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Searc.: for Typewriter

December 20, 1951

I had = long talk with Donald Hiss in his office in
Jasnineton on December 20th. I asked him particularly o
tell me in his own words evervthing that he knew at [irst
hand about the sesarch for the tvoewrltor wnich resulted in
ite bein~ found in Apfll 1949. The following 1s roushly
what he told me, not by any means in hisz own words. [ am
using the first person SlﬁDlV as & convenient device for

Oettlng the story down.

T knew that we nad been hunting Jor thie typewriler

sver since Chambers Tirst broucht out thie letters. 177
24pst eontact with the hunt was when Mile Catlett came
to see me ot my home, sometimeo, I thinlz, in Pebruary,

198, I puess T was out of town at the time., He loft
word with the maic that he wanted to see me, and she
told hiim to come back & couple of days later.

“ten he came baelk T was thorc. He sald to me "I guess
wou know want I want to talk to you about¥. I ssid I
.d*dn't. Te said "Uell, don't you now?  Some people
have been around to sce me"

"visgre they our people?", I said.
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"oh, no", he sald, "they were the IM:l

I asked him wahat thev wanted. Ile sald they were looklag
for a typewriter. I sald, "so are we. Do you lmow whsre
it ige!

"sure, I know where i1t is", he said. I asked nl
1t was, and he sald 1t was in hils house in P Su
tne closet, I told nim that if he knew where I

would like to get hiold of it. He sald that wag
would brinm it right overe. ~

1 rememhered that Ed MeLean was coming down ©
the next way and I thought it would be better i -
the typewriter when ZId was there. B0 I tola him To 79 and
look in ais closet and see iIf the typewrlter wa
and come back and tell me about it % noxt dave.
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e came hacl the next dav. I don't remember whevthor xd
cias there. Tike said, "I looked in the closet, and |
iantt there, but I now where 1t is; 1t is over ‘at patrs".

T said "Pine, let's mo over and see Pat right away." I
~o0% my car oubt and drove him over to Pat's. Jhen we gzotb
there we asked Pat about it. He sald he hac had 1t, but
thet he nad given it to his wife t2 use. She had typed a
few things on it, but had found that 1t wasn't much mood.
“e said ne thought that after thet he had probably given
it to Burnetta. I asked him if he coukh't get some specl-
mens of typing his wife had done on 1t, and he sald he
would trye.

while we were driving bacl, liike said to me, Mpatts wils
won't give us any specimens, or talk about it at all. She's
Just scared.

Then, I can't remember just how soon, Hd MelLean cams dam
to Washington. He and I went to Pat's house to ses whetisr
we could cet any of the specimens. Pat said his wife hadn't
been. able to find anv. He sald he was sure that lurnetta
had had the typewriliter while she was living witn Dr. Laster,
and that we micht find it there. Somebody sald they thought
that there had been a fellow by the name of larlowe who had
"taken Lirz., Daster back to. Texas after Dr. Haster died, and
that tarlowe probably would know where the Uypewriter was.

"arlowe lived at Logan Circle.

d McLean and I drove out to Logan Clrcle, taking ililte with
us. Mike went in to talk to Marlowe. ¥When he came out ne
gaid that Narlowe wanted to set some Information, and that

ve had bebtter come hack later.

I thinle that some time before thils I had sald to l'ilke that
if he really could [ind the typewriter, I would give at
least £100 to get hold of it. Also, at some time while I
was workins along these lines, I cave him $35 in casaz to use
for cab fares or things like that.

e came back to Marlowe's house a little later; I don't
remember whether Ed McLesn was with me or not. HMNarlowe s
he still didn't lmow where the typewrlter was, but he put
in a telephone call, and talked to somebody he called "Bill*M,
e sald, "Bill, you've got that typewriter, and I want 1t
right away". I asked who Bill was, and he salu that Bill

was the fellow who had moved things out of Dr. Zaster's

house after Marlowe got back from taking ¥rs. Zastzsr to
Texas. Ho sald thet Bill had btaken the typewrlter and a
yvellow weashing machine as part payment for the moving jobe
e aslted him where Bill lived, and he told us.,

2id



-3=

hen--T think it was the same day=--1 drove lilke over
to Billta. I thougiat it mirnt not be too easy for a wnlte
man to get the answer, S0 T asked ¥ike to mo in alone. He
came out with a young, pother thinnish, fecllow, whomn he
introduced as Bill. Bill sald, "T haven't cot the type-
writer, but I know where 1t is. T will take you there."

g0 I drove Bill and illke over to a nouse they told me
was Lockey's house. Dill ané lMike went In. Tnen they
come out they sald they had talked to i'rs. Hall, that
vrs, Hall sald the typewriter had been ricgnt there in the
house on & table for a long time, put thet we would have
to talk to Lockey some time when he was in about the
typewriter. -

The next day . I drove Mike over there apain. He went
in, end when he came out he said that Lockey was a very
sick man and couldn't talk aboub the nachine, but that
anyhow he had junked 10 quite a while 2g0.

As we drove back Mike told me thab there were a couple
of junk yards falrly near Lockey'ts house. I told him to
check them over, and a bit later he came back and said he
nad Pound the washing machine and a typewriter in one of the
junk yards. I asked nim how ne knew 1t was the washing
machine, and he said he knew it because it wasgs a sort of &
vellowlish color. Ee said the typewriter was a Royal. I
told him to go and buy it out of tne junk yard and bring
it +to me. He did go and buy it, and I kept it for probably
six or eight months. I was sure it wasntt what we were
looking for, and I told kike to keep looking.

aome time labter Mike came to me and said he had been to
see Lockey, and thet when he got there he had seen an
™31 car outside, and so didn't Gare go in., I asked him
how Me knew 1t was an FBI car, aind he said he had loolied
at the speecial little green parking card on the windsnield.
T told him to zo back and try asain.

A little bit later he came back to me and told me he
nad gone to Lockey's house again but that Lockey was still
too sick Lo talk, and wanted sbsolutely nothing to do with
the typewrlter.

T can't remember just when 1t was that Harold Rosenwald
went out to Detrolt to see Burnetta Misher. It may have
been after I had been to Pat's house and he nhad told me
that he was pretty sure Burnetta had had the typewriter.
T do remember that Harold called me and told me to go out
to Marlowe'!s shack, which was opposite Dr. Taster's old
house. I took Mike out there, and we found the shack and
looked it over, but we couldn't find any typewrliter. ile
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went to the next door neighbors and asked them 1l they
knew anything about it. They said they remombered that
it was out in the long prass, and we hunted around in -
the long grass for guite a while but couldn't find it.

The next thing I remember is That Ed McLean and Harold
came down here, the Thursday before Good ¥riday, I think.
They were worrled about the inconsistency between Lockey's
story and krs. Hall's story. They drove off somewhere
with IMMike, still loocking for it. I wasnt't witih them. On
elther Fazster Sunday or the aay before, Ed lcLean called
me eand sald thet he had gotten the typewriter from Lockey.

He asked me to get in touch with the Catletts and tell
them not to say anything about it for the present.

I have no particular idea just how Houston was drawn
into the pileture or whether he was around at the tine
¥McLean found the machine.

After the machine was found I remember I gave Mike some
small sum of money, because he sald there had been some
siclmess in the family, and I was grateful for the work he
had done trying to find the machine. Over all, I am sure
I didn't give him more than about $65 or $70.
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Addendum by CTL

I aslked Harold Rosenwald on December 23rd if he could
straighten out the timing of his Detroit trip in relation
to the above =ztory. He sald he was sure that Donzald went
to Marlowe's house first, and that Marlowe was drunk and
could give no information. This was presumably the time
when Donald went to the neighbors and hunted in the grass.
ATter tnat Harola went to Detroit to see Burnetta; Burnetta
confirmed the Tfact that Marlowe had taken the mschine; and
Harold called Donald to tell him to try Marlowe again. This
presumably occasioned Donald's second visit to Marlowe.
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