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and sometimes Vay and night -  from sugust 1950 Lo Maret

Erica Wallach
Hopefield, P.O. Box 669
Wurrenton, VA 22186

Aprit 14, 1993

Peter vhepherd

Harold Ubey Azcogistes
125 sadison Avenus

New Yeopi, N.Y. 10017

besr Peter,

you asked my opiniom gp the articie gn ths ALril edition of "Commentaryf
about hlgwr Hlss. . -

L can, of coura y glve no deflﬂlte answer as to the vsracity of the
acousa. ions by the *unﬁar*an Maria wehmidt ogainst Noel rYiald and Alger Hiss.
lns fact that such slleyad staloments are con tained ir the files of the interre- 7
gatinnsg of Yield by the hquarlan wuoret Yolice are, in my cpiniecn, not proof ;
encuph, God knows what e1se can b found ir those files,

hs you know, & wae able 1o see my own Stasi (East Garman State uacurity'yf

file of 1950 ~ &1, OSince 1 remembor ewtremely woll my nightly interrogations .
13} i§g§ {the lasi entry o

in that file bot by no mcans my last interrogatien which lasted 'til December 195-3
L sm amazed at what it contains or what it deas nob contalin,

Apart from several pres in my randwriting, thare are only 7 mterrogat
for the entire peried of over & moriths, The answers as well as the guestions
wiow writlen by the interrogator in his lengusge snd his interpretotéon. it ham
nuL Ang to do with what 1 hed said which shsuld nwt reajly surpriepe me: whenever

T tried to rectify their insgnuations and liss, L was told that they would not
write dewn lics. 4% is impossible to convuey to anyone who has not been in that ;iﬁ-
siluation Lhe inpoeqlbmllty of the prisoner to dalend himself, &and no historian s
%ill ever be able Lo learn the truth frow thoss files,

In this comneniion L Nant to explain that this situation ghanped afteij
wtalin's death and B ;1a‘s execution, 4he transcripis of interrogations and trig
held 1o %astl Uoroany, Jor instence; in Uhe dobe Soiss amt laler are avallable N
and mgke scnse from the point of view of commanist Ie gallty (I nave read sewer;I 4
of them), Those of the thLﬂpips through 1553 did not. After Khrushchov's dis- ¥
closires, in 195&, of Otalin 3 erimes, an effort was made to atdhers to a certals: k.
atsunt of legality. Pefore tnaL, the records eoptain enly lies and falsificationfe
Afnna Larine Bucharinag, who spent 20 ysars in prisons, camps and banishment, found;_'
that to be the czse when she recently =ztudied the stencgraphic records of the F
Conpracses, OShe srites in thoe Bpiloguz of har book "Thie 1 caanot forget" that
Ythey could not bear oritissl serutiny: the stamp of dogmatism and fal=1flcat1an !
lay toc henvy upon ther, and this diesturbed ue, Presumably, the sterographice il
vecords of Farty Congressee and bonferences are read by highly qualified people 48

such as historians, bl perbsips zlto by pesple like me, interested in grasning
reality they coavay rither then a falsifis=d higtory of the Party®, Her book
expiains petter than any tha travesty of Jusfies in those ysars and the toial
ab"eHCP of r atlonality wid logle of anyibhing ths napp&ned wizich, to this day,
15 =11 incomor eh-:"nf-ﬂ.lﬁ Lo normal veopie loziing normal lives,
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P : ! have told vou a faw episodes which are not in my book "kight at
X ldpinight" : Field's testimony thst hg was a Colonel in 0588 (Office of ~trategle
' vervines of the US) which I know he was not; my galling myself Jewieh which I am "
pat and did not say - ther did in my pame, ‘here are probably many others.

1n addition, it must be understoed = thoughl realise that it will be
very diffienlt for people whe have never nesn in even similar situstions - thgﬁﬁ
| if you are & prisoner under those oircwastanees whers you have absolutely nc
h recovrse to help or advice irom outside, when you are, like me, for 3 years in
! sclitary confinement under constant ard brutal pressure, you will say anything T
pleave your torturds , snything to prove thet you are one of them and are willing.

. 1o eo—-nparate with them.
For all those reasons, + would be very céreful about regarding snything
in those files as authentio, 1 am worried that with the opening of those secret 'af
documents, we may be further from the truth than ws wers before. But, then, who
wnows? Please read ~naa larina's bock.

Yours,

% (4 [/ TR \ !



