January 19, 1945

Conversation with Karl Helfrieh,

Forstmann Weolen Com Passaie, llew Jersey

"I talked to Mr. Helfrich by telephone touay.

Yiielfrica was assigned whittaker Chambers 23 a roommate at the
beginning of hic freshman year at ¥illiams in 2 rtember 1920,
vhey roomed in Morgan Hall., <They both arrived & few days be-
fore ccllege opened and furnished their rcom and mude the usual
prevarations rer beginning or college. Helfrich had never seen
or heard of Chambers hefore.

“Helfrich thought that Chambers acted reculiarly, seemed rather

worose ana devoted to reading tie scripture,

“The night college opened, there was a dinner for the freshman

clasg in Currier Hall. Helfrich asked Chambers to ro with him
&

to the dinner but Chawbers said that he would not 5c, that he

preferred te stay in his room and read the Bible.
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Therealter, over a period of some six weeks, Helfrich re-
cedlved a pumber of very lomg letters frem Chambers written
i

onghand ruaning to over twelve pages each. They described
veeuliar adventures of Chambers which Selfrich thought at the
time must have been invenied. He cannot remember much about
Cil cACeDt e inciuent in which Chambers told about having
been in a mining camp and of having seen 'murder at the worst
under @y nose.' In ocne of these letters, Chambers mentioned
the high school graduatiocn incident in which he delivered the
essay that he had been told neot to deliver. It was an essay
on Woodrow Wilson which Chambers suid was very critical of
wilcon and in very bad taste.

"elfrich's new roommate after Chambers lett was George
Dezener. He read the letters and may recall more about them,
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"after Chambers had been gone about six weeks, he wrote
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that there would be a letter at

Helfrich a letter saying

the rcet office addressed to scme other n:re. telfrich
does not razemb th Helfrich to
get this letter i 'szbers 2t his
few York address.

“ielfrich went to the :Oat office and found the letter
there, He and Degener decided that it might be soze

to sepd a letter ad-

crime in tampering with the mails ¢

dressed to one person to another nerson. They decided
that they concult the president cf the college
about Lh, d. Befeore seeing Ur. Garfield, they
stean °d open the ietter and read it, They then scoaled it
ur 28 and teok 1t Lo Dr. Gerfield. Degener was with
well at that rvicw.

Yorp, Garfield spole at some lergh ebout whether he sheuwld
open the letter and finally decided he shou ld This was
amusing to feifrich since he kpew all the time wial was

in iz,

"Aftar they had read the lotter together, Garfield teold
then to forget about it and leave everytihing in his hand
and not to answer any further communications from unulber

"The letier in question was one written by vhittaker to
himself. Helfrich cannot rememver much about it excepd

that it was 'a we;rd racital.® He was reminded of it when
he read Chambers' 'The Devil' urticie in Life.

it dealt with some mystic communion beltween Chambers and
the Levil or something of that sort. There was nothing
about Comzmunism in it.

"about a week later Helfrich got another letter fxneonm
Chambers in which he s3aid he was digarmointed in Helfrich,
that he was not the man he had suvposed he was and that
he sust have teld somebody about the letiers because he,

Chanbers, had received a visit from sowme postal inspecltors.

“"Felfrich did net answer the letter, never heard from
Chambers again and has never sesn him zince the night he
left college."
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Mr. George Degener ' o
R.F.D, Fo. 2 S o
Millerton, N.Y. 12546 | o

Dear Mr. Dege@er: ﬁ

I am addressing this leﬁ%ei to you in connection

o
a book on Whittaksr Chambers thgt I am writing Eﬁgiﬁh
. contract to Simon and Schuster. o ‘

An event that occured during Chambérs"brief sojourn
rat Williams College in Spetember 1928 iz of pivgtal '
importance to the man's life; and in the hope that you
might be able to shed some light on i%t, I quote from

In & book which Viking Press published in 1967, Erjendship
gnd Fraticide by Meyer A. Zeligs, there is a further reier-
ence %o this episode in which (at page 57) you are identi-
fisd as a person who accompanied Helfrich to the post office
and who is then later involved in the discussions with the -
late Dr. Garfield and with the postal authorities. .

Since Dr. Garfield is dead, and since Karl Helfrich's

memory of this episode was not too clear at the Hiss trials
(and since he was not able %o locate any correspondence
relating to the event), I wonder if you yourself might be
able to remember anything at all about this puzzling episode
in the 1life of a man who later came to have such an enormous
impact on the life of this country. ,

I am also curious about the fact that Helfrich was called

as a witness in both Hiss trials but you werse not, apparently,

‘asked to give testimony by either side. 4y curiosity on

this point is enhanced by the fact that in the papers of
Edward McLean, who was chief investigating members of the

Hiss counsel for the first trial and who 1is now a federal
district court judge for the Southern District of lew York,
I have found a reference, based on & telephone conversation

he had on January 19, 1949, to this same incident; in his
memorandum of that date Mr. McLean had noted:

" Helfrich's new roomﬂata after Chambers left
. was George Degener. He read the letters and
- -may recall more about them.
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'°.Would you be able, and williﬁg-(for or without attribu- |
4ion) to tell me anything at all either about the inci-

" dent itself or about any of the possible reasons (1f you

’ yourself are aware of them) why neither side chosse %o
call you as a witness at the Hiss trials? 7 a

-,f*‘jﬁbr'anything ét‘al1'that you can tell me to help broaden
-~ my understanding of Whittaksr Chambers--—-—any impressions

" at all that you retain of the man-—I assure you I shall
’ be most grateful. E , ‘ - T -
' R o ~ Yours very singerely, E

 William A. Reuben

WARscd



