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Derarest Alpar and Tuabel,

IV Rot tno Ey;ﬁnn all Prﬂumhlﬁﬁ heve o tell Wk Elaan Among my Fe] losr
HacTmrell Colunists I8 Richatd Owed.  Urom start o @dddle == it dan't ovrer
ver == this encounler bas heen among Lhe grest welvditles of =yr life,

Nle conpases oDpefae, as you Tdy <now) his otleer professien interesied oo
L« hﬂglq Wikl only insofar as T marked hlo dowdn as one of Thes, ood found Lt
tathier odd since most people here earn their livinze tezzching, The cnuposers
all torture us oy plaving uws hours of thedr ghastly astonalities which we politaly
endsara, and in 3uch & spplili I mat down to lis:ten to a short opers of Mwen's. He
honded me a capy af cthe scere; it aatd che likhrectiat was ¥lchael Ftralght. "Mh
1 toow Michael Btraizhe,”™ I said [exasgpeating: T only hed a couple of convorsa-
Lioms “Lilh the bBlighter on the Vioekard). ‘Whersupan Cwen sald that he slqaelf
hardly ¥naw him: thay'd cach been coomiszioned to do Eheir H;t and 1t was aniy
aftatwards hetd leatmed that Straipbt was a "cleoset comndle —= and It cowld hawe
ruined oe if £t Ml eome out: mo, Alger Yise's judse.” Iy aeari Lelpped. T 3ald
thedt unlike I3 Acralghe, whon in fact I'd only met, dlrer L8 wy Freiend.

The ahock to Yim weaned even areater thanm it had hasa e fe. T cennot
gomver G0 you hov stranze he has been ahout [b.  Anvway at that polnl he played
his npera and I prakended to listen and @e precended to be playias 1t aml! llstening
tag it hia apirstion was extreme; later somcone in a neighbweries studio safld e
Lt pane on pounding his ploge with something like violenee until nearly midanishiL.
I wan at mldnipht, bBaclh at t4e main ledge, that T encountered bim aznlon: fue sald
how sprey e waz, That are you sorry for? I asked, awd b wonbled something about
wishing he'd aover Srowpht LE o, s0rfy Lo cauae uiploasapteess obo. AT fetacds
af sLuff beipped oup, Sow ha %noew what afforts WMetor had made to awvold havina
les ag judge, how he'd apent Inorcinate cEfort and a moctih af his Life on writing
the opinlon because he was aware af fte historic impettance ana how Lo would he
read by many outside Lhe lasw €1 satd 77 scea 1t), how he'd secen the TLLm last

yaar and thoweghl Lb "faile™, how he'd hoard abowt the lamble amploymant you'd bees
forced to tesort boj and justificatiom about Aeree all, he"d only heen sried Lo
Eproncunce on the fairmesa of the orisinal triazle end he thought they were and
gp 1t was. PBut the tone of thia was all so add, Apologetie to the point of
prasantlag WimselF for flagellation, and laks agrr "aorries”.

“all Lf that'e what he wants, T thouzht te wysalf next day, T'11 obline.

iftar work bach o3 the lodze thare he was, Jdring be glve we a mactini and Ealiz



abnnt It some mote. 1 Elgueed a pesslble approach would Lo onet te elose il
aff or provole hostdilley By making Lt persomal, bt throuzh the syskem, lhat
4 plty that we don'l eaploy the Bapeleonic Cole, was the Lime, and Lry Lhe
whole mang for if only he had heen made aware of the whiale Alzer ne would heve
sppn Chere is ne nne alive of greatse prohlty, Intogefey and ilatzlligonee, And
that to wy mind the eountry showld he homoring him for heing a freat Anerican.
[T hate the whnele 1daa of Oreat A bhuk war trviog my hand at Mwea’s languazz.
Mzll what o you know but ha accepbod ‘evarything I gaid (Lhe spesclt woik
an evoen longer and oore fulnomoly buot T won't coharrass you with all of 1th. e
seemes qulle unhnrjﬁrnﬂ withy ahe prohlem of assimilating eny contradfecion ——
3ut:ua£=znit suffely from Lwo Eeswvers vigual deflcienres: salic sipht {nne winlon
out of mach eye?) plus a bad get of che Blindcre. Thus he =2ald that soweenn
fa Tollsh=souncing name starting with W Lrom hoston, quite old and dn the Eawh
had nok leng wpe explained to Rdm thac in cha nhe the mosl comcernesd ard Twnest
apnpla had joinmed the left.  He pronounced thia as theuph Lt were a historic
tevelatfon: 1b had helped him, he matd, &o snderstand how 8 =an ke Alsce wisht
have "pone wrons”. OF course L6 he couldn't helieve you had “aoun weonn" IE
might call bls ows 1ilTe in question, aad ha's not IEHC}IHT cannble of that. [T
he were only coprble, weady of not I'! pureue it heczuse far fvom avelding the
catter he oootinmes Eo meke thesa grevelling apolopies, FLTikes sw an Alck.
ceminds me, lw fact, nf nothing s¢ mach As =y BROUTLETE wlth warlous Info¥-ieTa
1i%e Fmidd Schulbe=s, (WS, upon pesting me, very ﬂruﬁh:'T wanl vou to Wmow L
never pove your father's pane.”  &ht "Whare feihers' names did you pfvel”]
fwen Le lemwing here next week, othekewlsze ' agk von if thete were

snybhing you'd Llke ae £Q take up with bim. Tt thal there's wmuch peint ooy,

Lok of lowve, M
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but ~- well, cerle, isn't 1t.
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It1l be passslag through T on che way home on Aug 29, Don'i expoct L 1 Rrare
he there btuk will eing hoth numbars,

Fleage ghare this with Victer LL yould like; can'e write [v Ewice. Ao gl

\‘LA'S.::_ M@Wc—ffw'ff’r
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or untf Send Thoo To V Toprrom:

him wy lovre.



