reading this famous mants =~
intimate wordases When my hahd got tired I finally typed 3
& bunch of notes, making coples of certain pages and paasages
that seemed espelcally incredible.iT wasn't worried about my
family then as I often typed at night. I would simply tell
them T had a good story and was " inspired™. I was, in

a waye |

;N%;? Dr. Zeligs has aksed me to recount if T could the tonési
- Lof some of the writings. This T wouldn't dare attempte |
The styde of Zximme Chambers is at once apparnt 1t Beems to
ms, even to the untutreds e has a remarkable ear for
those dark, hesvy, brooding words, thosa ominous, -
tortured groaning kind of words, a certain old-fashioned,
dark-velvet doqm'ﬁﬁoae that reminds me of Edgar Allan Poe
crossed with some elatorate Russian noveliste. Everything
was written as if composed on an organ, ponderous, L
muted, charged, highly dramatic dropping into gloominess,
Fe really reminds me of a Dostoevikian hero as Imagined by
‘Dickens; dangerous but ridiculous,

In‘any case I copied the notes bscause I simply felt it
might be important to show someday that the man wag =~ '
perhaps more deeply disturbsed than was apparant, I mmisx made
about 38 or 40 pages of oy transeriptions. The next

- morning, looking like a Nostoevskian figure myself, I'm
sure, I took the papewrs ocut of the house under my ovencost
and mailed them back at once to Doubleday. I think I was craft-
ehough’ not to include a note but I'm not suree I proba Hly ‘
wrote something like " Wa got these papers by mistake angd
didn't read them, Honestiy, "

A couple of years later the House Un-American commitbee.;
sent an investigator‘ouf to Newtown for a closed sesslon,

house ridding the place of anything that smacked of being

less than approved by Sen, Taft, Junking copies of P :
the New Republic and even Cormonweals I was not at homs then, -
I came up to be'withthe'family cn the day of ths Investigatsion.
I wondered about those papers being in the house » BYyself, but

HARGARD LAY SCH
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g8ald nothing about them. I never had sald a word asbout theme .
Later when I searched my closet for them, however, they o
wore gone. Lt is my belief that ‘my mother, inapired by

the best intentions and motives, did away with them ‘

in some pumpkin of her own called an incinerators I have _
made a dilligent search through all of my father's offecta- he
dled three years ago - but have never found them aince.

If T were forced to titls those Papers and publish them

I think something like THE NIARY OF A MADYAN - The Ups and
Downs of a Tormensted Soul , or a LETCON OF LUNANCY etc etc,.
would have been more like #t, : S

Certain background sections of Chambsr's 1ife which I recall a
ear In Witness have been very nicely cleaned up, brightensed u
and given the face of sanity. Had the details baen put down
in the way I recall them from the pRpers, right or wrong,
the man would have been lmughed out contentions To have -
published those papers without extensive hingsight, editing,
polishing, second-chancing would have cartainly been of
no service to Chambers or his cause. I don't know-
didn't secions from these papsers appear in Life or The
~ Poste Somewhere I recall reading extracts from Chamber'g

- dlary mainly becaitse I reecail the feeling of seeing at

once that these khix wers the new, slicksd up, presentable
veraion of something troublings and then myself feeling that
I couldn't now say anything about the true dlary formy =
famlly's sake but even more so that no one would

believe me anyway. I hadn't had the foresight to arm
-myself with one of these 1ittle micpfilm cameras that
would have come in so handy and preserved the true Chambers
notes for all somedav to-see.. as well they still might
I supposes ' o L




Wehvers

Maxrch 21, 1969

Immdmtmmwminmumﬁthabook
on Shittaker Chambers that I am writing under contract to
Simon and Schuster, _ :

Inviuofuﬁabmxt(udmll,ugmmblymu

m,mﬂdmwiblybecatmizednamnmn,
is there anything further (either for or without attribution)
thltymrmldbevulmghouymthinmbjact?-

!branythingatullttatwucmhellm,lasmreymtm
be nost grateful.,
Very sincerely yours,

wWwilliam A, Rexben

WAR:od




larch 25

Year Mr. Reuben :

You will find it rather odd to learn that I have
never opened Zelig's hook to read what it was he
said I said to him,

I got to dislike the man and when his book came out,
which he sent to me, I just couldn't open it. The reviews
were about as bad as 1 suspected they would be.

I see that now I will just have to open the hook

and see if I have anything to add to what Zeligs says

or take away from it. I suspect I will want to

say something because it was the nature of Zeligs as reporter
to tend to only hear what he wanted to hear. That's why

I was sorry I ever opened the can of worms .

I never sac any part of the manuscript of .itness.

Yhat I was sent was Chamber's diaries that later were fashioned
into witness. Or at least served Chambers as a guide

for what became Witness. It never occured to me before

that some editor such as McDowell might never have seen

the original diaries but only a first draft by Chambers

from the diaries. As I told Zeligs the diaries were sent

to me in Newtown, Conn. hy mistake from Doubleday where

Ken McCormick was the editor. As far as I know all McCormick has
ever had to say was that he didn't think the diaries, so
disorganized and confused, would be able to be made into

a coherent, good book. I never read ‘/itness myself but McCormick
was obviously wrong . I have looked énough into Jitness to know
nowever that someone made some mighty changes from what was in
the diaries. I made extracts totalling over 20 and almost 30
pages the night I had the diaries to show the world the

chaotic state of Chambers mind and then never knew what to do
with them. My father , an ex-semi Communist who used to

write biting sétires on american life ( including the leds -

he always said if they won he would he the first shot ) under
the name of Robert Forsythe for the New Masses, was then

‘being questioned off and on by the HUAC. Our house was searched
several times by the FBI because the New Haven office was told
by some crank ( who we used to invite for cocktails and dinner
and who kow, wouldn't you know it, has retired to So. Cal. )
that we had hoards of Rus-ian gold. They, the agents, used to get
pretty embarressed but search away they did. My mother,

in terror that they should find the Chambers extracts, burned



them although to this day she denies this and denies ever

having seen or heard of the papers. Ih the hectic state of the
times 1 was sure, when I opened the package from bouhleday, that
it was a plant and that the house would soon be surrounded and
we would be caught in illegal possession of state papers or

some such thing. vWhen nothing happened about midnight I crawled
under the covers in my ice cold room like a kid reading forbidden
books and read through the night, acting very much like

Chambers himself%would act. The whole incident is just about

as looney as mos!- things that semed to happen to this
extraordinary man., At the time I was commited to thinking

Hiss was innocent although I found it awfully hard to swallow that
business of crossing the room and looking at the teeth and
announcing that he knew a George Crosley or some such,

I will look up the Zelig's account and ses if it needs

re-stating, 4fﬁ fj _
- - -~
/ ( / I 4 ::_ ‘;Mi .

It still ranks as one of the most iniri uing cases anywhbre

and can occupy an entire evening around the table after dinner,
I have always felt that there was indeed something there
between the two that had l{iss been able to own up to would

not have been very serious and which, in the denying, made the
case blossom all out of proportion. Given a man of Chamber's
fantastic qualities, it didn't take much blooming either,
A lot of people today seem to be harnang on the Dosteoevskian
aspects of homosexuality, latent or not, and the classically
divergent social backgrounds of the two. It is just possible
for example that sowmeone like Chambers would actually have known
arx a Lee Harvey Oswald in his Gorki travels ( and also
understood him 5 where Hiss never would have known him or
understood him,




lear hir. Rauben :

] nave just looked at the extract from Lelig's Hooke
shat he puts down is right for the most part. I see
the probelm that results from tie wording, however.

hat T saw wasn't a manuscript but an enormous nile of

notes arr.nged in a rough chronolopzical fasliion and

as such referred to by me as a diary . iut it also wasn't

in strictest sense a diary. 111 I have ever been able to assune
was that this was indeed the basis for witness. 4s _

1 mention in my first letter, it is possible bavid rie jowell
never saw all this material.

st then what did he buy etc. that resulted in <itness.?
it is quite nossible that after the douhbleday rejection
Chambers took these very dissarayed notes and whipped

ap a more organized, coherant outline for a hook and this
is what Mciowell worked frome

hat bhothers me is the silence from Doubledayv. lernans

Len Mcllormick vas the only person there to read what I

read. »hy did McCormick turn the hook down ? .ith the
incredible pubhlic interest in the case almost anything

would Le nrinted, especially by a house like soubleday who

nave never heen known to sty away from a hook merely bocamse
it lacked literary merit. To me the only answer can he that it
must hove been as big a mess as the pages I saw, so

bad, so disorganized that even a hardened editor like teCornick
saw no hopes for it ( and, presumably, Chambers.

in immortant element to this story involves time, Tie wmore

1 {hinlk back the nore certain T am that I got these notes
hile the second trial was underway. Lhat amazed ne was that
Chambors would think that a hoox could be brougiit out hefore
tie case was resolved. I speculate that he was nretty stra ved
for money. ihere is also the chiance that liiss would he found
not guilty and Chambers' one chance for monetary success would
¢o down the drain and he wanted to get someone commited '
o a bLook before that happened. The reason for this recollection
on my npart is my remenbrance of the day the second frial cnded.
1 was in Dethel, Conn when the papers were delivered with



2

the hanner headlines that iliss was cuilty of perjury. 1
bought a copy and went into a bar Ly the raiiroad station to
read it slowly over a beer. 'il:e bartender and some of his loyal natron
sotted the headline and talked about the case in the manner
of so many small time , small town patriots who pxemsbckhex
EXERXEX excercise the largest part of their patriotism

wy playing the illegal slot machine in the hack of the
smerican Legion club,

" They oughta take that bastard and line him up against the
wall etc etec _ -

1 recall clearly saving " listen, i could tell vou some thin’s
ahout the other ~uy... ' and then deciding to gimply shut ure

The chief t ing about the notes was the fantasy that the

Cormunists were coming to cet him. ile would be in his farmiioure and
see them, as dusk fell, ringine the edee of the woods and ositioning
themselves somewhere out there in the dari waiting for hiim to

male some false move. .ie would harricade ninzelf and fanily

in the house, gun at the ready ( bot' nistol and rifle I thinx 3
and prepare for the long nicht seize. I quess he tonestly tolt’
that if he went out in the night they would met him. the next

entry would bhe that he went down to Laltimore to see so and So about
getting a job. 1t dawn thepe murderers always secmed to nelt away
It secmed to me to be a kind of classic statement of the
persecution connlex or certainly of a simmle paranoia. From

the reading and the notes i took there was simnly o escapin. the
fact that he was suffering vario.s forws of delusions. ue

also seemed to have a pretty heichtened idea of the effect his
leaving the party was having in the Us Communist party circles and
in Russia. I don't recall doubting much of the straight

informatipn in the notes bhut the conclusions drawn from it-

the results of asy acts were over ~dram-tized, out of proportion
thue verring on delusion and fantasy. he writing was not often
.distinguished and 1 recall thinking , in going through [iiness,
that Chambers or someone had done na excellent editing or

re urhishing, Chambers him=elf or (' ambers with an editor. ot

that Chambers didn't have a good style: it;didﬂ't seem to he
apparant in these notes. _ o

1 have often wondered whatever happened to that _package of

notes. I mailed them hack to joubleday, iike Calwhers would,

just about when the sun came up. T didn't want them around.

T algo think 7 enclosed a letter to Ken McCormick relating that

I had indeed opened the package , mentioning that 1 couldn' resist
reading a few nages and that I was returning it as fast as I nossibly
could. lie doesn't recall any part of it ps 1 bave brgueht it
up once or twice with him at RAXEXEX jrrtgsh’ 7 '

. )“ff-
‘ . 7 / ;/f
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jpending ‘the start of 4. new

* " reflections- and philosophy “The..:

" "book. was culled from a great. " j
' . many cartons of ‘papers stored .
‘o -om My Chambers's -farm-: in.. -
- -"Marylaan -and: the' somewhat:

-_rwjacke't will show-the- ﬂeld.'
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:f'¥€71 have very good contacts at Random House. I could

. first advance uncorrected galleys so you can

-

} I wa.s startled to seé thls. I send 1t 1n case you
. might. have mlssed 1t°:;ﬂ~- : | |

P - s ‘\. .

:7ffAGAIN the papers are edlted of course.

possibly get you an early look, I might. suggest‘-
- 1if you do not yet have a publisher in line that -
"“ you write Random House and let them know of your
work, They should be much interested, of course, o
“ and it would be worth their while perhaps to senﬂ you

.judge what is in thematerial, You mlght want to Lo
. .contact Norton Taylor and then again you mlght not. = - S

" By contacting Random House: it "shouldn't be construed .. = -/

- as any commitment or anything. I would suggest wrltlng]*

Bennet Cerf directly and he will turn the letter éver

( I am.assuming ) to the editor handling the book, . -

- ::}k _B.e'st . o
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3t Roy CohniPhysicist Is-Found. D dy-ce o
Wife and Partner Diedin 60
IPSWICH, Mass,” Nowi 4 .

CAP)—A. physicist whose wife
and partner were found dead of

1960, was found dead-today.

Frank QGeist and -Dr. William
Wigglesworthz They had:.re-

) Assistant
Jarney Irving
i assigned to
9hn by Sheri-
‘uperiors,”
«tharged - that
#ls leaked in~
¢y Pearsom, a
ithe Washing-
T newspapers|
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“1s of encour-
‘olved .in the
» talk franik-
- from . Life
r prejudicial”
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Dr. Johnson's wife, Nathalie,

and biochemist, were found dead

now. 11, The Johnsons had two

known in the Alger Hiss per-

jury. irial., They examined the = ¢
typewriter - Mr. Hiss used to - -

write messages to Whittaker
Chambers. At the trial Dr. Nor~

" to The Wall

Mr. Hiss. |

cyanide poisonings on March 10, .

_The body of Dr. William. -
Johnson, 47 years old; was found,
in" a bedroom by Patrolman -

cetved - telephone calls: from a.
person they declined to identify.

and his partner ‘and friend, Dr. -
Daniel P. Norman, a bachelor -

by .the Johnsons” son, Lorne, -

older children: The deaths- of -
Mrs. Johnson and Dr. Norman '
were-laid to cyanide taken .in.
cocktails, No motive was given.. ..
~The two .scientists . became.

man testified that tests showed - -
the typewriter had been used by
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Nov. 11

Nagr Tre Zeligs 2

Tn the chance that you missed this small 1tem T
gend it along to YOllo
The heading of the clipping is absurd in not mentioning
ths Hiés cpee sonawherse | | |
- But fhis just becomss one more bizarre side lssus. Cetaln
cases seem to sabablish thieir own dark color and everybhing
after that becomes taired with the glum hues, What we have
here éra several flgures of great intersst ( since Hism
gt111 hangs his case on the tampering of the typewriter )
1nvolved in a double suicide under wild circumstances and
a later one wlth mysterlous callse It all certainly
would seem to come from the dark brain of Chamberse I know
thisj no self pespecting sditor would allow such stuff
to be included in a work of ok#x fletich. Too implausible,
too meloﬁramatic, too obviously unresls Wel here it
Se J\r-

t wiqbea :

.t
[ ’ 4\,\\&\\:

/V " Som\:jfw \/ Zf‘jﬂ 7; /\ W"’*WV -
/VMU/ 7% 9/(// /V’U )/
/Aﬁ/zu



