l ! \4"_ LY 'L‘

I CA497
LB-1 Dec. 15, 1948 Silverman
A . GECRGE SILVERMAN calledas a2 wisness

gnis ~rand jury some time ago, I would like ¢o repeat some

was as Labor Advisor 0o the Labpr Economic -~ Labor Advisory

having rirscbeen :uly sworD oy the asst. Tpreman,
testified as follows! i
BY MR. DONEGAN:

Q My Silverman, will ycu,aXthcuzh you apnearel vefore i

packground inf fmavion. %Yhat is your present eddress ang
veur present business adjress? A My present address is
255 West c3rd Strees, New York ujty. I am presently
unémployed. |

§ Now will you briefly give ycur employment in che
Governmens? 4 My last position with the Government —-

¢ S&tart with your firsv cne ani then bring i up te che

last cne:” s My first position wich cvhe U. 8, Governmens

Board of the NRA -= 1 gm sorry, Chief Sgatisvician of the
Labor Advisory Board of the N.R.A. Yhat was wy firss
position with che Federal Government.
JURCR: That was when?
iHE WLINESS: Thas was 1933-34. My nexv position
wae @ Speclal kxpert for che.U. S. lariff Commission
for the negotiavion of che Cangdian-American trade
agreement basically. My positicn after‘cnau was as

Direcsor of Research of the Railroai Resirement Board.
My next posivion was as Chief ¢f analysis and Plans of

the Macteriel S.rvice Headqugrters

» Army A3y worces
. ?
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¢ %we 6 year i3 you stop ytur Governoment employment?

A I stopped in augues of 1945. . RS

4 i.ere weére you empiogeifiq the Government iuring
‘¢he years of 1936, 1937 ani 19387 4 I lefs the iariff
Oommission, I ciink in March <f.1936, ani shen wens
immediately into the Railroad Recirement Board as Director
of Research. I, ac's ‘the coard sha. aiminiscered the ol4
age pensions &nd unemployment insurance for r=ilroaid worker#
Federal scheme. I was 1u uhe R81ilfoad Recirement Hoard
until I velieve March 1942.

w ¥r. Silverman, ycu are appearing vefore cshis grand
jury in response to & subpoena, is thas correcs? 4 Thac's:
rizhe. N

4 in referenée to your appearance before uhis grandg
ury you have consulted an attorney? A Yes, I have.

¢ ~“ould you give fiis name and hie business adiress?

A Hie nume is Bernard Jaffee; his adiress is 52 HRroadway

Q Now, ycour asuonneyrhas‘adviged you wich referencd sc
your rizhts in appearing vefore vhieg grani-jury? 4 Yes he
has.

Q As you have been previously aivisged when you appeared

bezore shis grani jury, I .ant se repewt thas you have tghe
right to refuse to anewer any question thav you believe

will incriminate or degrade you. 3 Yes

i ——— __......,..-.....‘.".:Jt...-.... ..

’
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P// reruse to answer thav quescior on c¢he grounis shacs what I
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& wmere 3id you live in ¥sshingoson Jduring the years

of 1937 an3d 1938, Mr. Silvermant & 16371 lived -- I thiuk
. f

I moved 1n 1937.

¢ Whers 313 you move fremr and o where? A From 2138 :
Califcrnta Street, I beiieve, to 2215 =- I am not guitse %
-ciear -- €215 15th -- 2325, cnactg 206, €32~ 15ch Sgre-w. .

« Howlng didj ydu live ah thas laswer sidress? A Unulf

the time 1 tefis Wwashingoun, which wae December of 1946, I

besieve. My wife wvas chere lscer ﬁhan thag. Spe 413 nog
jein me here in New® Y. rk unv.i avous a half year Later, so
we lives chere -~ she Lived there -~ to zpuro dmasely June
1947.

// Q Do you know an iniividual n-med slger Hiss? & I g

-

say mizh¢ cend to incriminacte or Jegrade me. :

¢ ¢ you know an ipdivizual nemed Whitonker Chambers?

& 1 refuse to answer thac guestion on she same grounds.

. Have you ever furdished any informasion obtaiued by _
you in cre course of your Government employment to Whiucakerg
Chambers? 4 1 reruse to answer thac question cn she rround
that 1t might tend w0 i1nc.iminacée me. I would like o,k if

permissible, I wculd like so explain my pos: tion.

¢ Yes, 0 anead. & Enctirely conscious of my innccence

of any wrongdoing at¢ the last wame 1 avpeared ani now, last

time I answered all questions chat were asKey of me. Since
thas cime I hsve peen the subject of continued harassmenc
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and pursult, my -name has pbecome invelved in all kinds of
accusations in the newspapers, the simpless of my
assgociaticons ani wsze simplest of my acts have become
perverted so imply something in relation to all kinds of
crimes. I§ ‘goee against my grain not so answer all
-guestions &t che present time bug, under vhe circumssvances,
nce knowing what it 1s, cthat the mosest innccent of ﬁy acts
might bé related to, I have, under advice of counsel,
come to the conclusion thas I ,ust refuse so answer some
questions on the, zrouni that ii_pighs tend so 1ncriminatge
me.

@ You know you are appearing oefore a Federal grand
jury? & Y.e, I doc.

¢ You know the proceedinzs before a Federal grand jury
are secret? A Yes, I Jo.

- & Has your attorney so iivised you? » As I ,now.

& The purpcse of & Federzl grand jury is to determine
wiether there have been &ny v§olations of any Federal laws.
Ygu understand thao? A Yes, I understani.

¢ And for thavpurpose it hears witnesses ani eviience
ig presented tc it. Now, this zvand jury is sicsinz here
and caking your testimony for tha. purpose. New I cannos

quite understand, in view of the explanation you gave &as
to why you wullc to exercise your right ¢0 refuse to answer
questions, how that is relacted to ghis grani jury. & I

think I have maie that perfectly ciear. The gimplest acts
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the most degent acgs of my life have come to imply all kand
of perwverted actioﬁg and performances, snid i1n viaw of gll
shas naé happened before che ﬁguse—Un-American Comaicuee.
and in relation o all the accusatione shat have been
implied in newspapers, 1 bé}iev% I am in a position to
properly protect my righis..

BY JURORS:

« Do you remember when you appearei before us a long
time égo? LY., 1 jo. ?

G lhere ﬂgshqophing tha. came cusg af the time thas
would tend vo incriminmte or emoarrass you s% she time,
seeing everything that zoes cvn here is secret, you do not
have [0 WOITy about adyining you say here. Maybe the
resuls of shis unforuunasg.p§51101cy came out of Washington|
but 1t Jid not coﬁe from here, I .assure you. A I have
gone over 1t very carefully wish my counsel, and as I say,

I have every urge to answer -all cuestions, it deeply zoes
agains¢ my zrain not o Jo so. 0, his advice and in terms
of his explanations I pmust refuse co answer dersain
sguescions.

¢ You went over shis shoroushly with your counsel?

A I nave been o wr 1¢ ani vver with him.

L~ 8top me if there is amytning improper abous thisg Mr.

Donegan. You weng over it in detail wich your couneel? |

A 1 do hot quite unierstani you.

¢ I mean. Yes.

or
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" ence 1O your refusing- o answer is not bases on che exercisg
T :

., I mean, ycur counsel knows -he answers to the
questicns that you refuse vo wmewer nere? A I tbink I
* .
muss refuse IO answer mhamg%esflon cn the grounds of
con-tdential relzcions.

BY ¥R. DCNEGAN:
¢ The réas.n L em raising vhese guestions with refer-

of ycur C.nstisusiongl privilege before this grand jury,
buc you v.lunseered an explanation as ©o vy you were
exercising ycur Qonqcﬁcg%iodal privilege, ani vecause of ch;
fact shat you did volurncéer shas explanasion I consider ig
enzirely prpper that I call your asvent:on to che facs that
your explanation is eubjecg to some cuesgion. ‘This is a
grani jury, anj the grand jury does not indulgze in nublictty
as you may weLl,ﬁndw. A L 413 nov put is merely in serms
of pupliciey. I eald in terms of the associations thas
have oeen impiiei. The s%mpleau acts, the simplest aegocl«
ations,?g%ghennirely uninvolved 'in any poesibilisy of crime
or anything eise have come to imply &ail kipds of meaning,
and unier chose circumsuagcesi anj following his aldvice,
I musv refuse to answer certain guestions.

= Mic3 you, I am nosc trying so persuaie you 0% %o
follow the advice of your counsel.
BY JURCRS:

) Yéu pus cthe securisy cf your country above everything
else first and foremost? & I surely do.

¢ For tha. reason, having worked for Uncle Sam directly

H
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1 should wvhink you would be only too happy uc cooperate,
119 supply'any and all informacicn possible. 4 I am
fcllowing the adjvice of my counsel. He 1s oucside thire,
any if ycu w=a v me toOo o ouv and reconsider the matter --

§ Whet quessions would you znswer? What sors of

quesclonshwbuiﬁ you answer: TWould you rtive us an ijea?
4 1 prefer to have the quectione asked of me.

w would you like to make any swatemens chaw might pe
-helpful co chis grani jury tu jesermine whether any others
might have commicced crimes agains$ the Governmens? ‘Thas'sg
what we are here for, and you know by your remarks that the |
simplest &8cis, tne most innocent thinz, is iandefinite.

N w we are not accusing you cf anything. ¥e are Lrying o
find cuc if there were any crimes commiucéd by anyone,

ani you might pe helpful in chas regari. 4 My counsel

has explained to me the 3Je€p.malze of inter-relacions

and the difficulsy of simply answering in a simple way any
relation 60 a mazlize z6 com:lex as chis, =.l1 vhe fantagtic
lies _that have been creatvei. I djc nots know, frankly,
vhether I am coming or gcing.

Q As complex as whatt Be specific. 4 A1) the charges
théds have been made 1a connection wish this later phase of
the supject ani the manner in wnich 1 have pecome involved
in 1.

Q But the grand jury has not made any charges. I 3jo

not kncw yet whas MNyr. Silverman tninks ne is invodived 1in.
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'Cbnasicunional privilere &ni ycu wans co explain co chem why

MR. DONEGAN:
] The'grand jury's inguxry and their incerest is causej
by the stagement you made calling ascensicn oo sthe facs chay
yocu appeared here oetfore ani you, 413 not exercisr your
Constisutional pri¥ilege. Now, you have volunteered che

s tatement to the grand jury cha. ﬁou‘are 2xercising your

you are exercislng the, Constitmcional privileze. ‘They are
guestioning you aoous thas. They are not quessioning you
abous wvhe fact tnat you are eXercising it but the explanasig
you volunteered. & I can', give a proper explahasion ror
that. 1 3¢ not have the 1;gal ncssibilities along those
lines.

3Y JURORS:

Q l,.e guesticn 18 & simple one. Y.u referred several
times to ﬁhe fact -- to the masser in which vou are inve lved
I do0 nce know :has magier you are invelved in. Suprose you
tell us whag it 1is? A My name hss oceen mentioned over
and over again before wvhe House Un-american activigies
Committee.

Q¢ Y,is is not & House commiccee. ‘this 1s a grani Juryd
A 1 appreciaze cthags. -

Q Isn'y 14 true that uniess you ycurxelf tell pecple,

they won't even know whe her you answered guestions or not?

A At present 1 have ¢o operate cn the advice of my counsel .|

» You are not bound to. 4 Lwolld --

~—4 Have you ever seryed.on.a grand jury? A No. _ ] -

h
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¢ Havwe you kncwledge of :he actions and she
responsioilities of tné grand jury! & I pave =-

Q You huve not seen anyvhing in .ne newspaper wich

respect oG your sestimony here before, have you. A I do

not know. L can'y --

% ¥e can tell you you coulan' Have seen it. A I

[

imazine vha.'s so.

% Ycu believe -1n your own innocence? A Yas, I 40,

w ‘lhen what have you got® to worry abous! TY~u wantg go -

aid jwtice, don', you?

MR. “¥EEARTY: Do ycu h.ye any ideas in your head
of the n~ture of cthe cshingze we want ©o ask ycu abouk?

HE WLITNESS: I must refuse GC zuswer thiiv on the

grounds ic¢ mighe cend co 1ncriminace or degrale me.

MR. DONEGAN: We have had a litcle Jiscussion here
and you raised the gquestién cf your apvearance before

this grani jury previously. Do ycu wans o go out and
-

discuss Ehg'iasser wish your ascorney?
THE WITNDPSS: 4f you wigh.
MR. DONEGAN: Do *you wapt wo do 167

JUROR: 1 shink in faignes§ to ¥y. Silvermsan, he

should be permitted vo do ¥Thav. %When you discuss thag,

rememper, tunie i1s not she House commivcee sni we have

no conhecticn wich 1.
THE ¥I1NESS: I fully underctani chai .

(Witness leaves room. Contg. ODYIFG)

'l
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{Messrs, Whearty and Donegan}

A, GECRGE STLYERMA. , recalled
as a witnessg, having previously been duly sworn
by the Foreman, testified as follows:

THZ FORZMAN: You are still under oath as
before, HMr, Silverman,

THE WITH%&S: I talked matters over wlth
my counsel, and I told him I wanted to ansawer
all the gquestions as before, Itgoes agalnst®
my grein not to answer questions under these
circumstances,

A JUROR: You understand thst as far as
we are concerped, everything here is secret,

' You don't have to worry about that,
| THE WITNESS: Well, I have taken a2 lot of
conseguences, end so has my family, and the
strein has been veéry great,

BY MR, WHEARTY:
¢ Just to fiil out that picture, in the hall

outaide this Grand Jury room, Mr, Jaffe and I had 2 con-

vergation with you and Mr, Donegan, 1s that right?

A Yes,

) Ang then you were asked to leasve and I con-
tinued talking to Mr, Jaffe, is thet right? A Yes,

Q& And Mr, Donegan also left, is tha%t right?
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4 And thereafter you were called back to Mr,
Jeffe's side and I left you two, and you conversed to-
gether? A Yes,

< Ang it wag after that that yau decided that
you wanted to talk, without urging any privilege?

+ - A That's right,

rar ‘ & Now, we ask you again, Mr, Silverman, <o

j fou know Whittaker Chambers?! A Yes, r

fﬁq % How long.have you knowh Whittaker Chambers?
A To ‘the best of my recolléction, I first met him some-
where in 1936, I should say,

Q Do you remember where you met him? A It
wag later in 1936. I am not entirely clear; I have a
recollection of his coming vp to my office,

¢ Where was your office at that time? A It
was at 10th ard U Street, I belleve, -

Q 10th and U Street, in Washington? # In
Washington,

« WHat was your business at that tlime, Mf,
Silggnma?? A I wvas then Director of Research of the
ﬁ Railroaci Retiremant "'Boardf,

Q@ You were then Director of Research of the
¢ l Railroad Retirement Board? A Yes, sir, to the best of

my retollection;- I don't know for a ceértalnty,

{:; Q@ And then, under what circumstances did you

wpn i o At =
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meet Whittaker Chambers? 4 I don't remember the exact

circumstanceg, I have a recgllection of his telling me

that he wae a free lance writer and that he wanted some

e

1nformafion in conﬁe2¥ynn, perhdps;, with the constitution-:
ality of the RaiquadtRetérqpent Act, or it might have '
been in connection with .some other matter, the exact
nature of which I do not remember,

Q What wge yotr pdsition at that time in the
Ral lroad Retirement Board? A Director of Research,

Q Do you recall givi?g”mb% Chambers any infor-
mation such as he sought? # I don't recollect having
given him any inforrr tion, %hat-I was concerned with had
no rastrictions of any kind; it wdas Jjust a general matter {
of the constitutionality of an Act,

Q¢ And thereafter, from time to time, did you
see Mr, Shambers? A I sawhim a few times,

¢ Always in Washingtom? # Alweys in Washing-

ton,
A JUROR: May I ask a question? What name

did you know this person by at that time?

e - g

THE WITNESS: David Chambers,

Q@ David Chambers® A That's right,
Q What was the nature of the other contacts
you had with him? A I llked him, He was very intel-

lectual, 2nd-a nice fellow
and basically t
- = = the best
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I can recollect 1s that we talked about music and we
talked about - - I em trying to remember, We had a com-
mon 1n§erest in DeStendahel, a French writer, We had

a common interest in art matters, There was some talk

about Peter Brugel, the Elder, I remenber that I sald,

along those lines, We talked about politics, presumably,
although I don't remember any direct conversatlions with
him,

’Q Did My, Chambers ever tell you what his real
ot tupation was at that time? A Which cccupation are you
referring to%

.& What ogcupations did he tell you he had?

A He told me 'that he was & free lance writer, as I
retollect 1%,

¢ Apd nothing else? A I remember once he
told me about having somé sort of interest in import and
export,

w +id he tell.you he was an underground opera-
tive of the Communist Party? A HNo,

Q@ Did you ever learn that? A Nc,

¢ I suppose vou have read the testimony before
the Un-American Activities Committee? A Yes,

Q Prior to that time.- did you ever know what

Chambers' real occupation was? A No
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@ Where would these meetings with Chambers oc-
cur - these .several meetings? A Generally at lunch,
£ nd maybe sometimes @&t dinner; I don't remaﬁer,
. Q When you had dinner, would you be eating in

your home, or out? A We would be eating out, if I had

-dinner,

¢ You .are a merried man, are you? A Yes, I

am,
" & Apd your family was living with you at that

time in Washington? A They were,

% Of what does your family conslst -~ your wife
and - - A Child,
One child? A That's right,
& How olga? A He_1s now twenty-twe years old,
& BSo that at tpgxftime he was ariound twelve
or 80, is that right? A *Yes,

¢ Did Chambers V46l t you at vour home on any
occasion? A I ﬁhink'hé~m§y have, once or twice, I
dontt récoilect exactly,

2 Did you ever meet Mrs, Chambers? A No,
Not" that I know of,

¥ Did you know where. Chambers was living at the
time these contacte were occurring? A I was under the
impresselon that he was living in New York, andcoming to

Washington now and then,

]
N R e R —— I
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< Apd you gathersd that from what he told you?

A Yees,

¢ Do you kgow,ﬂp; Alger Hiss? A Wo, The
first fmme T met Ang; Hlss, toﬁxhe best of my recollec-
tion, was when I met him aut in the ante-room here last
" week, & week ago Tuesday,
'Q When you were first subpoenaed? A I think
" the day after the first time I arrived here, Mr, Hiss wae
outside hers, and that to the best of my recollection is

the first time I ever met Hiss,

A JUROR:
THE WITNESS:
A JUROR}
THE WITHESS:
he dii,

stances,

exsct words that he used,
A JUROR:
THE WITNESS:
A JURDR:
THE WITHESS:

Wefe you introduced to him?

Did he know you then?

.I don't remember the exact clrcum- !

¢ What 4id he say to you, Mr, Silverman?

may have asked my lawyer who I was,

Well, do you know?

exact way in which he did 1¢t,

that - - well, I mean, if I could remember

He introduced himself to me,

I don't know whether or not

A He

I don't remember the

Did he call you by name? ;

I don't belleve s0,

Well, I don't remember the

I can assure you
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how. 1t hapﬁbned, i would tell you,

@ Y1dh't you ever 'come into contact with Hiss
when he wags with elther the State’ or Labor Departments:
in Washington? A 1ot to my recollection,

w When you were living in Washington, back in
‘1936, did you have-an automobile? A Yes,

Q What kind of a car was it? A A Ford, I-
belleve, :

‘¢ And what make - I mean; what model? A I
don't remember. exactly,

Q Wes it an open or closed car? A It was a
closed csr,

& A faur-passenger or a two? A It was a
four-passenger,

Q A Iive-passenger, I mean, really, A That's
right,

w .Did Whittaker Chambers have a car, do you
xnow? A I don't know that, I Beiieve\he did,

X “id you-al any time make any presents to
Whittaker Chambers? A No, not that I - — well, there
is a quglification there, 1 logned him some money,

L You loaned him some monsy? A Yes, I did,

Q When did you loan him some-money? A BSome-
where in that,peridd, I don'%t remember the exact datés,

He wee alweys hard up,
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Y\-ﬂ' 2 Do.you remember the amount? A No, I do not, |
but I knew 1t ran up to a fairly gubstantial amount, i

% What do you mean by that, approximately?

A Maybe seventy-five dollars, in the course of = - after

s while,
% Was that borrowed in a lump or at different

times? A At different timee; thet is my recollection,

’ Q Wes it ever repaid? A 1o,
: Q Y13 you ever ask him to repay it? A I kiiL
ii E e
| wouldn't say 1t was péver repaid, It wasn't repaid as S \Q\,_
i oA ! \h
such,

Was it repald 4in gome other way?

it was, /\

Q w was it repald? A I finally bought two

i
? rugs from him,
! Q You bought two rugs fro
! 2 When 4id vou buy two rugs from him? A My
recollection wonld be that iT wag somewhere in 18937,

¢ What xind of rugs were they? A They were
Orientals, I don't know the names of them,

Q Domestic or imported? A I think they were
imnorted, N

Q Yhat makes you think they were imported?
A I ju;t»%hidk they were 1mportéd - - they are import

‘ rugs,.

et e mE——— e
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G . D14 Chambers tell you whether or not they were
imported? A I helleve 80, '

Q What did he say? A Well, I can't tell you
what he said, because I don't remeimber 1%,

Q@ Pardon me; I thought you had sald that you be-
lieved he did tell youw, and thaf is why I asked you that
question, A Well, I am certain that they are imported
rués,

& You are certain of that? A Yes,

Q How do you kilow that? A 3ecause that is
what I heve been told by everybody who has looked at them,
I am not a connoisseur and pay very little attention o
that beyond a certain point, but that 1s clear,

Q- All right, Where did Chambers get these rugs,
11 you know? A He told me that he had some sort of a
connection, and that is how- I happensd to remember about
this import connection, and thdat he had some rugs that he
would like to dispose of, and since I owed him some money
this would: be .part payment towards the rugs - - that ls,

s ince he owed me some money, that wovld be .mrt payment
towards the rugs:

Q How much did you pay him for the two rugs that
you bought? A I am trying to remember, It is somewhere
between two and three hundred dollars,

¥ Dig you pay him by cash or check? A I have

‘been trying to remember that, too; I donjt exactly know,
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Y A JUROR: You said two hundred fifty dollare,

el A JUROR: That would make it three hundred

“w Have you kept your check-stubs from that perloed!
A I &dn't have a checking account a8t that time, or at any
time until I came to New Yorx by myself, The custom in our

heome has been for my wife to ke ve the account,

approximately - dld you mean per rug?

THE WITNESS: No, for both of them,

A JUROR: And the seventy-five dollars he
owed you was in addition to that?

"HE WITNESS: Thet's right,

twenty-five dollars?
THE WITNESS: That's right,
A JUROR: What size are the rugs?
THE WITNEZSS: I don't xnow; I think elght
by eleven,
A JUROR: You still have the rugs?
THE WITNESS: Yes, I do,
« Both of them? A I have ome of them,
I W What did you do with the other one’ 4 T
other I gave to Mr, White,
& To Dexter White? A Yes, Harry Dexter White,
4 How well did you know Harry Dexter White?
& I had known him for about twenty-six years, until the

time of his death about twenty-five yesrs,

4
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¢ . Y4d you give or sell the rug to “hite?

A I gave it to Mr, White, I hHad 1dved with the Whites

for two months vrior to that, while my wife was away - -
i or perheps priorhto the time she came to Washington - -
. nd they had alwasys refused to accept payment for my stay

there, and I thought this.was & wsy to accomplish that

L:‘ purpose,

Q@ Will you describe the rug you gave to Harry

Dexter White? A It was similar to the one - - I wish I
+ could remember the name. - -
t: A JURCR: ﬂgsfit & Bokhara rug?
[ THE WITNESS: It might have been,

A JUROR: -Baluchistan?

| " THE WITNESS: I don't know that,

' A JURGR: Is it a geometric design?

THE WITNZESS: I belleve so,

r’ A _JUROR: Reds and blacks and browns, prin-
; clpally?

: THE WITNESE: % remember reds,

i ' A JUROR: 'A'darkydark tone of red?

L THE WITNESS: Sémething like that,

A JUROR: And black?

i THE WITNESS: I don*t remember,

A JUROR: 1Is it a continuous design or with

a medallionin the center?:

THE WITNESS: I think it i1s continuous,
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. & Now, you kept oné and you gave one to white,

A JUROR: With ho medallion?
PHE WITNESS: No,
A JUROR: That sounds llke a2 Bokhara, -
Q Do you remember the coloring or the rug you
gave to Whitet 4 WNo, I do not, but I think all of
them, both of them, hed thst coloring in them,
¢ All of them? A 7Yes, all of them,

and what did you do with the rest .of them? A Mr,
Chambers calleéd for the other two, .

Q@ Mp, Chambers 8id what? A He called for
the other two,

w He called for the other two? A That's right

~ ilow tell us what happened to the other two,
A All I know is that I gave them to Mr, Chambers,

Q Where did you give them to Mr, Chambers?
A From the house,

Q From your house? A Yes, I don't know
whether he came.up and. brought them down, or whether I
brought them down<to him, but that is what happeneéd,

« Wdére the¥ of the same quallity and character?
A 1 believe o

Q2 And you don't know what Chambers did with
them? A Ne, I do not khow what Mr, Chambers did with |
them, -

@ You say you had a car?t A Yes,
&-. Dld-you-at-any -time-meet- Whiftaker Chambers..

-,
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{fﬂ. with your car and deliver one of thope rugs to Whittaker
" Cpambers? A No,
Q Did you at any time dellver cne of those two

i +

i rugs to ‘Alger Higs? A < 4id not,

: Q At no time? A At no time,
LLT_ w And you sey you gave the other two rugs to
hittaker Chambers at youphome? A That's right,

Q And was your home up on U Street then, in’
‘ Washington? A I can't remember whether or not 1t was
i 2138 Callifornia Street or whetfher it was the other ad-
dress - 2325 15th Streel,

Q@ Did you tell Chambers - - let me withdraw
that - - where did ‘you get these two rugse you gave
Chambersé A Mp, Chambers asked me to accept dellvery
of a bundle,

& I beg your pardon? A Mr, Chambers asked me

to accept the ddlivery of the bundle containing the rugs,
and it 1s my recollection’that I got it through axpress,
G Lef us start in from the beginning, Mr,
dlverman, A Yes,
“ How many bundles of rugs did you get from

Chambers? A One,

~ One bundle? A I dldn't get it from Hr,
Chambers, Maybe I had better make that clear,

k_, Q Where did you get them? A Mr, Chambers
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. i asked me o accept e bundle which would contaln rugs,

and I beliewe I fécéivgﬁ.xﬁ through express, My recollec- |
tion Ls that I pald expréssdage dn 1t,
~ .Wow let us see:’ ¥ou recsived a bundle of fugs
from somewhere; le that rigﬁt§ A That's rightv,
%~ And youw hecéiwed the &t your home in Wasﬁing-
ton? A That's pight,
[~ Q And this was fé 19367 "A I am not sure of
that; it might fate been 1837, . '
< An@,y;; think thdt bundle of rugs ceme by
express? A Yes, . |
' : A JUROR: May I task a question? Was it a
i local expreés or émg;iéaf(Express?
THE WiTNESS: I.don't remember,
A JURDR: das it a local Washington express
co%pany?
THE WITHNESS: 1 don't remember,
Q Was 1t a-foreign shipment? A 1 don't rémem-
ber, If I ﬁ;rthet time logked to see, by thie time I

have forgotten, but I hévénao recollection,

A JUROR: Did you open the package®

e e e e

THE WITRESS: It ie my recollection that
I 414, _
A JUROR: If they came for Mr, Chambers,

why did-you open it?

THEWITNESS: He told me. that they were

——— o k‘, 1_. - C e | s
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i coming and he told me that - -

Q Let me develop that for a minute, A He told
me that ‘they were coming, and I could select the two I
wanted from those four, and tﬁose two would be the ones
I would purchase from him,
A JUROR: Do you recall the amount of ex-
pressage yov pald?
THE: #ITNEBS: ¥Wo, I do not,
« “When did Chambers tell you this package was
. coming?¥ # That I don't remember, but hé told me before,
& Where dié Chambers sgy he was getting the
rugs? A He implied that he had some connections in
: : relation to import and export, and thet he could get
I these rugs, I didn't inquire with respect to anything
else in the matter,

Q Did you keep the better two? A Only the

\/ two that apnealed most to me,
Uﬂi?;y’ ; Q ¥Y1d the one you gave to Harry White have a
\Ry .
Abpé¢ﬁ DF}/ ; white designin 1t7 A I doh:t remember,
DudL i - .

o A The brilliant red one? -
~— %;_XEﬁ;.IhB.b?&ittEﬁf*;;E_one with the medallion

deslgn? A That isn't my recollection of them, They

{—- were all four more or less alike, and I sdected one for

% What did you do with the Yrilliant red one?
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(ﬂ' myself and another that I selected for the Whites,

Q What is your recollection of the color of the
four rugs? A Hy recollection is that they were all of
. the same type, and Fhere were only gradations in the mix-
tures of tie colors, ¥
~ How about the color - - wasn't there & differ-

L__mce in color? A HNot a very great difference,

with

« ¥as the one you gaée Whifte
a dark figure, or was it a dark rug with a lizht figure
{:~ A  They were gll dark rugs; that is my reccllection, )

-

¢~ had some red,

(&K>Tf[) . W Well, was any of them with & red background?
: \_ﬂ A I don't remember,

& Did you look through your wife's cneck-book _
to see il she had a stub representing a payment to Chambers
for the rugs you took? A No, I didn't,

¢ When did you tell Harry “nite vou were go;ng
tc glve him the rug? A Atter I had received them, to
the beet of my recollecfion, How could any one remember

what happened that many years ago?

¢ Well, to how many other people have you given
a8 two-or three-hundred-dollar rug? 4 I have never before
done that, My recollection is that I told him that I would
get these two rugs, and I would give him one of them for

S L { . the reason that I indiceted, . . :
j
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' lars aplece? A Well, we &idn't have use for that per-

———— e e e - [ ————p— bt = e inrrr s ma A 4w

i

Q Mr, Silverman, do you know what the real value |
of those rugs was? A "No, np,
¥ It was considerably Higher than what you say

Wash A I should not think 8

13 Chamber &,

% Weren't the rugs-worth about six hundrséd dol- r>

so I asked

ticu}ar rug, because of ogr.d scheme,
my' wife to try to sell 1t, and she inguired as to how much
they wouvld be willing to giyé her, and the most they wouid |
be willing to give her 'we's one hundred dollare,

Q 'Who was willing te give her that? A Someone
in Washington,

C @ hhat dfd you do -~ keep the rug? A Yes,

Q And who was 1% .- a merchant? A A rug mer-
chant, who was willing t¢ éife her‘as much as one hundred
dollars, - ’ .

* WYhere did ¥ou ssy Chambers wes living at that |
time? A I don't know where he was living, out I was
under the lmpression he was living 1in New York,

_ Q& How long did ‘you keep those rugs in your pos-
sesslon before he showed up for them? A Ch, I wovldn't
r emember; not a very long time,

% Did you get in touch with him and tell him

you hed them? A I don't belleve so,

Q iUr, Silverman, don't you want to tear this up
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and give us the right version of tkis? A I am giving
you the right -version of 1it,
A JuRCR: Did the mug have a fringe on-
It
THE_WLTHESS: I betleve 1t has a fringe,
& DPid all of tnem have fringes® A I believe
80,
« You think, #r, Silverman - - weren't those
ruge all. different colors? A They must have had grada-

tion in color,

~ The only differences were shading? A That's
right,

~ No different. backgrounds? A To the best
of my recolléction the only difference was in shadings,

% 4J1dn't you have a dark blue rug, wim a
eort of. repeated medallion design on 1t? A No, I

don't remembar any blue,

« Do you remgmpér the red one? A I remember

that our rug ha's red,

* Your rug has red? A Yeg,

“ A very brilliant red? A It has red in 1%,
I don't 4now how briliiant it is,

% You say they were all nesarly alike? A I
said that they were all different in gradation, %o the

best of my recollection and knowledge,

———— - e e . “ - e - e e e A ———— = B4 & . . —— ———
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BY MR, DONEGAN:
3 Mr, Stlverman, did you tell anybody that you
were going to give that rug to Harry Dexter white?®
A Not that I recollect,

Q Did yoeu discuss it with your wife! A Yes,
+ discussed it with my wife,

¢ Did you discuss it with anybody else, out-
side bﬁ Mr. White - did you didcuss that yon were golng
to give White thet-rug? A Mo,

% Are you quite sure of that? " A Yes, I am
quite sure of that,

A JURDR: Ig it your impression that
Chambers got them for nthing?
THE WITHESS: »No{?;‘ﬁas‘nox uvunder the

impression he was gqﬁtiﬁg them for nothing

Q@ Did vou tell Chambers that you were going to
give that rug to Mr, hite? A I don't recollect whether
or not I did or didn't,
3Y MR, WHEARTY:

Q What conversatlon did you have with Mr,

White when you gave 1t to him?

(CONTINUZD BY BD)
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A My recollection would be -- I don't know == that in re-
turn for that gredtb gervice rendered me, allowing me to stay:
in his home .for twd morths, thal I would plan -- intend to

give him a Trug.
¢ Mr. S{lverman, back in 1936 you were working for the *

governuent, 1s that right? A Yes.

¢ Prior to 1936 had you glways worked for tne govern< :
menﬁ? 4 I had been working for the govermment since
August -- September, 1933.

Q Were you a wealtay man? A 1 surely was not.

g Did you have any source of income ocutside of your
government aalqry?i A The only thing I might have had yoﬁlﬁa
be interest on some savings. |

Q Bank accounts? A Or some gscurities that I might
have bought. | ‘

Q How much wére you earning at that time, whet wes
your salary?’ A At what time, what period?

Q '36; '33 to 136 A 1 was meking between -~ about -
four esnd seven thousand dollars.

Q Dbpetween four, thousand dollsrs and seven thousand
per year? A Yes.

Q 1In other words, 1n 1933 you started in with the
government at around four thousand? A That's right.

¢ And then in a period of three years you went up to

ssven thouaand? A Yes,

Q What.waa your positlon when you first atarted with

'
N SRR,
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the government? < Chief statisticlen of the Labor Advisory
Board of the National Recovery Administration.
Q@ Llabor Advisory Board of the NRA? A That's right.

G How long were you with them? A One year, approxi-

" mately.

¢ That takes you up to ?Si. A That takes me up to '34.
« Do you remember the month in '34, or the season?

A About July, I should say.
¢ Now, where did you go next in the‘government?

A I next went to the Tariff Export as a speclal expert.

G As a special expert on tariffs. Well, Mr. Sil?ermanﬂ
let's forget about that, What I want to know is this, and .
let me put it in language that you can't mistake, and also
a little slang: Where did you get off to be passing out
$300 rugs and how could you financially afford to give away
thet kind of -~ A Well, that =-- I only paid approximateiy
about $150 for each of the rugs; $150 for each wouldn't
have been very extraordinary, exceptional.

Q Well, you have told us that you did not give presents
of that value to qnyboﬁy”easa, ts that right? A That was
a very speclasl set of circumstances.

Q Wnat was very’ speclial about those circumatances?
A 1 lived at theWhite's home for two months without paying.

G Alone? A Alone:
BY THE .JURY: -

'L-‘— ——

& We lmow from Mr. Silverman that he gaver on® of the
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f-’ rugs to Harry Dexter White; that's correct, isn't 1t?

A That's correct.

« How was it delivered to My. White? A Probably
under ==

Q@ No; just think a little bit, pow. Glve us a very
accurate answer to “that. You gave him the rug. Now, how
did you get 1t to him? A I imagine that either I brought
it over to the house -~

Q@ No; be very specific this time. I have a reason
for it. 4 In all probability, 4+ brought i1t over to his
housge.

Q@ How? A By car.

« In the car that you described besfore? A TYes.

- Did'you have another rug in the car at the time?
A No, I don't think so.

W #Well, did you ever dellver another rug the same way?
A Never.

Q Did you receive a rug that way? A Never.
BY MR. WHEARTY:

: @ You sald you had known Harry White for a long time.
'“; About 22 years.

Q Mr. Silverman, have you ever been a member of the
Communist Party? A Ro.

Q Have you ever been active in Communist circles?

A No.

L_, Q@ Was Harry Dexter vwhite a Communist, if you know?
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might have at that time made some. referente to him; but to

A Not to my knowledge.
Q. Was he ever, active in Communist circles? A Not to
my knowledge. _
w You have already testifi®d that Whitteker Chambers
was not active in Communist circlesy, to your knowledge.
A That's right. -
- “ You were pretty close to Harry White, weren't you?
A He 1s a very good friend of mine.
% Did. you evér talk to Chambers atout White?
A Not that I can recollect.
@ Well, now, didn't you have a number of coversationa}
about that, Mr, Silverman? A No.
G Are you sure of that? 4 Yes., To the best of my
recollection, I hever spoks to Mr, White about Mr. ‘harmbers.
Q Will you say definitely that you did or did mnot?
k To the best of my recollectlon, I never did.
G You .mop't .say whether you did or did not; is that
right? A Well, it's conceivable fthat I might have spokén
to Mr. White about anybody. I hed no particular reason

for not referring to Nr. Ghambaré.“lt's conceivable that I

t&e beat of my recollection, I did not.
BY "MR. DONEGAN:
Q& Mr. Silverman, did you at oche time put one of those

rugs in the back of your car and drive out towards College

Park? Do you know where College Park ia with relationship
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" drove out to Collegs Park and beyohd Collége Park and met

to Washingtan? 4 Jt's between Washington and --

Q Yes, well, I'm spesking of the direction. A No, I~
did not.

« b1a you, drive out beyond College Park and meet
Chambers? A No, I did not. _

_ Q Dia Chémparg take tha;;ug-quﬁ of your car? A VYo,
I don't believe that =-- my recollection, and I'm pretty cer-
tain of this, Is -that he came ‘end Ighve him the rugs.

“ Now, is It possible -~ L'l ask you this, since you
réferred to your recollection ~- is 1t\ppésible that one
of those rugs you .put in the back of your car in accordance

with the conversetion you had previously with Chambers, you

Chambers,uﬁq was in another sutomobile, and Chambers took
the rug out of youyr car and took it inte the other automo-
bile? A No, 1 don't think -- that didn't happen.

Q@ That did not happen. v
BY MR. WHEARTY:

w Your testimony has been that Chambers came to your
house and took eway two rugs. A That's right; to the beat
of- my recollection. -

& who would be able to back you up on that; who was
there at the time? 4 My wife pnahably could back ‘me up on
that, and we had & meid at that time.

Q What was the mald'!'s name? A I don't rememﬁer.

I think it was Miss -- Mrs. -- a Miss or Mrs. Thompson. I'm
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| member how we got her.

e8leven years.

not sure.

¢ Where did this maid live, do you know? A She lived|
in washington.

¢ Do you mow her first name? A No, I do not.

Q “"héreabouts did she live in Waeshington? A I do
not know.

Q@ Did you get her through an agency? A I don't re-

¢ Who hardled that, Mrs. Silverman? A Mrs. Silverman.

@ What did you call the maid? A Florencs.

w Florence Thompson. Where did she live, over on
Florida Avenue soméwherss? A She may have.

Q@ A colored girl, wasn't she? A Yes,

< Hoillong was she with you? A A long time; ten or

q Did you ever have any other maeid, in Washington?
A No, not on a regular basis.

Q Weil, what do you mean by that? You had a girl by
the day? A Wéll, it's conceivable that some time wo ‘might
have. had semebogdy elas. 1 remember that -- my recollection
1s that Florenhce was ‘quite temperamental and every once in a
while she would disappédr and we would have slittle trouble
getting her back.

JUROR: When did she leave your employ pemanqnt1y1
THE WITNESSE I would recollect around 1944.

Q D%d you know Victor Perlo? A Yes.
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. BY MR DONEGAN:

_ wofkdﬁ with respect to Mr. Hiss.

Did you-know John abt? « A No, not that I can rememjc

Nathan Witt? A Yess

o o &

Lea Pressmgg’ A 1 knew him alightly.
& Now, 1t's your testimony here -- is it your testlmonx

here that you have no- idea whatever &as to what Chambers was,

his real occupation?® A That's right.

> ™

Q Did you ever have any canversation with Mr. Chambers
concerhiing Mr. Hiss? A fo, I can't imagine that I had a
conversation with Chambers about Hiss. I just didn't know
Mr. Hiss.

« Had you ever keard of Mr. Hlss {n the government?
A The first time that I was conscious of Mr. Hiss was in

connecﬁiqn with this femous Hiss-Chambers case as 1t aroag

before the Un-American Committes. Thet was my first -- then
I thought back a bit and decided that I must have heard of i
Mr. Hiss in connection 'with perhaps Dumbarton Oaks and the :
. |

I

International Moretary Fund. That was the way my mind

.-D1d you jever drive around Washington or the outslde
of %ashington with Mr. Chambers 1n an automobile? A I
don't remember ever mayingjdoge'so.
MR. WHEARTY: Did you, ever discuss Harry Whi te
with Chambers? |
THE WITNESS: I don't belleve so.

BY, THE JURY:
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Q Could 1 ask tﬁi;;l‘xbu told us that you discussed
DeStendahel and art and politics. A Yes.

& Can you repesat gpproximétely any discussions of
politics, what the toplcs were? 4 Well, I have no recol-
lection of it, but I imagine it was in connectlon with what
was going on in the New Deal.

Q The New Deal? 4. I imegine so.

« Did you disgcuss Soclallsm? A I don't recall ever
having discussed Soclallsm.

G Dtd you discuss Communiam? A. I don't believe so.

¢ Well, woutd you know? A I wouldn't know.

G Did you know how to get in touch with Chambers?

A No, I did not.

¢ So, when the rugs came you couldn't have gotten in
touch with him; he had tq get in touch with you?
A Thatts right.

Q@ You are sure of that? A 1I'm practically -certain
of that.

BY MR. DONEGAN:

Q Did you have any discusgion with Chambers as to
whethér he had a family? A Yes, he did tell me he had a
femily, and he seemed very solicitous about them.

Q fhere did he say the family lived or stayed?

A My recollection was that they were in New York.

Q In New York? A That's right.

% And how many timea did you see Chambers?
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A I don't know.

Q@ FIx an approximate number. A Half a dozen times,

a dozen times.

Q Now, how oqpen would you say, once & week?
A Oh, no, nothing like that. Sometimes very -- it might --
my recollection if it is it was very uneven.

Q You saw hilm about a dozen times? 4 <Concelivablyw

Q Well, now, when waa it when you started? A I hope
we are not going to get into that question, Mr. Donegan,
about how many times you saw somebody & dozen or more yesars

back.,
B @ Well, I'm intérested in 1t because you stated you
let Mr. Chembers have .about $75. A I remember another
thing about Mr. ‘hambers. Iremember that he was always very
concerned about not having any money, and 1 once gave him a
stock market tip.

Q Now, when did you first -- how many visits did you
have with Mr, Chambers before you started to let him have
money? A Oh; maybe .three or four times. I was & notoriou:
ly easy "touch." l

Q And Mr. Champgré had just been a visitor to your
office; is that pight? A I met him &t 1uhqp several times.
Iimay have had dinner with him. Ho‘may have gppeared at
the house once or twice., I don't remembsr exactly.

« Now, who brought up the question of the rugs first? P

A It -would obviously be Mr. Chambers.
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Q Well, did he? A 1 think so.
« 1In othep words, whether it's obvious or not, did he

1or.did you¥ A well, I imagine sp. I can't possibly say,

| under the circumstsances; 12 years ago.

-

Q I reeslize it's a long time ago. And in your conver-
sationa with Mr. Chambers did he state why he was sending
the rugs to Washington? A Just merely that he had connec-

tions and tdat he could get some rugs and would I be inter-

.ested in buying one or two -~ one, I suppose, and 1 said yes

I imagine -thet I -said I would.
@ And gt that time dig you have in mind you were going
to give one to Harry Dexter White? A I don't believe so.

It's my recollection th;%‘i% wasn't so. I think that I

~must have come to that concluaien when I saw the rugs.

Q 4nd you yourself delivered the rug to Harry Dexter

[

White? A I 'believeso.
“ Now, ﬁon‘long did you have the rugs at your house
before Chambers called for the balance of the two rugs?
A I do not remember,
& Did he drive there? A Did he drive where?
“ Did he drive to your house? A 'It's my recollec-
tion that he did.
MR. WHEARTY: Did you .hélp him put the rugs in
the car?
THE WITNESS: I may have. I don't remember.
BY THE JURY:
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w #Mr, Silverman, did you feel that you got stuck, when
the dealer came in and of fered you only a hundred dollars
for a new rug? 4 You mean later, when --

Q Well, I don't know how soon 1t was after you got it.
You sald you didn"t like the color and you tried to sell it.
A No, i don't believe I was particuldrly stuck. _

Q PBut you had to pay much more. A Yes. But I believe
they were worth fully what I pald for them. I think I checke
it at the time.

¢ Did the dealer say théy looked like an imported rug?
He would know. A Well, I'm sure I wouldn't question that
they were imported rugs.

BY MR. WHEARTY:
Q Did you ever visit Chambers in Baltimore?
A No, not that I can .récollect.
Q@ I -ask you once agsin, Mr. tilverman, don't you want

to tear up a part of your testimony and tell us the rezl

| facts about these rugs? A I'm telling you the exact truth

with respect to these rugs. I don't see why ‘you keep on
insisting with respect to that polnt.
@& #hat's your present position, Mr. Silvermen?
A I''m unemployed.
Q How long have you been unemployed? A Ewer since
the House Un-fmerican Committee called me before them. .
Q fYhen was that? A Early in sugust -- prior to theat,

e weeok before that.
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¢ Were you discharged from some position because of
your being subpoenaey béfore the Committee? A Well, it
just didn't happen that way. 1 thought it was best to re-
sign, in those circumstances. I offered to do so prior to
that. My position.with the Orbach's was in public relstions.
among other things, and 1 of fered to resign when I firat was
called before the Grand Jury. And they didn't want me to
resign et that time, so I resigned after it came -out in
newspapers.

% Well, what had you done that réquired your resigning
A Well, originally, I was supposed to be on leave of absenc:
until I could flght this thing out, but then a newspaper re-
porter called up Mr. Jerry Orbach ana at that point he sald
I was né longer with the orgenigzation. I had done nothing
thHat would have caused me to -- for anything to happen. It
was just simply that I have no control over the actions of
People.

BY MR. DONEGAN:

Q Now, ¥r. Silverman, you have seen considerable news-
paper publicity with reference to witnesses sppearing before
the House Un=American Activities Committee and you have seen
e woman by the name of Eligabeth Bentley testify before thls
Commi ttee. A Yes.

& DNow, I would like to ask you a question that you
have been previéusly asked before this (Urand Jury when you

appeared before: Have you ever seen that woman now known td
|
i
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{you as Elizabeth bentley in the home of the Silvermegters?

A To my best knowledge and recollection, I never met
Miss Bentley.

« Did you ever have any -conversstions with the
stivermasters.concerning that woman? A No.

@ H;q, this Grand Jurg heard your testimony at that
time. Is theré ‘enything further you want to tell this
Grand Jury with preference to ﬁhgﬁ‘p?evious testimony?

a No, nothing whatsoever.

@ %ith reference to Ludwig Ullman, have you any knowl-
edge that Ludwig Ulimen photographed material inthe basement
¢f the Silvermaster home? A No, %‘do not .

Q@ Did you lmow that Ludwig Ullman had photographic

-material in the basement of the Silvermaster home?

A No, I do not.

Q Were you ever in the basement of the Silvermaster
home? A Yes, I was. ‘

Q Did you ever see any phéﬁographfc material in-phe
basement? A Not to my recolléction. I do know that.he
was interested in photography.

Q Now, with reference to your; employment in the govern
ment, did you ever give Ludwig Ullman or any other perscn
material that you brought home from the goverrment?

A No. And I never have given "restricted" materials to any

unauthorized ps i‘son .

G Have..you given any material, whether "rest¥icted" or




vi=-18

1538

81 lverman

| work in the govermment. A No, I nave not. Knowingly, I

. authaorized to receive them. Uo you want to cover people

- e = ——

not? A Well, I mean, that's a pretty*broa& question, as
to whether 1 gavé.anybody anything.

Q I;say,hnave you given snybody yho was unauthorilzed --
do you:know what 1 mean by "unauthorized"? A Yes. .

Q@ ony material that you obtained as a result of your
never gave anybody any upestricted” meterials unless he were

that I might have passed a memorgndum to bearing upon ==

¢ First of all, 1 wonrld like to ask you: Not only
"pestricted" materials, but materials that wasn't "regtricteq
4 Did I ever give any material?

¢ &#ny material to anybody:who was unauthorized, that
you obtained in the government. A Well, 1 would have to
say that 1 it were "peatricted"” material, I certainly did
not. Now, any other material -- after all, I was in the
govermment for a dozen years or more.

Q All right; well, let's prestrict it et this time .to
onie place. You worked in the VWar Department. A Yes, I a1d4i

¢ And you worked in & particular section with refer-
ence té thé Alr Corps; 1s that correct? A That's right.

¢ Now, did you give any materiel from that section

of the War Dgpartment to any unauthprized person? & No.

Q And note that I'm not saying "restricted." Any

material whatsoever. A Well, I simply can't answer that

queation, because I don't -~ you‘méan if I wrote a memorandu
I
l

|
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in reletion to some highly technical subjec¢t that had abso-

lutely no reference to the law or anyfthing elase? Did I give

| anybody his personnel record, for example?

& If you wrote a memorandum in connection with yaur
work in the VWar Department, did you ever glve a copy of that
memorandum to any unauthorized person? A No, not knowingl:

« All right;,now, what do you mean by "knowingly"?

A Well, my lawyer has asked me to put in the word "knowingly
because I -might unknowingly have done so, I might not have
known that the peraon was an unauthoriied person.

BY THE JURY:

Q@ Mr. Silverman said something sbout a personhel recorc
Did you ever hear of anybody being given his own personnel
record in any dppar:ment? A Well, I didn't msan it in that
sense. I might have ¢akén somebody'!se personnel record and
given it to somebody else. That would be material. -

¢ Well, did you ever do ‘that, hand out persognel
records? They are all- confidential. A Would I ever take
a personnel record of somebody's and go over it with one of
my subbrdinates'and examine the matter?

Q No; hand it to somebody, give it to somebody.

A I shouldn't think so.
Q Leave it on his desk. A I shouldn't think so.
Q Leave it in his incoming mail, for instance.

A The anawer would have to be no, I never knowingly gave

gnybody any materisl in relation to =--
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-MR. DONEGAN: Is {t possible that you did it with~
out knowing it? '
THE WITNESS: I don't see how.
Q Did ‘anyone give you anything from some other agency
of the govermment to transmit to ‘somebody else? A No.
BY MR. WHEARTY:
¢ 1 think you said youw might have talked to Chambers
about Harry Dexggr White. Am I correct in that?
A I merely um stating the general proposition that since I

had no reason for concealing whether -- anythinyg abaut the

man at the time, I imagine it's conceivable that I might

have sald something about him te Chambers. And I have abso-
litely no recolleébion of having done. so.

4. #¥ou dén't ever ‘remember having dene s0? A That's
3

.right.

Q Dpid Fou khow Chambpers under any other name atipﬁat
time? A No, I did not.
MR. WﬂEﬁRTY: Pavid -Chambers?
THE %LTNESS: David Chambers.
% And the rugs,wéfe addressed to you at your house?
A That's my recoliection.
Q They were not addreassed to Chambers? A I don't

Know,. 1 don't see how they could have been; they wouldn't

| have been delivered to my house.

¢ “In :care of you. A It's conceivable. I don't know.

BY THE JURY:
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@ You don't know whether they. weire dellvered by the
" Americen Express Company; indicating that they came from
another city, or they were dellivered by a Waéhingto-n OXpres:
company”? A It's my recollection that they came from anothe
city; New York.

Q Ware there any foresilgn markings on the packages?

1A I naven't got the faintest recollection with respect to

that matter.

« Luow .were they wrapped when you .got them? A 1 dont
remembér how they wers wrapped.

Q. Were they in a wooden box, paper box, carton, wrappir
paper? A Idon't remémber.

Q@ Were they folded br rolled? A I think possibly the

| might have been rélled.

< iell, if they came by :express, three or four rugs
would be fairly heavy, nine by twelve rugs, so that would
mean thaere is four tiimes nine by twelve, there would be a
pretty substantial charge on 1it. A That's right,

Q Don't you remepber whether you paid $4 or §2 or $18%
A I don't remember.
BY MR« WHEARTY:

Q ¥our job was to keep Harry White in line, wasn't 1t?
A I don', lmow what: .that means.

Q@ You don't? A VNo. |

Q You are sure, now, you don't know? AI'm sure 1

don!tknow.
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. S e aemm

| keeping Harry white in 1line? A Impossible.
| « Well, impoasible. Did you or didn't you?
A I didn't. t -

Q You dild not? A No.
JUROR: What would you think that meent, Mr: Silver

i man? Just think hard. A guess.

THE WITNESS: Well, "in 1line,' with something that
had to do with Communism or an apparatus or some thing
along those lines.

Q Why would the question suggest that to you? -
A Because I was called by Mr., Rosenweld, counself for
Mr. Alger Hisa, who asked me to make -- considering ~-
prospecting my making a deposition‘in favor -of Mr. Hiss in

relation to the libel suit, end among -- that's one of the-

things he told mé Chembers had told them in connection.iith
%me: firat, that I -« he was supposed to accept dues from

ime, end second, thet I was supposed to keep Mr. White in line
! & “ho told you that; Mr. Rosenwsald? A Yes.-

Q@ And Mr. Rosenwald wented a deposition from you dbout
that? A He wanted a deposition in connection with. thé whole
libel smuit.

Q@ At that time you didn'y know Mr. Hiss; right?

4 At that time I did not know Mr. Hise.
BY THE JURY:

Q “hy would they think you knew him, then, why would
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l they go te you? A Because in the caurse of the quéstioning

by Mr. Hibs' atforneys --

« Did you give them what they wanted? A 1 beg your
pardon?

@ Did you give them what: they asked for? A I was
only up there that time ‘to hear what he had to tell me. #nd
the idea was that 1 ¥as to go back to my lawyer and discuss
the possibility.

MR. DONEGAN: What date."was that?
THE WITNESS: - About two weeks ago, maybe two -and

.& half weeks sgo. .

Q@ Tell us some more about why they approachéd you for
that? A Théy were approaching everybody.

Q Oh, no, they didn't approach me. A T was going to
quallfy ﬁhat. That Mr. HIss had mentioned in the course of
his deposition during the course --

@ A little Iouder. I can'y hear you. A Mr. ==
according to what N¥r. Rosenwald told me, several people had
been mentjioned, gmong’othefa were myself and ¥r. White.

& Mentioned by whom? A By Mr. “hambers when he was
questioned by Mr, Hdiss' attorneys.

& May I éig who Mr. Rosenwald i8? 4 One of the -~

MR. DONEGAN: I don't know who he is, but I'm
agsuming from what the witness says that he must be an:

attorney for Hias.

THE WITNESS: Mr. Hisgs.

——————— e



" bd=20

Silvermann

A No, he was not.

BY MR.. WHEARTY:

" BY MR. DONEGAN:

| merely =- I meen, be reasonable, Mr. Dohegan. I'm not --

Q Do you know that to be & fact? A Well, the only --
he told me he wasd. ©oubsequently, Mr. Hiss issued a atate-
ment or ‘Mr. Rosenwald 1ssued a statément for Mr. Hiass, so I

Just assumed it was so.

Q Was Mr. Hiss there whbnmyqu talked to Mr. Rosenwald?.

H
]

!

€& Is Mr: hosenwald a little short man? A Yes.
& Ig he from Mr. MclLean's offics, do you know?
# I don'g'knqu.

MR. WHEARTY: I think it's Mr. McLean's &ssocligte.

¢ Mr. Silvergan, I believe yoy stated thdt the first
time you‘gver had; any contact with Hi'ss was out here in the
witness-room; 1is tgat correct? A Yes, sir, that's the best
1df my recollegtion;

@ To the best of your recollection. A Well, I just

I'm just merely sayin§ r- my wife and I were talking the
other day .and she pointed out to me- that some people hed
spent a !que summer in her house one year when ghe was away
at school, and the thing hdd completely drepped out of my
'mind and I cgn't even to this point remember except in a
goneral way that. that was the situation.

Q Well, do I understand that you can't recall it but

it's possible that you might have met Mr. Hiasa?
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A It's ppssible that I might have met anybody .

Q@ ILt's possible thst you might have met Mr. Hiss?

A It's conceiveble, but not from my recollection.
BY THE JURY:

@ Well, wouldn't you remember Mr. Hiss because of his
pecullar butid;llong and thin? A In all likelihood If' I
had met dr. Hiss.before, I wouyld remember it. I infer from
that that I never met him. 1 only say to the ‘best of my
knowledge, because in a lifetime you meedl 1iterally --

Q Well, Mr. Hiss oceupied a fairly important position
in Washington or seversl positions in Washington. Wouldn't
you remember a man like that? A Well, i1f you want me to
say it without quelification, I waald firmly -- I would say

firmly that I never met Mr. Hiss. But I would have to a@y

he mighit conceivably be present some day at a cocktail party

BY MR. WHEARTY:
« Did you have mutual friends? A Mr. Hiss and I?
G Yes. A Not to my knowledge.

Q Once again, Mr. Sllverman, you appreciate fully

 when I was present anc I might have forgotten him completely.

that 1f you céome before this Grand Jury and you deliberately’

and wilfully and .knowingly testify to things which you know :

to be untrue, that that would constitute the crime of perjur?

You understand that, don't you? A Yes, cértainly.

& 4nd understanding fully. whaet that situation is, do

you went to sit there in that witness chalr and teatify as
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you do»ﬁiéﬁ no qualificationa? A Thet's right., I mean,
the way I testified, I have told the truth and mothing but
the truth.

BY THE JURY:

‘W Did I understsnd you. to say before that in your
-meeting with Mr. Hiss outside, that while you didn't recdg-
nize him, he segemed to know you? A I don't believe so. I
don't rémember éxdctly how 1t happened. He might have aaked
me who it wes. |

- Well, it was a recent oacurreﬁce. It only hgppened.
A Well, I assgure you gentlemén that I just don't know
Mr. Hiss. The first time --

* .
w wgll, did he seem to. know ym? I have changed the

“ quegpign; A T vwouldn't know. I wouldn't say he seemed to

know me. !
(. I'm.a 11t}le confused. Mr., Whearty asked you twice
whether or not you had discudsed with Mr. Chambers Mr. White

and you answered twice that you -might have disquéﬁédhwith

1.Mr. ¥White about Chambers. Now- the question 1s -the reyerse:

Did you discuss with Ghambers Harry Dexter Whité?
A No, not to the best of my recglleéﬁion.-

Q Did Mr. Cﬂamperqséiicgss Mr. white with you?
A Not that I can remember. I don't believe ao.

Q¢ D1d@"#r. Chambers ever introducé you to anybody?

1 h No..

w You are definite? A Yes:
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@ Did he ever mentioned any name of any other- people,
in his.conversations with you? & None that I cam remember.

¢ mwell, not whether you can remember them or not; but
did he mention ehy names? A Well, I just don't think so,

@ Did you meét Mr, Hiss at Mr. Rosenwald's office?
‘A No. It wasn't at his offide. I met Mr. Rosenwald in
' Mr ., nosenwald's "home.,.

@ Oh, at his home? & Yes.

« Did you mgke a depositicn? & HNo. I was only up
there to listen ;: I talked it over wiﬁh my counsel,
Mr. Jaffe; and he gaid, "Go up. and see him, see what hé has
. to say." He said, “Dopnt say anything. Just find out what
it 1s he has on his mind." And t§§t4§rwhat I went up there
and that's what I did. And then I went back to Mr. Jaffe
at a later date and 'told Lim what Mr. Rosenwald wanted to
ask me. '

Q 4&nd he asked you not to make a statement?
A vell, we didn't comé to a conclusion.

G Well, what did he ask your Do you want to tell us?

A what did who% ~

& what did Mr. Rosenwald ask you? A Hewanted to knowi
did I want to.make a deposition.

w Yo what effect? # In the libel suit,

Q To what effect, what sort of & deposition?
a I imég}ne bovéring the points that have bsen resised here.

Q@ Well, without imagining, what did he say?
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A VWell, we didn't get -- we weren't talking about the
matter wﬂat I was going to be askeéd In case I declde to make
a deposition. We were just talking about fhe question of
whether I would be willing to make & deposition.

Q Well, Mr. Silverman, why would Mr. Hiss!' lawyer send
for you? # Beecause in the -~

Q@ To make a deposition. A As I understand it, in the
coursé of examining Mr. Chambers, ¥r. Hiss' lawyer examined
Mr. Chambers, Mr. #osenwald told me that they had Mr. Chamber
there for two and a half days, certain things had come oJut
which made it appear advisable to Mr. ﬁosenwéld that he
should get in touch with me and several other people that
Mr. Chambers had mentioned and have us make depositions.

¢ -Yhy would you go to his house to do 1t? Wouldn't
1t be natursl that he would come to you? A He lives right
one block --

G but, stil, why would you go to his houss? He has
an office here in New York, hasn't he. You were doing -some-
thing for him, he wanted you to do something for him. Why
should you go to“his house? A Vell, 1 don't think™that
i1t ever occurred to me that it made any aifference Lf he
asked me to come up to his house and =--

MR. WHEARTY: Did he ask you or did you volunteer?
THE WITNESS: I don't know. 1 don'y remember.

“« Was his first talk on the telephone? I mean, how did

he get in touch with you? A He called up several times and

-




T

13

bd=25 Silvermsan

two or three times.-I was oyt all those times. And then fin-
ally I wasn't going to get in touch with Lim. I talked it
over with Mr, Jaffe and wé decided --

« #Halt, now. before then he must have told you, he
got you. And what did he tell you when he got you an the
telephone? A Whether' I weuldn't get 1n touch with him,

Q Did hexsay about what? &4 Well, I knew, by that time
He said in what connection.

Q How d%d_you know 1t? A He told my wife over the
phons when 1 was not there. |

Q@ Did you meet him during the day time or in the evenin
A In the evening.

« Would that’' be customary, to tell that to a man's wife
without his consent? A Just.that he wanted to see me in
connection witﬁ_the~Hisa-éhamers - )

Q Yes. 4 It would be a.perfectly normal thing.

« Might- that not have embarrgssed your wife? 4 1In
what respect? I dén't quite understand.
| Q Well, if you don't understand it, then I'm sorry, I
can't explaln 1t,

BY MR. WHEARTY:

Q@ Where do you live now, Mr, Bllverman? A 2325 ==
gee, I've forgotten my address.

Q What was the address you were starting to glve us?

2325 == A That was my Callfornia one. 2355 West 23rd

Street. ) ‘
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~ JUROR: 1In New York? There is no such number here.

Q Is it in New York? A Y@s.

.Q vhat'siyour address?. A 255 West 23rd.

Q what's your teleplione number? A Watkins 4-6244.
BY THE JURY:

@ Was-Mr. Rosenwald ‘ever in the govermment service in
Washington? A Of course, I dontt even know whether I
should: -- whether this conversation with Mr. Rosenwald 1s s
confldential character or what. I don't know anything about
Mr. Hosenwald. .

+ @ Did M¥Mp. Raosenwdld tell you he is & lawyer or an

. inveatigator? A '@9}1, he told me he was a lawyer, Hiss!

lawyer. I heppen to know that.

Q You mean yol knew it before? A Well, I remembered
having met him befors. -

¢ Under what circumstances,had you met him before?

4 I had met him in .a lawyer's office.

Q About what? A He was Just there when -~ my origin:
lawyer in this case was Mr. Oseas. He was assocldted with
Mr. QO=eas.

Q Well, now, that clears thet up. A Yes, I knew he
was 8 lawyer. I had no reason to question he was Hiss' lawye
I mean, I haven't gotten to the polnt where I have those
shadows to fight with.

Q@ And how recently did that happen? A Abeut two and

a half weédks ago.
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Q Mr. Stlvermén, ¥r. hosenwald, I understand, was an
assoclate of your former lawyer. A That's right.

« And you met him before. Then ftjqun'tggntipelyf
pointless that he senht for you to make a déposition in regarc
to Mr. Hiss, was 1t? He'knew about you before. & Oh, no;
he told me very ‘explicitly how it came about.

¢ Did I understand that correctly, that Mr, Rosenwald
was anr assog¢late of M?. dSea;‘qnq Mr. Oseas was your first
counsel, your counsei when you appeared here the first time?’
A Yes. -

@ Is He still an sssoclate of Mr. Oseas? A No. He
told me he wasn't. ' )

Q Well, whqg 48 he gséociatad with now? A I don't kn

‘Q  But, ;til}, he sends for you to make s .deposition
for Mr. Hlas? A He wahts to see me.

& Out of your own lamyéen's office? A He wants to
see me to know the possibility of my meking a deposigion.

Q Difd you gl¥e him any informdétion? A About whdt?

Q Well, what we are talking sbout. A I only went
there with the view. to firid out what he wanted.

Q Well, but did you give him any inforéation? A No.

Q W%hy did ‘you want torfind out, what 4id you care?

A I didn't care. As a matter of fact, I wgas golng to ignore
it completely.

Q But“you went to his house; he didn't go to your house

A Well, i don't see that there {is --
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o] Dtdﬁhq m;ntion the rugs to you? A No.

¢ Nothing.at-all? A No.

@ Did he mentiong anything st 211? A I explalned
what he*ménticqu;to me.,

G Well, I mean specifically,you didn't explain any
specific item, A He had sald that Mr. Chambers, in the
course of the questioning with respect to the desposition,
had said that Mr. Chambers had seid that I had -~ that he
had taken dues from me and that I was there to keep Mr. ¥hit:
in Iins.

Q Do you own a typewriter, Mr. Silverman? A No, I
de not. ’

¢ Did you ever.own @ §Ypeu%iter? A I don't believe .

.Q@ Did you ever usé a typewriter? A I don't know how
te use a ;ypeuriter,

¢ W¥hat did you pay dues for? A Vhat did I pay?

§ Yea; I mean, whdt dues was he talking about?

A He sald that Mr, Chembers, I think, accused me of having
received -- haviné paid him dues. That was in relation to m:

Q Well, did he say for what? A I don't know.

Q Well, couldn't you hazdrd s guess? You are doing
a little guessing. A Well, iq_réferenco to this contest
and in relation to other accusutions he made. I suppose
it was In connection with Communlst Party membership.

G Did you éver pay such dues? . A No.

BY MR. WHEARTY:
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@ Agaln I want to say to'qu,in all sincerety,

Mr. Silverman, thatl believe you aught to conslder carefully
the testimony you have given here today and consider whether
you are sure that -you have told the truth and nothing but
tie truth. A There is not}ing for me to consider =zlong
tiose. 1ines. It was my avéry int9nf1pn to talk sand tell
tle truth and I prevailed upbn my Iawyer to. let me talk,
agd I -~

Q@ You thought you wouid,get rid. of it that way?

4 No, I had no thought that I was going to get rid of
anthing.

MR. WHEARTY: L dom't ‘think we hdve any further

questions of Mr. Siltverman.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)




