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1 had only three encounters’ w1th Whitaker Chambors, 80 I can hard--
ly say that I knew him well. : The first occurred in the early 19505,

'.afat the height of the depres51on, -when he wrote a much-praised
- story: about the resistance ofifarmers to mortgage ¢losures by the

-Ibanks. It appeared 1n the New Masses and created 2. stlr.-

“'I had, at that tlme, just flnlshed & winter. of worklng as a hired
" hand on a farm in WISCQHSIH.afThat was part of my plan to learn .

all about the American peopleiby working at various Jjobs--hoat =
hand, steelmill worker, wharf: worker, knitting mill hand, etc.---

" and wrltln@ a -play- about each’iexperience. A ‘rather fanciful idea,

.cently: and ‘written:a*book about i

though I note that a college: preSLdent ‘has done exactly this. re- ...
“When I read Whitaker: Chambers
tory, Can_You' Hear Thelr Voices? tgpught I.could ‘use. ‘some of:
the” plot elements for ny farm play-and wrote for perm1851on. Some—

- 'where, in this time, I net hlm.; I recall thinking that he seemed

~very cocky and arrogant in’ ‘his assumed knowledge of just what
should be done about the depress1on, labor and farm organization,
polltlcs, and . economlcs My ‘farm play wasn t Very good 1. destroved

___1t and saw llttle of w. G fc : ‘whlle.

' Encounter No. 2 came some years later “I got a call from him" say—
ing could he meet me- somewherey" ‘since he had something to. talk. over

s with mes I suggested my- houge’y’ hlS house, al restaurant———no,,f,
. none would do... A% his suggestion,” though I though he was . actlng

very. melodramatlcally and belng ‘rather sxlly, haxsuggaata T met:
him in:a cafeteria, somewhere;in ‘'the Times Square area, far back

”;Vﬁln ‘a remote gorner of the place, reached. by WLndlng $hrough - all:

- outofihis mind m puttlno'o

- 'sorts.of. underground (subway) passages.. ‘He ‘was mysterious about
~the purpose of all this.™ Flnally, he asked if I could get a
Washington news reporter I knew to pass on 1nQ£%est1ng informa—
tion about U.S. politics. This was, of course,jEHe great boom ..
in spy stories and spy books and T was simply” amazed Who ‘was".
the get this information? He*grlnned a toothless-grin and: p01nted
a stuopy thumb at hlmself ought simply -that he was. elther

ome great act for l1terary purpose

“Maybe hé was“playinz spy (although I didn*t“even think“of it“as

spying), as I played, for literary purposes, at being a wharf hand,

a3 sailor cn an o0il tanker,-a.factory worker, a farm laborer. In.

any case, I said I:did not know. the Washington man well. enough

to ask anything like thati hewouldn't ‘do. it if he were askeds :

and it was entirely out of my:line of act1v1ty Actually, I thought

the whole thlng was Jjust 5111y and w C. was sllghtly crackad.

Then I heard no more from him: fof years ‘I did,however, hear ahout
him., I ran into an Armenian composer of nusic one day- whom I had
met earlier (I have completely Jforgotten his name ) who, in. the -
course:of chlt—chat $0ld me. a.fantastic story about W.C. He said
W.C. had taken a trmp by . Pullman coach to Washlngtcn with him.
Tdon't know’ ‘what the compose Eof music was going to- Washlngton
for,but-I gathered that 'W.C.:had some: government business in-
Wasﬁlngton to attend to (so’ the composer ‘said), To save money
they shared a single berth, _Accordlng_to_the_composer, W.C.

made - homosexual approaches.'

At the tlme of the Hlss—Chambers eruptlon you probablv heard




*”"1was that W.qQ, had, in the meantime, Darried a woman who useq o
. to live in g house over on Tompking Auare (where the Christadory

2

" all the Tuors T heard about the homosexual'aspects of the cuge

. Bvery newspaperman knew them,” he only thing T knew, for a fact

“House Subsequently stood).. - It waa owned by an Irish undertokerp
who dccupied the front'housg._;Behinddhis prlace, through g

courtyard, was the rear;hbuqe,”with;a Herald-Tribune reporter

)

and myself on one side;;anq;on the.other,Gurley Flynn and Cario
Tresca, ang fsther Chemitz;and-another girl from the Bouth, whe
. had written a novel called}TO Earn'My'Brggg (name or author fopr-

gotbeq),_we all thought.the;two:girlg,were-1esbians. Certainly,"

: ESt%Ei.wa .very masc%%ine?;pﬁspegch,'dress, and manner.ﬁuakérﬁﬁmﬂ
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Of course, this Wasvall;pumbb‘and“héa:say and may have no basig

- in fact-—the homosexual1el§ment, I mean, . The Communist Party
~at that tipe, as I reca;lgﬁpaSHdenounclpgfupmosexuals'aspdegenerat

. -and .f-‘de_manding_-'-thein_?-._expulsi,on.__, That.seemed .to e silly,"just

fES“theféttempt;_oqlthe part, of lert Sympathizers, %o make g. .

L I AU Lo : e

The third ang last time T met W.C. was at a Screening of g movie
in a preview‘movie_projectibn room Somewhere far west in NYC,
- The movie wag made-from_Robept Sherwqod*s_play, Abe Tincoln Tn
Illinois. T was reviewing movies' for ke Tife magazine. - Ly
. . 8irl named Helen Robinson, was with me.
On the way cubt we ran into Whitaker Chambers. He was Leviewing .
-movies for Time. I.said hello and. kept my mouth shut because,

by this time, T had heard the wildest stories about him, Everybody
' I knew on the TLuce publicatibns,(this was at. the time when the’
staff includeqd Dwight_McDonald, Archie NacLedsh, James Agee,
Herbe:t'ﬁolotow,”Robert Cantwell,'Jphn Hersey, Ralph'Ingersoll,
ete., ) thought=he;Was'plaln'cpazy. He was reporteq to keep a &
‘gun ‘in his“desk ang had”tol_; : . that ebody.was-tryingn,,“

to mupdep”him...Nobody 1ike_dhim;mH lkeptﬁaloof.from_all Luce ...
staffers and 'acted da ned . strange.. " B vever, this’ meeting was i
“the Tirst “time  ToWAR “ap 14174 “Bed D connection wWith Time-I,ife
activitieg, Helen-Robinson_asked him how he liked the movie,

"I'm sick and tired of that half-baked liberal crap," he replieqd
fvenomously.  He went on-a bit in that tenor. Helen kept on
questioning him coolly," I thoughty T don't want to get into
this: the man is off-his_trolley. Of course, there . is a Lincoln
‘myth; but the idea of attributing it to g sinister "liberal™"
conspiracy seemed to me utterly wildg, Lo :

‘Yearsflater,_on reading Swangerg's ﬁarnﬂ Luce and His Empire

(not Harry, I'guess) I noted that he reported Luce considereq.
¥.C.'s review of The Grapes of Wrath the best review of any movie
he had ever read (or,somethiqg,lik31that);J "Who wrote 1t?" he
;askedfaﬁd“from{thengonlW.Qeﬁngareer;was;On its way. I never saw
“that review and can't get it{in'Portugal but I often wonder if

he didn't then, too, condenmn- it .as "libera] crap," Otherwise,
- I doubt ir Harry Luce would have been so ecstatic as 4o label

1t the best movie review he‘QYer read. Luce, as far ag T could
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{“pind, was never interested in good writing as such. TIf an arbicle
concurred with his opinions, it was great; if it didn't, it was
bad, For one of the dummies of Life magazine that I worked on
in the summer of 19%6 (my first months on Time Inc.), he wanted
a-+long article on Chiang Kai-shek and China, T read ‘all the -
books and wrote a fairly;objébtive“piece‘about the Chiang ‘Kai-
sheks (both of them), theleﬁmintang;”the long trek of .the
communist forces, who had eluded him and now threatened to over-
throw him, I was, of course, .very naive. T actually took the
mime Inc. editors at their word when they said they wanted ob-
jective'reportinga‘”'Luce?wgsffurious;‘“Oh,“it's'good journalism,"”

he.snapped;i"but you're way “of£,"  Then, gomewhat more moderately:

"~ nTf you don't mind, I'1ll have somebody ‘else take -a crackiat this.”

He;turnedfitfoverfto.Goldsbqqpugh,f“The”article, when it appeared
(in either DummxLorjRehearsal%éthe*twolprepublication{versions}of

.,QLIFE);ﬁﬁadﬁchiangiorganizing“ﬁheTjOuth“of“China*intc a“great, power-

feating the Communists, ete. ‘etcs ete. Not long afterwards Chiang

had fled to the_bos@m"of'thé}U:S.uNavy.in’Taiwan; 1Tt .must have

: beqn_aﬂfearful”blowgto"HarrgTLuceg“'Godfhad’let him down. .

ful force, arousing the moral fervor of the Chinese people, de--

T don't know that W.C. and ‘Laird Golddorough were on Time at the
same time. My-impression"isﬁthat~w.c;'was Goldsborough's successor.
Goldsboroughly was pushed out rather early in the Spanish Civil
War, when he aroused a veritable deluge of furious reader corres-
pondence DY his prQ~Franco:pieces,'onE”Of-which blasted "the rabble
that dared to risejagainst*their*betters.“_(Memoryg may not be
totally accurate).’ The‘whple”staff'revolted,-too. Tuce was some-
what shaken. The rule'hadfbeen-thatfnobpdy ever touched G's COpy:
it was sacrosanetb. You'll'get all of this in gwanberg (which,
wilfred Sheed ©O the contrary, seemed to me a very accurabe pic-
ture). But at this time Ralph Ingersoll had become publisher of
Time. Ingersall was reputedly having an affair with Lillian
fellman and had dewveloped some -liberal ideas. One was that the
American public didn'® 1ike Franco, that it was Franco-—and nob

the rabble--that had risen against their betters, and that Golds-
borough had outlived his usefulness on Time. For other slants on
- the subject.of Golddor ough yaread ‘Charles .wWertenbaker's .The:Death "
of Kings, which tells of the staff revolt within the organizations
John Brooks' novel (The Big Wheel}s Merle Miller's That Winters
Kenneth Fearing's The Big Clock (simply & murder thriller with

Tuce as maniacal killer), ete.

I did not know'Goldsboroughe—I used to see him in the hall, but
he was a monstrous—Looking-mam, hard of hearing, scornfully indif-
ferent to anybody elase on the staff, hated by all, and laurhed at
" with his Rolls Rogyce and his chauffeur. My recollection, but I
might be wroung, is that'he'had.committed suicide before W.C, came
to Time. W.C, Was much more skilful and much more sinister, of
course. He wrote, reputedly, from the communist inside and pre-
sumedly knew from experience how . exigent was & God-directed cam-—
paign against the communistimenace, Tn this, of course, he saw
eye to eye with Tuce. ¥ : :

If ybu can find copies of aﬁstaff newspaper, written inside the
office and distributed in m}meograph form, BBERILXYEM 1t.m1ght
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,"”give'you gome additionul data. Tt wag called High Time, T recal

'éEAQ“#Ehgp;g;ex Eing was disturbed because High Yime quobted him (King)

e
/

e,

as sayingkbe was displeased with Archie MacTeash's Forbune articl
about the Jews controlling Wall Street, MacT.eash wrote that, on
Ches contrary, many of the leading Wall Street houses were anti-

- Semitical:and kept Jews off:their staffs, ‘Harry complained that
Macleash failed to explain.why ‘everybody disliked the Jews”
King objeted not to High Mme's reporting this but to attributing
i 0 him, ight M nald might ' i 1=y i :
it to hi ﬁDw ght hachjgigﬁn;ght have coples of High Tlmeﬁ)

One other story: The Time Inc. staff had a sort of party to raise
money for the Spanish loyalist., Margaret Burke-Vhite, I recall, -
guve some big photographs, which were auctioned off, Luce sent
-out an official;memorandumﬂobjecting?to“this‘affair, Time had

to bé¢impartia1’and*objectiﬁe;'he-complained;““ The staff must
not.permitrthe,readerS“ﬁo“infer that it'took_sides;;_In'viewgofgq,
_the;obviousﬂslantgpiﬁGOIdstgough'sﬁearlybstories“on‘Spain’and“””'
in‘view of 'the fact that the ‘ataff party was strictly inside ghe
organization,-everybody was incensed. They were-gimilarly incensed

' when an order came down from'Il Tuce's office a bit later stating
. : that writers for-Time;TInc:ﬁWere not permitted to wgite anything
Juﬂ%ff whatever~-books

y articles, stories, poems, I suppose-- for otherp .
publications. There:was considerable objection and eventually,
I believe, the order was rescinded. Or athleast,_it-faded_into,

I.left LIFE early in 1941, “I'‘Was not on the magazine during the
heyday of W.C.'s career there-~-and during the Hiss arfair. The
people I knew on ‘Time, Inc., of course; all considered V.G. com-
Pletely psychotic. But after 'that day of the preview of Abe
Lincoln in Jllinois I never ‘gaw him agailn--nor wanted to, I
suppose-this“ends ny story. - ' S _




