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. In a memorandum from the Director dictated aﬁ(}/ @/iﬁg
2¢36G p.me, March 19, 194G, the Director civised he had talked ¢
with the Attorney General on that date; that the Attorney General
said Senator James 0. Eastland (D-Mississippi) hod colled him
and stoted he understood the FBI had o file on Alger Hiss;

. that +the Senator said he understood IJis8 was involved tn the

Canadicn espionage case ond that he wanted +to see ihe file.

The Attorney General said he hod seen Secretary of State Byrnes
thot afternoon, and Byrnes said his relations with Senator
Eastland were very friendly. The Director told the Attorney

zeneral thot the Senator had also called him agnd made the

same requests that the Director had sent Mro. Clegg over vo sgée

the Senator and Mr. Clegg erxplained +to him that the files were
confidentiol and could not be shown without the ocuthority of The
Attorney General. The Director iold the Attorney General that the
Jenator further stated that he knew the Attorney Generol well '
and would try to convince him thot the Jenator gshould Bsee )

the files privately. The Attorney General told the Director he
would not do this. The Director toll the Attorney General

that the Director felt +this was o thing for the State Department
o work out with the Senator; that ue (the Bureou ) hai given

the .State Department all we had on Ijiss and they should work out
some thing with the Senator so he would not press an investigalion.

The Attorney General further stated that Secretary of
Jtate Byrnes wanted to dismiss Hiss but had been told he cannot
do 4his without giving him a hearing as he is G Civil Service
employee. The Director told the Attorney General he did not
think a hearing would be wise as the moterial ig confidential
and if it were not used there would not be enough evidence
ggainst him; that the Director thought the best thing the
Secretary of State could do would be to move HIssS to an
innocuouns pvsition where he world understand the situction and
resigng that the Jecretary of State should take Senators
Connally and Vandenberg into his confiience as they are [friends
of his, then fthey will understand the situation. The Attorney
ceneral said he would call the Secretary of State and tell him
thise. % ‘ , ' ' :
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