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1.. 'ihe single summer durirg which I ssw Ch wbers in
washlnﬂton'was_l”34 and the morth, August

I saw vhanbers in the apartmelt/mv husbena, John

n "ashlngton. Neitiex my huskting cr Chembers

| Tosedt t¢ me the nature of “their connecticn. Uh mbers
would ~pre ;so;etmmeq in the mornirg, sonetimes in thre #fterno. n.
I dia notfknn arythirg avovt hin excert that he was rtferreu te as
warl, It was terribly hot, he liked the iced coffee I mude,

Vie tal ed mpo t o variety of subjects ~all related to leftist
act1v1twes, here end abroad., §

It should be clear thﬂt I was a well-kno'n riter

and deflnltelv Teft., 4+ was never g cardmcariylnﬂ Comrmunist but
it wes offeu assumed thot I was because I did have. the conficerce
of the rartv:]’ln fact I could not'have made sore of tie trips I
was to noke, dn.vuba, Germany in 1935 withcut the relpful tips and
connectiong: rrpv:ded by the- rarty. Iy own conizdejce in the turty
begai, to shtke in 10935 and oc thaurh it 1 4ay sound, because of
some . of - th erv changes whick the. o_);ulal Meft “ere welconed.

‘ on o f children in- husuia, remarkably progsr secive,
glrls were se}ar'ted frou boys and military
erd for very young. bovs. utdllh was recomuending
iving prizes to mothe*sfa la Hitler end htuuojﬁnl.
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j[}here Va8 never: the slwghtest doubt about "Carl.

ely a'Cemmunist ‘and de nitely conrected with soie

cover. operatlons. Jo nherrmonn'ts position was alsc

_he  couln nuve ‘beern r rarty member; 1 never wnew

”amblv 1ence wa trivutine cause t. our

o Gomy kno*]edwe a certain

part of ‘ihe Com ris.s ir

it wasimore eor less of
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E%un in fact
ks 'in 1917,

. 2. The ¥BI came to sec me first after the traals
bout Hiss. They wanted informetion or Hiss. I had

2t Hiks, dbut from my knowledge of whatjnight be miims

#d vommunist cells in “ashington, I never believed for s
n% the exact charges Uhambers leveled &gainst him, The

R - I in Washington was no% always very clever, so far as I could

~Judge, and I might say that as & correspondent I had some reason
to truast some of my findings. But they weuld never have been
80 siupid, in my opinion, as to expose a valued men like niss,
to the cell process. Hiss would have been secfet, with a man to
man connection. I never believed the testimony of the ex-German

”” .;Gommunist“Hsdda Mgssing, whom I knew very well, and had good

reascns for thinking she was a rank opportunist and a ligg.
On the other hand, I did believe that Hiss was in deeper than
he ever disclosed. rerhaps for personal reasons he couldn't
say all. bBut I do not think it would have been possible for him
as a very intelligent man to commit the blunders allegegd by
Chambers. wnor would.the ¢ ﬂh bungling as they were in other
mattersjhave put him‘an exposed position where he might have done
Bol

Hiss's lawyers alsoc came to see me, because of my
Leftist stance. But my pcsition had already altered by the late
‘forties. I had beeu fired from my sibu¥ation on the ¥erman desk
of our propaganda agency in Washington in 1942, I have written
about that, and also avout the trip that John Herrman: and I took
to Russia in a published work in new American fleview £3 and it
might be a useful for background 6f the moods of the time, its
intricacies, and various types of ogposition to officialdom, to
read it, 1t is called "fmmErmtizxx Yesterday's Road" and is
part offiong work which 4 am now attempting to complete on the
the 20's, thirties aund witn references to nOW all along the way.
I had been too profoundly upset by the purges in Rusgsis of 1937
to be quite so upset by the Nazi-Soviet pamt as some of ny
contemporaries, but I knew Ytalin had brought in an Ice Age., .

... 1 never became & violent anti-Communist, regardless, and I may

voo'home in Ferndale, “he visit to my house was supposedly

say that 4n my opihion that view was t. o easyt 1t became a racket
in a certain period and made o many intellectuals passive during
the Mecvarthy period. I neve:r hesitated to speak ouvt in that
period, and in fact wrote =z pamphiet in defense of harvey 0'Connor
for the Emergency Civil Liberties then., :

R " I never saw Carl in the vimiwity of hrwinnaifyl

knew Moexim Lieber well; he was my literary agent and I visfted his
. 43 de by
- an lmportant factioni of an agrarian commission of fhe uUpfimunist
“Party, which was a viable reason, as Jdohn Herrmann had
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interested in the farm movement and had even worked
are in Washington. He had also helped to orgauiz
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