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; + AT LYNBROOK, IONG. ISIAND, NEW YORK - September 17, 18, 1948:

Inasmuch as 1t has been determined that Chambers' par-
ents had resided at 228 Farle Avenue, Lynbrook, Long Island, New
York, for a number of years and that his mother is presenily re-
siding at this address, the following investigation was conducted
for vha nmurpose of obtaining information concerning the back-
ground of Chambers and his family. _

At the Municipal Building there is registered the death
© of JAY CHAMBHRS, father of Subject, at the age of 53 years, on
Qetober 29, 1929, A certified copy of this certificate of death
“on file with the DiVIETon of Vital Statistics, New York State De-
partment of Health, reflects that the informatlion appearing there-
on was provided by JFAY CHAMBIRS, JR. (the Subject), then residing
at 228 Farle Avenue, Lynbrook, Long Island, and is as follows:

"The father of Subject, Jay Chambers, was born on Qctober 17,

1876, in Philadelphia, Pa. He was sarried to LAIA WIITTAKIR.
his father's name was JAMES S, CHAMBERS and his mother's paiden
/neme was MEDCRA E. CARPENTER. It was indic "that the father
#-.0f the Subject had resided in Lynbrook for ears. The ilfme-
diate cause of his death was stated to be nic hepatitis.m =
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The following persons were interviewed in the neighbor-
hood of 228 Farle Avenue, Lynbrook, the present address of Sub-
ject's mother, _

_ Mz, and Mrs. Winfield Delong, residents at 217 IZarle
Avenue since 1930, advised that Mrs. Chambers, mother of Subject,
was gracious and friendly in a formsl manner, ¢onfining lLer ac=-
guaintance to a greeting or nod of recognition. Their own cur-
iosity had prompted them on many occasions to ingquire of others
as to the Chambers' background and they were amazed to learn that
no. one seemed to_have any vartiocular information about the Cham-
bers tamily., 4hey added that the grandmother of Subject was
ffeccentric" while living at 228 Earle Avenue with her daughter;
that she would appear on the streets during the suimer with a fur
coat vundled about her and carrying trinkets. Not having seen her
for several years they inquired about the grandmother of Subjectt's
mother, who advised them that she had no longer been able to at-
tend her mother a&nd had committed her to an institution.

j Mr. and Mrs, Delong further advised that"in the past.
several yvears they had extended several invitations to the mother
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of Subject to come to their home for dinner but that she had
repeatedly refused, stating that she retired early evenings.

She did, however, promise Mr. and Krs. Delong that she would vis<
it their home to inspect some art DPieces but she never came. NT.
and Mrs. Delong added that it was their understanding that- there
vere only two sons in the Chambers family; namely, Richard, who
had committed sulicide, and the Subiect. They could recall that
about elght or ten years ago they saw Subject and his wife ab
SubJect's mothert's home but they stated they never becaie acouain-
ted with them,

Mrs. Meler, resident at 219 Tarle Avenue Tor the past

Jeight years, advised that she could rrovide no information con-

- cerning the Subject or his fuwily. She added that she has seen
the mother of Subject very rarely in recent months,

irs. A. Jandrews, who lLas resided at 222 Tarle Avenue,

i Tor the past ten-years, and whose residence is adjacent ©o that of
Subject's mother, stated that she rad never become accuainted
with the Chambers family. She added THat shé has seen the mother
of Subject on several occasions during the nast ten vears and that

+ thelr acquaintance was limited to an. exchange of greetings. She
added that the mother of the Subject tries, through the use of cos-
metics, the wearing of a red-brown wig, and a style of dress, to
appear younzer than her actual age which she eatimated to be in
the early seventies. She could provide no further information con-

cerning the Chambers family,

) A Mr. Whitcomb, who resides at 225 Farle Avenue, upon
interview was found to be uncooperative and refusedto divulge any

informaticn.

' Reverend Charles (. Xane, Methodist Minister residing
at 24L Barle Avenue, advised that he was not varticularly acgquaint-
ed with the Subjeét's mother and imew very little of the Chambers
family background. He stated that he had visited the Chambers
hozle on one occasion and during the period of time his female as-
sigtant, whose name he would not furnish, had lived in the Chambers
home as a roomer., This sssistant has long since moved to Califor-
nia because of 11l health and her present whereabouts are uniIp wn
to Reverend Xane, On the occasion of his visit to the Chambers
home he noted that the interior of the home appearcd to him to be
& small museum cluttered with bric~a-brac, art pleces, antigues,
etc. Rev, Kane professed that he would have en joyed imowing Sub- -

- Ject's mother as she appeared to be an interesting person %o him
¥ but because of her attitude, while not unfriendly, it was inmpossi-
- ble for Linm to cultivate a closer acquaintance,

Mrs, 0'Sullivan, a resident at 248 Earle Ave. since
could furnish no information whatscever and was surprised
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to learn that the Subject and his family were the occupants
of 228 Earle Avenue.

: Mrs,., Smith, a resident of 252 mWarle Avenue since
194k, was not aware of her "notorious neighbor" until she read
the newspaper accounts on Subject., She could provide no infor=- ¥
nation,

Mrs. George Morsan, resident at 290 Esrle Aval ue
since 1909, and her married daughter, Alice, Jointly ovrovided
the following information., The Chambers family was living at

- 228 Earle Avenue when Mrs, Morgan first came to live at 290

farle Avenue in 1909, Richard Chambers, Subject's brother, used
to play wivh her son and the Adair boy. The Subject, wholi she
-mew as Vivian, did not mingle with other boys and was not a

. lixable erild. He Seemed to prefer Staying At hole réading and
V8 termed a_sissy by the neighborhood children. . When both
- the Chambers sonS grew 6lder thelr Hss561ation with the neighbor-

hood ehildren ceased inasmuch 88 the neighporhood children went

to the local high school and the Chambers boys went to the South
Side High Sechool in Rockville Centre, Long Island., Tre Chambers
boys weré continually in their mother's company when seen on the
streets, Mrg, Morgdn aid her daughfer Hever knew Subjectts father,
excspt by signt and reputation, which was that of a clever, bril-
iliant, znd competent artist snd illustrator. Their acquaintance
with Subject's mother was limited to brief conversation on general
topics, however, the Subject's mother was considered to be bril-
liant and gifted, acting vigorously and vivaciously in all her en-
deavors. Her personality, although bleasing, was theatrical, lead-
ing one %to believe that she may have had a professional backgrouad.

The only knowledge Mrs. Morgan and her daughitér had of
Subject's grandmother was a rare Sight of her walking on Merricik
Road talking or looking at no one and with both hands cupped hold-
ing articles. BShe wore a fur coat in the warmest weather snd was
considered to be a mental case by the neighbors.

Mrs. Morgan snd her daughter could not recall Subject's
living at 228 Farle Avenue during the past ten years, and the last
tlme she saw him was at the funeral services of Crambers:! brother,
Richard. Summarizing, Mrs. Morgan and Ler dauvghter advised that
vhe nelghborhood gossip was to the effect that Richard had acquired
the alcoholic habit, which accounted for his marital unhappiness
and, consequently, resulted in his sulelde; further, that SubjJect
retained his effeminate mannerisms as he grew into manhood. They
concTuded—by stating that Subject s iiother has operated an antique
shop in Hempstead L. I. for the past year. ' ,
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AT LYNBROCK, L. I., NEW YORK - September 22, l9h8:

Mrs. Chegter Talfor, 96 Lenox Avenue, who taught Sub-
ject in the seventh grade at the Limbrook Elementary School, ad-
vised, together with her husband, that they had no knowledge of
the Chambers family origin. Thelr Imowledge of the famlily was
confined to the following informatinn. Mrs. Talfor Tecalled
Subject as being a sissified student, who constantly waliked home
from scéhool with a little glrl nanied Vermilea, and who she now
believes is married and has the ‘name of Mrs. Sinclair,

According to them Mrs. Clhambers, the mother—of SubJect
vose » rother odd dharacter, but gcnlal and progressively active in
ccmmuﬁ”fj‘d?ganizations 1t belng ;nown that =he was afflllaued at

Daggiptic organlzatlons durlng World War I. ‘They both belleved
she nad @ theatrical background &lthough—they had no proof of same.
The father of Subject was an artist who was an aloof nerson and who

b\never recistered an interest in civic affairs by his attendance or

—

voice., They best recalled Lim by a wager of $5.00 which he once
made on his contention that he could walk from his home at 228
Farle Avenue to the business center of Lynbrook and return to his
home ¢lad only in pajamas, without being molested or causing any -
undue distraction. He accomplished this feat and, of course, won
the wager,

M. A. Kelsey, President, DPeoples National Banlk, Lyn-
brook, who resides at 19 Alice Couru in Lynbroak, and who has been
a resident there for 46 years, could provide no information in the
developrment of the ingquiry as to the year of arrival or the Cham-
bers family in Lvnbrook.

Charles D. Voshurg, Superintendent of the Lynbrook Ele-
mentary School, Who resides at 28 First Street in Lynbrook, was nob
available for 1nterv1ew although several attempts were made to con-
tact him., - ‘

Mr. Phillips, the nroprietor of a grocery store loecuated
at Stark Place and Broadway, Lyanbrooi, whose wife was reported to
have once associated with the mother of Subject in the antique
business, advised that he and nhis wife could provicde no helpful in-

formation about the private lives or past backeround of the mem-
bers of the Chambers family.

My, Thompson, Building Inspector in the Assessor's Office,
Town Hall, Lynbrook, advised that authentic records concerning in-
babitants of Lynbrook date back only to 1913 and based only upon
nis recollection he opined that the Chambers famlily first cams to
reside at 228 Farle Ave. about 1905.
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AT EAST ROCKAWAY, L. I., NEW YORK - September 24, 1948:

With respect to the information that the motier &f
Subject had had her nother committed to an institution, Dr.
frihur Jaques, a psychiatrist, residing at 243 Atlantic Ave.,

Kast RocKaway, ‘and a Tormer member of the Iunacy Commission,
advised that he haes a hazy recollection of being requested to
come to the Chambers home at 228 Earle Avenues, Lynbrook, over
2l vears ago for the purpose of examining and committing Sub-
Jectl!s grandiother, Mrs, Whittaker, to an indtitution. His
recollection is that his diagnosis was senile dementia. He and
his wile agreed to search through old records in the attic of
their home for any possible file on this matter and upon subse-
quent contact Dr. Jagues advised that he was unable Lo locate
any wecords In his old files of his examination and commitment
of lirs, Whitaker, maternal grandmother of Subjeoct. He suggested
that a check be made at the Nassau County, L. I. Department of
Health, for possible recorded information,

At the Nassau County, L. I. Department of Health a Mr.
Wolffe, the supervisor of this department, advised that no records
for the perlod 1925-35 existed in his office. He suggested that
inquiry be made at the New York State Department.of Mental Hyglene
a&_&&g@§EREQ§giggwatmzlz“ﬁrgadwgy, New York City, for a possible
record concerning any commitment to an institution of the maternal
grandmother of Subject.

AT MINEOLA, L. I., NEW YORK -~ Sepbember 17, 1948:

At the Nassau County Courthouse, Lt. H. Koehl advised
that the Nassau County Criminal Records Bureau was not in exis-
ence belfore 1930, His check of the criminal records from 1930
0 date on all individuals named Chambers or Crosley was unpro-
fuetive in that none of the records found of these names were
‘ebermined to ldentify Subject or members of his family.

At the Nassau County Town Hall, Mineola, Nassau Cainty
Registrar Frederick Hettrich, upon search of his files, advised
hat he had no record of births of any members of the Chambers
famlly. He further advised that he could not locate any death
record for Mrs. Whittaker, T T

AT NEW YORK CITY - September 24, 1948:

At the Department of liental Hygiene, New York State,
217 Broadway, a Miss Ryan, upon examination of her records,
reported there was no record of a lirs..Whittaker having been com~
mitted to a mentdl institution from Lynbrook, L. I., New York,
betwéed the years 1925-35. She suggested that contact be made
at the Albany O0ffice of the Department, where the master files
repose, however, she informed that a very substantial reason for
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obtaining confidential information of this type would have to
be provided—before such information would be furnished.

JinSu
Contact has been made with an informant in the Dis-
trict Attorney's Office, Court House, Albany, New Yoxk, with
the vIew of determining whetlier records are in existence waich
reflect the commitment of mrs., Whittaker by Dr. Arthur Jaques,
formerly a member of the Nassau County Lunacy Board, and 1f it
is determined that she was committed, photostats of such docu~
ments as are available indicating diagnosis and treatment are to
be obtalned. To date no results have been obtained from this

source.

If deemed advisable further investigation wlill be con-
ducted to determine if murs. Whitbtaker, the materhal grandmother
of Subject, was ever committed to a mental institution and fur-
ther to establish whether she is alive or dead. ¢ 1s belleved
that in establishing her death information concerning any possi-

ble confinement to an institution woild be obtained.



