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Copy for Mr. Davis

Memorandum of conversation with Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey May
at Erwinna, Pennsylvania, Saturdey, October 23, 1948.
Mrs. Hiss was also present.
Mr. end Mrs. May hzve recently returned from e yéar's service with the
United States Mission in Greece. Mr, Mey was at the Harvard Lew School at
sbout the same time Bill Marbury was, greduating in the class of 1924.
He has written on domestic relations problems and has hed = noteble career
in social service ectivities. Before going to Greece he had an important
position with the Social Security Bosard. Mrs. Mey is & former economics
professor at Goucher College and was with the Budget Bureau just before
‘going to Greece. Priscilla and T r«é known then very well since becoming
their next door neighbors in the early summer of 1936.
Mr. and Mrs. Msy recall thst they moved into 1243 30th Strect shortly after
#e had moved in. The two houses were pert of & renovation development handled
; by Gillistt and Company, Originelly it had been expected that the entire
project (comprising eight or nine smell frame houses) would be ready for occu~ ‘
pancy by June 1. Delays on the part of the contractors mede this impossible
for some of the houses, including 1243, 1245 and 1247.(We hed mede errangements
to lesve 2905 P Btreet on June 1 and because of the deley in completion of 1245
30th Street spent two or three weeks at the Hotel Mertinioue. Mr, Davis is
checking the ‘records of our registration there to get the exsct dates. It would
eppeer from the utility records thet we moved into 1245 30th Street on the first
of July.) Mr. and Mrs. May think that our house was completed before theirs was
and that they moved in sometime between July 1 and July 15. (Mr., B111iett's records
may help settle the date of our moving in and the date that the Mays moved im.)

1




Both the Mays and we are confident that we became acqusinted end friendly
from the moment they moved in., The two houses were identical in size and com-
struction and the walle were so thin that it wes elmost like living in the same
house, As they pointed out, the yards were like extensions on the smell houses
and the two families and the third couple (the Jemes Robbs were in 1247) were
constantly in snd out of each other's houses and yards, talking over the fences and
through the windows. A1l the houses hed large windows fronting on the yards so
that thers was 2 goldfish bowl sspect sbout life in the three houses which made the
congenislity of the three sete of tenarts = most fortumste ciremmstance, ¥e had
many things s2nd friends in comzon with the Meys and got to knov them well very
rapidly. ‘

Both Mr. snd Mrs, May are gonfident on the bezis of their separate and
umgoached recollections that we had only one csr =i 30th Street, that 4 sedan
which Ooeff remembers as a Plymouth, Neither of them ever saw the Ford or knew
thet we ever had it, A1l cars were parked continuously on the streets in George-
town in those days, and there was mmt.d parking on 3Nth Street. (Incidentally
neithar Priseills nor I have any recollection of belng burdened with two cars when
we moved from 2905 P Street to the Mertinique, which is on 16th Street and would
reise parking problems.)

Agein without any coaching the Mays were independently convinced that
we were not teetotalers diiring the time thot they kmew us bhecause it hes a2lways
been their custom to serve drinks to those vho come in thelr house and to expect
that their friemds would do 1ikewise. Consequanily they do notice friemds who are
either teetotalers or tipplers.

They remember our musicel interests well bscause the thimmess of the
walls made Priscilla's playing and Timmy's practising end our playing on the
recorders very familiar to them.




Neither of them ever heard Priscills or me spesk in any derogetory
way of Thayer Hobson. Their recollection on this point is perhaps of some
significance as we learned for the first time in talking to them on Saturday
thet Geoff had advised Thayer with respect to his divorce problems at the
time he wes getting his divorce from Priscilla. (Thayer's firm, Morrov and
Company, published one or more of Geoff's books on domestic relations, which
led to Thayer's asking for legal edvice on his own divorce problems.) They.
both remembered well Tim's accident and his being incercerated in the house and
receiving his homework via the school bus. On the subject of Tim's physique
Geoff remembered him as chubby but Elizebeth remembered him as smell end would
in retrospect think of him as thin rather then chubby. (Thie is not = matte;
of significence ss the school records on Tim's beinz overweight are sveilable.)

Neither of them saw snyone that could possibly hsve been Crosley/
Chambers coming to or l=aving our house, elthough they met or knesvw 2bout our
guests and would have been impressed with our ability to put a2uyboedy up over-
night in that tiny house.

They both remembered that we had twé Bocker speniels at 1245, a fact
much in evidence in &= house of that size.

Our house, like theirs, was open %o constant coming and going of
friends, =nd they never had any feeling of needing to stand on formslity in
coming to see ;s and freguently found other friends they knew had dropped in.

Geoffrey thought that Chsmbers should be asked the eclor of the
houses (they were then but are no longer a bright and almost offensive yellow
with disconcertingly blue shutters. Anyone who sav even & 1little of the
houses during thet period should remember them. They slsco pointed out thst

in the yard of the Todd- Lincoln house, which is directly across 20th Street,




there was then a coach house which has now been made into = dwelling house.)
In their msny comversations with us on matters of common interest

in our respective Government jobs both during the time that we were near

neighbors (a yesr and = half) and subsequently they mever noticed snything

in our opinions or nsnner whicn indicated any possible sympathy with

Communism.
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22 East Eighth Strzet
Naw York, New York

Mzrch 30, 1949

Mr. Goeffrey May
Srwinna
Penneylvania :

Dzap J=2f7:

You #ill remember that wmhen Priscille znd I came
out to sege you and Elizabeth lust fsll, on2 of the points
on which our rseollesctions «ll agrzed wvas that at somz time
whilz w2 sere living at 1243 and 1245 30th Strset, respzc-
tively, all ths houses in thut developmznt (inecluding the
five housss that ran around thes corner on N Street), ware
paintsd a bright y=llow with violst blus shuttesrs. During
ths Baltimors depositions; w2 asked Chumbars what ths color
of our houss wus and he replied that 1t zas white frame
#ith green shuttsrs. %Ye then got ¥r. Giiliat to cheeck his
records and those of tha contractor who, zccording to
Gilliat!s recorcés, has done all th2 2xterior palnting of
1245 30th Str2et from 1936 to dats, :

We have Just, after considsrsbls deley cus to the
contrictor’s absence from Weshington, rsceived « copy of =2
isttepr from tha contrector, Teunis F, Collier. HMpr, Collier
says that &t the time he ramoteled the houses in 1936, he
painted them & light gray with gresn blinds, the steps and
platforms gray and splashed with black, the wood railings
being black. ' He also says thuat in 1942, the houses were ra-
painted by him, this time & davker gray with the steps and
rlatform & derk gray 2nd the blinds znd railings a dark
green. Finally, his lett:r statss that in Hay 1947, he
again pepainted ths nhouses, this timz the walls being
peintad yellow anc the steps, platforms cnd shuttsre being

‘& durk graen.

It is, of course, possible that Gillict hsd some
other painter in betwsen 1936 and 1942, but has no rscord -
of it. 1 suppose th.t it ic also possiblse that Collier has
not kept full racords or that his 1936 racords «re in srror,
My omn indistinct r2collection now is that ths houses were,
2s Collier says, initislly gray with green shutters, but I
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may bz wrong about this - Priscilla thinks the yesllow and
tlue combination was on shen we movad in. In any svent,

I do purticularly remember our dislike, shared by the other
tenants in the development, for the "artistie" splashing

of black paint ovar gray on the platforms and steps, whlich,
after meny protests, we got corrscted, I zlso know that

at som2 time well befores we mwoved in Decesber 1937, znd
perhaps right from the bsginning of our tenancy, I was also
s oyed with the landlord's color tastes in the form of

the bright orangish-ysllow and vioclat-tlue combination.
This znnoyance was not corrsctad.

The distinction between Collier's gray and Chambers!
¥hite 1s not particularly striking or significant and,unfor-
tunately, Giilliat's and Collisr's records don't help on the
more striking contrest of ysllow «nd white. In visw of the
state of the records #nd ths relative Iinsignificance of the
point anyway - 2ven if the rescords wers accurate - it 1s not
a2 matter of im-ortaunce to get tnis straightaned out <né we
probably mould not use it in the case even il the records
coincided with our memories. However, I am psrsonally piqued
on the roi t and would@ appreciste it if you would let me have
Elizsbeth's und vour bast recollection abcut wxhesn ths houses
rzceived the ysllow and blue paint job.

%2 hops the two of you huvs
year in the country. Hew has ths writing gone? ¥e are both
well and things are shaping up most satisfuctorily. Please
iet us know if you ers going to bs in town any time In the
aext couple of months. 4lso lst us xnow how things are going
#ith you both.

rnlgasant and useful
{'ﬂ

Ever sincerely,

Q.







