menes withoal limiting it rheworical commaitmenis,
peacemaking is wir fenoe sdde dlrirs Teis 10 the diplo-
ey of the '908 what “low-inensine conflice” was w rhe
Pernagen oF the "30s—g term that appears o corre
sprnd ta a canceqi, bt 3y in fact so ambigaons as w be
devoid of meaning. 1t s a general formula, impased by
tnellectual brute force on 2 wiodd that confounds gen-
eralization, & prodoct of the mentalice thae sees the
world as a unificd place, eusily policed by & neural
internadenal gusrd, As President Clinten Tas fovnd
oL, susl a world exists anly in ihe fevered imagination
af Beatros-shal arel ks cohori, Han HECERLITE prpu-
lar backlzsh against ingeration) engagemeni is w be
averied, liberul internarionalism opeeds to be roacoed
fram [iberal toultilateralism—theugh oo, one hopes,
b UK, foAm.

b ok, Lara is cogecu v editer ot The Sefiorecd Foderest

HE HISS DOSSIER

By Marta Schait

n February of tast vear, while conductdng rescaech

ot the Hungaran Secret Police, T oame upon o

slirk I'.'lrilgi:ng documeris amang the resricted Gles

o the Tnenior "'J'i-ris‘_'l_"!.' in |:'.|_1.;'::1]'|._'::-;|_ T T
il e, T foanad within theae Fribfaers @ zemes of L|_':|_|'|_:=.|:;|"i|:||_x
thar case :!ig.'"l_il'l-r:-'ml light ot one ol the maosr con-
lentcus quesbons of the cold war: Wae Alger Hiss x
Communisl spy? For years after his comvicton on
churges of Idng o the Hewse Tn-Arerican Activities
LCinrnmitiee, Hiss™s suppntices contiueed te mainsin his
inmwenee {and sl del, claiming he was fmuned 1y the
MelCartheites, The Budapest [Tles suupest cthat they wore
WO,

The facts of the Hiss rase are well-known. fn che sum
mer of 1145 the House Un-Americsn Activide: Oom-
mitlee noecused Tiss of heing a menber of the Amearican
LA Lryiar 11I'|-:_'||';|_'|:|rr\-q_|-|_u|_|_':_ and Al f‘-"pi'}ﬁil.l':,"'ﬂ:. The
clrges were shocking: Hiss, presideur of the Carnepgie
Favdrwment fpr liternationsl Beage, bad lomg hien
AEMLIOr STATh HF!E‘I-’LL el othacial. The Aual’s cose
Apainst lum was based an oohe wsiioeny of Whitaker
Chamhers, a former member of the American Commn-
nist Party who bad workerd wich Hawss i the State Dhepar-
ment Chambers, who bad quit the Parry aftor the Sial-
inise purges of the lae 19305, claimed thar he had
served as a conduit between Hiss and rhe Soviet secrec
service, As eviilenwe, he presented the comanintes with

dliorvments (some ol them in Hiss's handwritingy thar |

[rroved Llizs had compnitied high treason,

Hiss vigorously denied Chambers's accusaions, I a
aatement o the comioilles he declaved that be Tad
never heen a member of the Conrmunise Parm at iy of
its frone arganizations and that he bad never had Coas
gnuiist fends. The commitice snd e cours v
rgainst bim, In January T830 Hiss was found guilty of
perjury and senienced o fve yeirs in prison.

As a legal maner, the case againse Hiss had been
decided. But quesdons of his goilt and the serarin of
Chambers's testimeny continued 1w foel  disputes,
between the left and the sight. Hisss supporters
pointeel o Inednsistencies in ambers's esimony,
acvusng Chambers ol offering up Hiss 1 the commit-
coe Ik oader to save himsell,

ut there now emerges another wilness for the

proseeiszion: Noel Havilland Feeld, Fisld Tl

worked wirh Hiss an the State Degarmment dar-

imgr thae 1950k at the same time be was aloo
admiltedly spying o the Soviet Union, Tearing he
winil] e ealled before e quac, Field left for Fasiern
Curepe in 1944, where he was sonn arcesied znd impris-
onedl i Budapesr in one of S@lin‘s purges, Befurs hia
release o 1904, Field was questcued in grear deail
Aol hiswnrk Az a 3oy, I stetemenis 1o 1 ITunganan
serrer Police, unul recemidy buried in seeren Dles, he
described at lengrh hiz close prodessional and personal
relatnnship with Alger His.

Like [liss, Ficld was a product of the nest schonla.
He shudied poliveal scienee gt Ilareard and inerna-
tional law at Boston Universing He wrute his docrors)
hesiz on the Leapue of Mations and disarmament
before going o work for the State Depaetment, In his
stivemnent o the Husgarian autinrites, Feld recoinms
his eaely bfe as a spy:

From 1927 graduslly | sizried w Jive an ilEegal lie oo
Pletehy sepiute from mg official e .. § mznagod b over-
corme: v inhibitons amd ek on the LEpinnage [or Lhe

L suviel imeeliigenee secvice, | prevared relerences alvnn
my collesgues, alsa abrained dml lurmed over the report
writen el sen o Mew Yirk by L the Aaeerican amhas
enclor v Meverwa. o, T sles reganied onothe picprLlion nf
tho Flear Donicrcice b Tordnn [1GH05-0035].

Dairing this time. Field repaoats, Hiss also wos w .-_-r'q:j;r_g
for the Soviels, Although Field daln’c bnew it al e
rime, bodds of them repocied o the samme g, o Tlun-
Exirdan Grmnmunist wamed Joszei Peiers, (Chambers es
tticd helors be M thai be had alse repored 10
Peters, and named 7= and Field as being nneler
Perers’s direadon.] Field first discosered (har Tliss was
wirking as a spy whe, oo the fall al 1935, [Tise
approdached him;

Humi ... wamred o receuit e dor 2EL0ARRE e Lhe Sovcr
Vninn, 1 digl oo Gl fesFight anawe: anrl canelesaly 1ald
L Usat T weas already worklog for e Sovdicrinelllgoeee. . . .
[, Fram whid Eliss wkl me, that he was working for the
Sarvivl seerar sorvice, ) dvew the coneliaben that Chans
ere wEd Hiss's voper cona I the wereer sorvioe, Loo.
Later ir heramne coriaue. fist wher o Claulws's far choy
fpum she scoret rearerial o) b ITiss amd thea wle: |
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Chiumtbers's rr~.'|ri11'|n-n:|-' made it ¢lear that he knew of rhe
conversation between Iiss and myeseld, when Hiss trded
Teeric TG inus Lhe scercl servive. .

Ficld’s Seviet eomnact in Washingrton, Hedda Massing,
was [uows when Field told her ha had bhown his cover
o Tlise 0 reeeivedd 2 siern reboke from her,” e recalls,
“Hhe did not know what her boas would say 1o thae, with
whorm, by the: way, | never got acquaineed. A linle laer
she old me T had done a greaier deomage than | vwowded
helieve and that becavse of me the: whole work had oo
he roorganized,” ( Testfvingr later in the Hiss weial, Mass
1y reporced chat she was inucduced e iss ata dinner
Tk 1wl Tield's. Massing asked Ficld sa inwraduce her to
[liss becanse ahe wanted (0 complain to him for nying
o b Fiedd it bis own organizadon, O couree, she
swid, she was not weolr upsel withe Tliss, since "we hooly
worked for the same boss.")

B8 wWazn'L the valy one Tield rold about bis
sooret Iife. T e, be was dangerousy mlkative
alroul Lis work and repeatedly reveuled him-
self tre onhers, including several prominest
Ceryiouyn Coammuaniges:
T T35 Trevealodd aoypse 6 A lper 11es, I 1043 [ ocdd Wi
Yiliilersr and Pal Merker: ten, 1 194945 30 Wacsaw [T t21d]
o Siiva, an [odian jornalist, aboul my secec oo is-
mican. ... 1 eald 1lee sane we el Becz, ans. . I Thece b
1943 § eulied ro Wax Dedachy e slanf my memnbiership,

Field's indiscretion: put him at risk. By the mid-
[9%ds, o was widely known thar e wis 0 Communise.
He was ane of the first to be branded publicly by ihe
Criac, Field became meore sard more worred about his
vilneraliility; he moved to Eurepe 1o ke o job or the
League of Nationg, but leared {rightly) that he would
b exiradiied o the United States o appear hefore the
committee. “1was olien ina panic becauss chey brouglh
me news [ I035] thar [ would e aecused g the Co-
gresa,” e vecalls in Uhe intervicws, His anyiey incresed
as, one by one, his Sovel conlheis betaved the cause
and lestifiedd apainst their former comsades, General
Walter Krivirsky, n 1o Sovied ntelligence afficer whe
famoualy defected in 1037, singled oo Fieldd as o spy, as
did Massing, whr nuened against the Soviets at the cned
al ghe *30s, '

In 1541 Figldl's Connpanast actvatics cost him Dig jub
al the League of Mmigns, Feld repocts thae virmally
aleie among lis triends, Hiss was a1l willing 1o help
bim: “Tn 1840 T received o lelegam from Alger Hiss, m
Irignd i Yastongtoen, who was thee aca high post in
the Smte Deparimnent, thal e bad recommended me as
an assislant a the newly appoiaied poveroor of the
Philippines.” But Ltit'Ju'.:u =11 ttt:nu_gh.'lm save, "ilue w
the cppositicn of cermin rincles”

The: previons sumnmer, certain iz was just 2 marter of
dme Betore he wonld he expased by the commitioe,
Field traveled to the United Staes 1o seek Hiss's help.

From e geuss Llvarned thar krisieky waa hanong s
in Washingron and I had e be preparecd that he might

revedl e, Sineo Fliss, in thesry, bocw all abon suc, 1 oomald
intorma hiny, whifens mooeh Pneaching the Tws of ARCTEY,
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that [wns in danper. ... We agreed that if be gos oy infor
ciialiong abeaet #, he would send me warning, bl no such
WAroing Ceer caime,

Field's Sevien contacts had oo him ofT e didn’c
hesar u word for four vears. Finally, in 1948 he recrived a
wisit from an |r|:|-::n:|1'i'r'¢ in Switrerland.

He asked me whether wy earlier poliical wiews hisd
remained dhe same. and i 3 wag willmy o werk for the
Savier Tnlon acain. [ gave 2 poslteve answer... e
ingiructed me b broak all iy party contacts and Lve Jike an
Apolidcal man. e alsn asked me w build pond relation-
slaipe with the cmployces of the American consule and
othcr Artetians

This meeting, however, was not faflowed T any other.
The Sovdels Bad become increasingly suspicious of
Field. All of Ficld's former contarts iad wened against
the Parly; naturably, the Soviels were wary ol Fiedd, tuo
Al Field ilida’' bhelp maricrs, Feeling inseoure heragse
of the loss of his Sovaet contaets, he told aarudy within
earshot that he was a Sevielspy In a lener to her [Tun-
pariat conuades, Maris Welterer would lator remark:

Lo 1143 n Switrerland Mocl Eleld wld e bow hapor he was
thas al Tast 4 Soviel comrade had apgeaed, with wham he
lac wgreed fhat Woel saould gen bseractione from B, Fle
was deeply deprossced when the comrade dil wst rarn up
L.

Ficld™s depression turned mopanic when, in 1943,
Iliss was sumiminmeed Lo Appear before the HuAC,

When 1 leamed aboue the Amedcan attack—T lank i1 was
oo Crewaber [T—I beaimie hysievlc, ... We avnided 510 aen-
Lact. with Americang, since we wear swperting 2 Wik [Tom e
ne-ars, The door a2l the relsphinme WCTE anseered omly by
my wife. Taveiderd ewpo the sirrcunding of rthe consida.
Apart [reny this L apent alf mme time veadigg the pudlic cam-
mamices af the comuiiwne ... My plan was ool w bve noa
Westeen Europesn couney from where the Amicrican
antharitics could Fore s Tack s Amictiea. 1w afieid that
Dweuld be comvicred (o0 eapianage.

Ficld reperis that he didn'c Tear merely for himaelr,
Laut for Flies also.

[ s alvasd 1 riight liwrm achers, prunily iny friend Alper
Fiss, i | oremrned aler the arack of the Heen, Alyror
defenided himself ar (he comobites with prear intelligence
T had been wained s o Tawyer and bnew all the phraes
anr reicks, 1 on the ot limrl, bad mo cxpseienes. . 1 2id
M1 Wil iyde U ennngh ta soand in ool od e arcyzera and
somn Inmacent” in o chenr Goes .. 1 also aodecstasd the
sapie bromm a shesr lerrer from Higs whio -:|I|-.'ir|'||.;'|:.= ronilsl s
uTne openly

Field cecided to moss 10 Eastern Carope and ey 10
hind work in Canchoslovakia, kast Germione or mavhe
Poland, [u these contrics docens of his fricnds, aong-
Tades and contagis were L IMpRTmNT [ty o govern-
mientl pusts. e konew prople thers whom he had et
dwring b wie as the head of the Uoiudan Service Com-
roittes, and wheam Be gl supported fnancially, so le
ronld capect them to e helpfil. He visited hic friends
one aver the ather, ot discovered he was nal weleome
Orn My 11, 1940, in Pragae, the Soviet and e Hiun-




garian State Security Authorities arpested Field and
iransporied him o Huogarsy, where he was o boonme
the principal target in one of S&lins show mials, The
aperalion was carried our b oo les than Fiador
Biethin, head of the Gentrl-Eastorn European section
of the Sovier Saee Security and the depuy head of the
Flengarian State Security Authorir,

ARz Field disappeared, his wii, Herra, hig brother,
Hersann, and his adopred dawghier, Erika. alsa disup-
peared bwhind the iron curin. Hermann was arrestre
in Wirsaw on Awgust 22 Four days Iater Herm was col-
lared i Prague amd Iransporied o Hungary; Lrika was
caught in Enst Berlin, canvicted by e Sovier, military
oonre and semt to Vorkuta prison camp. "Confidentia)
work,™ i mras oot was o famile radition with the
Ficlds, Hiz mnther, wife and sisterin-law ] woeked fiar
e Bussians, The Svviess silenced them all, togerhier
will dozens of others wha haed koo Fiefd, becanse
they wensted o e dd ol everyhody whas krew about his
secret wark.

For Gve years, Fleld was ield in isolion in 2 Hursgzar-
i prisci, without setence or rial. In an LredEic meial,
brar Fledd and Hiss were veleased frore prisan vn the
sune day, a votacidence that Field remacked he fownd
“disturbing.” Field applied for aslum in Hungany, and
Irvesd there onil Tis deach in 1970 ar the age of 5D,

o addinion e the many references Field wakes

Hiss in the Badapes: docunents, there ars copies

of lerters exchanged beowean ie twa men, Just as

Hiss lad tried o help bis friend angd comracde
when Fietd had Losc his fob, Field, afer lds release [rom
prisom, reiec to help Bliss in soime way. in July 1967 Field
Wrete a loiser to Hiss, offering compoge a puhlie
staternent declaring tharn Hiss was non g Commnrenis oe a
spv The essence of the deter i as follawe:

Vel nog kow whedhar a statsmicenn Hoos me ar s gine ean
do men harm tha good, i view of the 1enewed noun ey
wzEnnning any mame Unless and wonil Thear fon v,
shall mainiain sileace with regad tn e PLasaingy restimiooy.
My suEpistion il o apres=—snll e tn wse some sdahle
OECAAIAI ., , 10 Migke 2 puletic stbernenn alooge the follewing
limes: § wish toe stane combarically it the wstimane ol
Hodela uasing | wos perjurce from the legrinning us the
enrd. Mo mec ung i my amrmeil hetween Hedels hlaneiing
urtd Alrer Hiss ever ronk place. nesr g the bes of v kit
e, arpwhere clss, The alleguel sulye L oaceer af the co

wrsion oo oporg Gleicarion. . My definie persnnl
bniowelurge of the podvmed Chasecter of this pardrular b of
eddence s the clrace proof ro me—arido gf Ny ER[ET
e of par prirsnality and cutlaok—ol e Falehoog af
the regd ol the tess mcae on which Ol LEE OO el

Fliss replied] we a handwrirmen levter, alsa contained in
rhe archives;

Ticar Muael,

<o TUwis plassnng o hesir frem o after a0 oy pens
el i gLtk et shal Barh vo: ol Flert ave well and, deapi e
all you lewe been dhzough, that sou hzve retained wne
clajec liviey andl _'\_-.'\-'"_IT.'-'!11'|H‘::’-I|I:. fur cthers

v Ik un with iy WA Yo oier 1 Pul wour stane
Mezell i arfigdadt fuma or w i it pablio diey Gees that i
0T neCCasu v ! this present e, | Jrersenaly Gl i hard

1 hemliewe hiat any sensible preveeen rank Mis, Masdng's tesn
maory &l serinaly al the i,

The exislenae of thess Jotiers is nel new, Field's letr
t Higs has Jowr been freld tps by Hiss's supporeers
evidence thar Field koow Fliss was innocent and w
ollering to correct 4 wiong. Howeser, in tighit 0l Tiele
ardmnission to the Hungarian anibworities thar Hiss he
inderd| wned e cecrait hirm and had aperkeen ahon
with Hedda Massing, it is now clear that Field's leete
was linlemded a3 a rose, part of the Sovied disintoom
Listh AT Wigen on Hige's hehalf, In Few there are severs
drafts of Field's letter ino e Budapest arclive: the S,
ot reworked it sovecal dmes befpee ullowing it o b
mailed, This was't the: fese time Field had had his wes
ing “improved” by e Party, When Field g i) politics
staement. a3 part of his requirements 1 pain polite:
a¥lum in Hungary, the minister of ke interio
appointed a commilies e pewark e paper wodl on
et with offieial appeoval;

[0 es thaem rask ol tes commpnities appei e by the jginister of
the interior o stuch anrl recafstuer the bt writen ke
Mocl Ficlrl, aceording moche fllosing wipeeta: 73 The stae.
e has 1 be mare derisive, gurs rOLICLE, mare 1o e
Poinl 28 Should condesg the pofies of the Urived Srateg
mare slmapfy, 3 The coadermason of Ailzn Miglles. wha
warees of wWitls his Ij.a.l'lﬁL'n:HI.E PD|:Ii-:'!¢:. sl el e ST Led
b enllicient sdidecue. 1 The Mara phasmalogy. hmsoyer,
sheaald be avnided
Foth Ficld and His kaew very well thar sheir cor
rezponcénce was rewl and copied al loeh ends. Fleld
was Under exiremely close surveillance, Mis servange
were planis, hes telephone was hugeed wnd his magl
apened. The politicai eadership considered Field
such & anporrant pereon thae his every move had ta
e approved by cdTiciads of e party and the graern
meni,

Rievitably, 2ome Hiss supporiers will contend tha

the dacaments contained in the Budapest ar hive

are sowird forgeries, or thar Field's saement was

ooroen, DUt there §s mo reason for deull on
cither counc Field knew (ar his Tes ey ur the Hune
garians wis heing redewed by the St Semriey
Airtharite. He couldn™ cluim ke or anmgie elar had
worked for the Soviet Unign i they had not, sinee the
Russiana and the Hunparians ragily cond bave cheched
up o g,

Az Lo the Soviens fabricating the documente, reme e
bec that at the e of Field's confession. the Seders
wers concucting a nissive puhlie CAM|EATAL protesiog
that TTiss was innocent. They haid rrething 10 gain hy
creating documents than would andermine thair sfior
iy keep dhe truth from geiting our. Mearly a hal
cenlury Iater, however, they are oo lenger araund @0
pITeR eI i,

hARI SCHMIDT, 2 hisior s, s the autbior of o Lnaks
o Tungarian Jewish hiswory, Phis srbicle s adapred
froen a paper she delivercd this meanth a1 Mew York Uni
sty Cenrer for European Stidies.
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