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Desevoise, PLiMpToN & McLEAN

MEMORANDUM

Interv1ew with Mrs. sdary Gillis Skee

Digest of
at 1507 Visconsin ivenue, 1&«511. 7. D. €.
Tel. wicnigan 2964, Junus ary 12, 1949
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I was employed curing lzy, 1?38, bty the Curnegie bn-

dowment Fund %o v.‘or!' with Dr. %Willjam Hay uanning of the
Latin-American 5ffair$ Pivision ana icter dur ing tnat year of
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Lin S o e qardy : '
& 1ew aoors down, wus a mﬁ_l basement offics, There were

aecount for visitors. This ofifice conteined files of the
accounts of the State Department and in some ceses these ac-
counts referred, I helieve, bo mater ial that could have been

extremely se;ul UQ an ou siﬁer,*' I wus not interestsd in

the subjeet t*er'oi these files but rather dSSibLLQ Dr.

Henning in o btaining from and returxinb to t;o cablnets cer-

tain ducumeutb.“Atn wulch ne was concerned in nis work (wnien .



dTuthU of & four-volume scurce book on histori—
cal developments in the Department of S‘ta-:te:,'}. It wo_ulci
have been entirely rossible for anyone WNO Hnew whal he was
looking for to walk in from tne street snd "corrow" any
papers from these filies,

In the auvtumn of 1933 I was woved to thelyinden buila-
ing on 17th &na F Streets, teo an office nexi to that of |
Dr, Manning, Some ﬁanths latér, inu smuch @s the Lepartment

needed thst spuace, I was movad to the Treaty Livision Librury.

I was provided there with desk spuce on which to do uy edit-
ing tut did not make use of the material contzinec in this

o}

ibra*v.‘ Tnls material consisted in large part of treaties
and documents reluating to treaty negotiations. Tnis wmeterial
was scsttered all over the room in napnazard fashion, with
dusty files lving on window sills snd tables. I never looked
et any of these docuaents because I never nad ocecasisn to

do so, but, at a glince, I could see that thev consisted or
printed materlals, typewritten matericls witn cavéring let-
ters, and other m1°ce11ane0Ls papers. I often saw people
comne into the Library and pick up some of these papers and
alk oui'with them. In one instance I remcmber tvo pevple
from the Treaty Division -- I ﬁelieve kGith Miller wES one

of these == coming in anc grabbing up a sheaf of papsrs with
tﬁe loud comment "these unilsteral treatiés_are a nﬁisance,

I hate to come down here because things are in Stch a mess",

and then dashing out, Agaln, T believe that anyone could
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Noveamber,. 1942,
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have walked in there anc selected any pépers desired in or-

der tc "borrow" the same., In no instance do I recall the

Department?s ever having used & register -- that is, & puper

e
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or the distrivution ana disrosal ol documents,

accounting

In 1942 T was woved to the Hill Buiiaing on 17th

otreet, wnere I had no opportunity to observe anvtoing of

concern to this problem. In Decesver, 1941, our entire
inoved to the Encowment building, ana in

my employment with tne kndowment wags termi-

EERS l.-'

nated,

On t&o separate occasions I muve been approached re-
céntly by FBI agents, who have inquirea vhetner or not I knew
anytning about the "Woodstock typewritert, I know notining
atout any such typewrlter, but it ig my belief tnet 1if v,

Hiss were guilty, the typewriter coulc be found only at the

bottom of the Potomze.
It 1s my recollectlon that there was & grext dezl of

Jealousy, backbiting and personal rancor among several of the

persoanel in the Treaty Division and in the Latin-imerican

T

Afféirs Division; particularly, I rceccall that Lr. wanning vas
transferred from the Latin-imerican Division as a result of
the ambition of aaother man wno wanted his job.

Because of my deslre to see Justice done, I will be

glad to help in any way I can and, if necessary, to testify

5. emv——

in court. ¥ L
g‘- ' N, J. BKEK
e Restoration of Antiques
MARY GILLIS BKEE E
% ANTIQUES ?
®  1ma7 wisoanain ave. MIBHIDAN 2084 @

g



