July 25th 1949.

Interview with Mrs. Noel Fleld

Although I hed not mentionned the purpose
of wy visit when I announced it by phone, I was received
very kindly by Mrs. Field. I wes shown into 2 med1um
sized resscnably comforfable bedroom-sittingroom,
Many framed photographs were on the wall and on the
tables.

I opened the conversation by asking
ifrs. Field whether she had followed the case of Alger
Hiss. She replied that she certeinly hed ard that her
source of information wes the New York Times., ¥hen
I referred to the fset thet her and her hushsnd's name
had heen mentienned she told me that she had reazd in
the New York Times about the repeated esttempts of the
brbsecutor to introduce Mrs. Massing a2s witness and tﬁat
to her surprise she had seen also her and her husband!s
name mentionned in this connection. All which she could
-find out from the papers head however been thst there
was talk of & certain conversation - details of which
were not mentionned - which allegedly hsd taken place
in her and her husbsnd's aﬁpartment.
_ I then told her that according to_the story
of Mrs. Massing she.had met Alger Hiss during the dinner
in her zppartment and that a‘conversation gbout the

mutual co—operation in the socielist work had teken place.



rﬂrs Field immedi-e% tely. dénied. thet M:*s."rdéssing
and Alger Hiss had ever met in her appsriment. She conf irmed
that both hed been meny fimes her end her hugbandis
guests, but declared that they never were invited to-gether.
She said that she could remember thils distinetly becsuse
her appartment wes very smell and therefore they had
never lerge porties. They necesserily seldom included
more then four to sixwpersoﬁs.

She continued thaﬁ eveﬁ 1f her recollection
should be wrong in this point she wes definitely
sure thet no such conversation as I hed mentionned
had ever taken plece in her spgsrtment. Tﬁe small
slze of it would have excluded a privats talk between
Hrs. maséing and Alger Hiss. There were no privete
corners in the livingroom &rnd nobody gould earry on a
con%ersation unnotized by the others, She ssid thet
she doubtless would remember z conversstion on
such an unususl subject if it hed ever tzken plzce in
her zpparitment.

I then gave her detalls on this conversation
on the basls of Mr. Mc Lesn's memorandua (without handing
it td her of course). Mrs. Field shook her heed several
times during my explenstions end denied violently, that

such & conversstion had ever teken plece in her home and



confirmed agein thet Alger Hiss and Mrs., Msssing hed
never mat there,
I told her thati 1t would be very valusble
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to have glsc the opinion of her hushasnd. She repl
that her hushand was at present in Prag snd expected

to b2 back in Geneva at the end of summer where he
commted to stay For some time. She szid thet he
doubtless would be very glad to see me and explain

his own recoliectlon. She herself planrned to go to

Prag within a few dsys and would tell him about my visit
and sk him zbout his opinion. I then teld har thet

we might have tc have sn effidevit Trom her snd her
husbhend lster on and asksd her where I could rsech har,

She replied that she had no definite plizns for the

next months, but counted on staying in Geneva with

the exception of 2 few trips abroad &s the one to Preg

which she Just mentionnad. ¥eil would slweys resch her

" through her prssent sddress. Under those circumsténces

1 asked her to give me & 1ittle handwritten statement
confirming the main point. She zgreed to prepare suéh
& note for our next meeting.

‘ She concluded by expressing her warm and
sincere thanks that she wes informed directly on the

development and she &ssured me of her full co-operation,
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She suggested to see me agein in Zurich within a few
deys. Ehe wented to memorize the statement of Mrs. Mossing.
She had esked me previausly to show her the memorandum
I had from Afmerica end glve her & copy of it. I told
her thst th;s wes not Feesible. |

She gt times lbogad rather worried during the
conversations and once expressed elso something to the
efTact that such 2 "publicity” would mzke life very
diffieﬁlt for her znd her husbznd in imerice.

Before I left I asked her whether she could think
of any motive for ¥rs. liassingls ststemen#.. She geve -
this point some thought and then replied thalt et present
she ecould think of none but she would think it over &nd
mey-be forward some possible explenation on our next
meeting;

With renewed expression of thankfulness from her
pert the interview was clesed. It had lasted sbout
35 aminutes.

The meeting tock place at the appartment of

]

the twb gisters Doess, 27, Rue Volteire, Geneva. I

have had considerable trouble locating Mrs. Field.

At 71, Rue des Contamines they hed left without a for-
warding eddress. In the phone book I found the follewing
address: Unitarien Service Committes, 37, q. wilson,
When I called up there, I was told ﬁhet Mr. and Mrs,
Field hsd left the service for quite some time and that
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thelr present addfess ﬁas unknoﬁn. The Americsn Consulate
had the address of 17, Rue du Vieux Ccttage, but was
informed thsat alsq this address had.been changed. After
gome pressure snd pointing out the fact that 1t was
extremely important thst I should see Mrs. Field, the

girl in cherge of registreztion finelly told me that if

it was something vary imporﬁant I could reach HMrs. Fleld
through Miss Detty Doess at the sbove mentionned sddress
of 27, Rue Voltaire, Geneva. Apparently Mrs. Field stays

et present with the Doess sisters.

b, pheeklis
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