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Oﬁ%e Memo;wndz;m UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO .:‘ DIRECTOR, FBI ‘ DATE: June 7, 1949
FROM wsm s MIIMAUKEE

SUBJECT: JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, WAS., ET AL
'PERJURY; ESPIOVAGE - R; INTERNAL SECURITY - R

Rebulet May 24, 19490

Mr, THOMAS Fﬁ(GHADY, 2126 Yenominee River Parkway, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, wag reinterviewed concerning the Woodstock typewriter he
sold to HARRYYVMARTIN and his partner FANSIER in Philadelphia in the year
1927.

&

In again relating his recollection of the sale of a typewriter
to FANSIER and MARTIN, GRADY pointed out that’ the sale must have been in
the year 1927 for the reason that after GRADY left the employ of the
Woodstock Typewriter Company in December 1927 he never again was in the
business of selling typewriters and, furthermore, it could not have been
prior to 1927 for the reason that HARRY MARTIN was not in business for
himself selling insurance until about the middle of 1927, and GRADY is sure
that he made the sale shortly after FANSIER and MARTIN became associated
in the insurance business. He stated that while his recollection is that
he dealt with MARTIN, it could very well be that FANSLER signed the order
but he has no recollaction regarding this. Sl
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It was pointed out to GRADY that ANN COYLE did not go to work
for FANSIER and MARTIN until the fall 1928 and that she could, therefore,
not have tried out the typewriter vefore it was sold, if he sold it in 1927.
GRADY stated that he never was positive that ANN COYLE had tried out the
typewriter he sold to FANSIER and MARTIN and that he could very well be
confused on this matter for two reasons, the first being that he was
acquainted with MARTIN over a period of several years, including the two

" years he, himself, sold insurance for Northwestern Mutual and does nob

believe that he recalls the period of ANN COYLE!s employment. The second
reason for his confusion in this regard was a practice they had in selling
typewriters where a "junior salesman!® would.go around various offices and
leave a typewriter on trial with a stenographer in that office. A week or .
so later one of the salesmen would follow up and attempt to sell the typewritérZ-
It was his original recollection that this procedure was followed in the
case of the sale of the typewriter to FANSLER and MARTIN, t at
all sure on this pointe : }Rf sé}Sfr"ﬁgE% .

GRADY had been following the events of the HISS trial in the
newspapers and. remarked he noticed HISS had produced a typewriter, It was
pointed out to him that the typevriter produced by HISS, according to
company records, was manufactured in the year 1929 and was a Mo el
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He stated that ‘he could not, ha.ve sold this typewriter as he sold no typewriters
.subsequent %o leaving ‘bhe em_ploy of Woodstock in December 1927. His only
conjecture .on: this point Yas that if tHe typewriter produced by HISS was

a typevriter- or:.gmally in the office of FANSIER and MARTIN, it must have
been one purchased by these men from some other person. He pointed out

that in those days Woodstock typewriters were relatively new on the market,
They usually undersold the other old line typewriters and the other typewriter
companies would not take ‘them on trade under as good terms as. the Woodstock
Company. It was customary in those days for people in offices to trade

their typevwriters quite often and he pointed out it was possible MARTIN

or FANSLER had traded the typewriter he sold them in 1927 for a new one
subSequent to 1929, If this was done, GRADY believed it would probably

have been a sale made by JACK CAROW who was manager of the Fhiladelphia

0ffice of Woodstock,when GRADY left in 1927, and for several years thérea’:f.‘ter.

GRADY has not contended, except on the original interview, that
his commission on the sale of the typewriter to FANSIER and MARTIN was
applied upon an insurance policy sold by MARTIN to GRADY, Upon second
interview, previously reported, when thé dates of GRADY's policies with v
Northwestern Mutval, togéther with the names of the agents selling them,
were available he then recalled that he had also sold a machine to J. O,
BATTERSBY, H., B. STAVERS, and V. L. COATES in 1927 when these men associated
themselves together in the sale of insurance for the Northwestern Mutual
Life Insurance Company, and that it was on this policy that his commission
upon the sale of a typewriter was applied to the premium on a policy.
‘]herei‘ore s since that time, the application of a commission on the sale

of a typewriter has not entered into his recollection of selling FANSIER l
and MARTIN a typewriter, '

It was suggested to GRADY tha’o perhaps in Januwary 1930 he might e
have sold MARTIN a typéviriter evén though he was no longer in that business <
but may have relied upon his former comnections. He denied that this was -

possible, stating he never sold a typewriter after he left 'the employ
of Woodstock, :

Recapz.tulating GRADY's recollection of the sale of a typewriter
to FANSLER and MARTIN resolves ‘itself in the following. He sold a
Woodstock ‘bypewr:.ter« to FANSIER and MARTIN, The only bases of his
recollection -as to the time of *the sale drethe termination of his connection
with Woodstock~in Dacember 1927 and his recollection that FANSLER and MARTIN <
had. only recently associabed for the sale of insurance, If the typewriter
produced by HISS, bearing serial .number 5N#N230099, did, in fact, come
from the office of FANSIER drid MARTIN it could not have been the typewriter
GRADY sold t6 that firm for the reason that it was manufactured in 1929
and GRADY never sold a typem‘iter to anybody after 1927, RUC.
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5 = 8 v ' FRANKLIN H. PR]I}E has adv:.sed tha’o he rece:.ved a let‘ber sn.gned
e by JOHN X. McGOHEY ‘bearing: 'bhe initials WTJD," which letter.advised: that ‘a,
subpoena -duces - tecum would be served him .in the near-future’'by the U.. Se = ,"-
"‘Marshal:, ‘calling: For his-appearancé’ on’ May, 23; that-he should ‘disregard ‘the -
... date. May 23.'and not reéport to" the. SDNY witil he_ had: received a telegram ad~ g "
; ‘_., vis:mg him' of- the. exact: fime his ‘présence -was des:.red Mr. PRICE advised e
o that ‘the actual subpoéna -has beern. received from the .U, S.. Marsha.l . Tt was® i .
suggested to ‘him.-that when he reports as:a. tness to New York" 'bhat hé, take
“srith him the .entire -personnel file.of - DA]B ANSLER a8 ‘maintaihed at " the .-
Free Libratry: of: Ph:.'l.adelphla. Mr, PRICE agreed to do this, . ‘It -sheuld, Be

. ) poz.nted out that Mr. PRICE has been very cooperat:.ve -with the FBI EELE other e
e matﬁers in ’che past R ‘ . .

—’l'..,-. -' -.’ ,-"

AU ' Spec:.men K35 2 concerm.ng wh:.ch Mr. PRICE mll testn.fy‘, was”. B
o :t‘urm.shed “bo ‘the’ Bureau.by. letter on March’2, 1949 :in accordance ‘with in- -, -
! s’oructlons :in. Bureau teletype dated March 1,. 1949.. It ds assumed that. the ox B gy © e
Bureau has iorwarded Specmen K35 to the New Tork: Off:.ce for trial purposes." o ih
' HARRY I. IN WB,S re-interv:.ewed -on- May 2’7 ” 1949, at whn.ch r RE
t:une ‘he was asked 1£7he cou.ld furnish ‘any informition’ concerning dlscrepan- g
‘cies- noted-in the facts: surround:.ng ‘the ‘purchase .of ‘the Woodstock: typewr:z;ﬁer " e
by the FANSLER—MARTEI partnershn.p. ' Tt ‘was po:mted out to MARPIN that ‘the - S I
'Bureau, was in possessn.on of " information that this fypevsriter was belleved to_ v
1 ."..- have beén..manufactired in 1929, whereas. other facts concerning. the purchase C
of . the typewrlter indicate - -definitely that the; machine was’ purchased in- 1927
-} Mr. MARTIN was, unable to expla:.n any, d::.screparicy in these:¢ircumstances; and
" fluporn. ccmplete reva.ew of :l:he entire, situation in his mind he re-stated tha‘b
it is his.definite - oplm.on that the. Woodstock typewritér-purchased by thé;. R
' FANSLER-MART TN .partnership was.purchased: somebims during 1927, and that-so. - - -
" fa.r as he is: concerned ‘bhls 1s *E.he only typewrroer purchased by the partnershlp. -

o 1, % M&RTIN wa.s also questloned concernin° h:.s lmowledge of selling T
©an :msurance poln.cy to-THOMAS “GRADY, at which’ time GRADY'applied. his.sales- ; g’.:_ .
. ‘commissions to-part payment ‘for. bhe poln.c‘y'. Bureau letter to Milwaukee dated
“May ‘253.1949. po:o.n’os out ‘oha’o the appllcatn.on for poln.cy -of GRADY wis dated
 January'29,1930; at which time GRADY Listed his ‘occupation ad "Salesman’ for
.. - .. ‘Disinfection, Gompanys®: MARTTN advi§éd that.he -cdn, recall having sold-an':- I~ ..
+ . ", ~insurance pol::.cy to THOMAS GRADY; that .he believes the amount of “this. pol:.cy j
. .'was $2,000,00.;  He ‘s4id.that he, howsvél; has. absolu’oely no ‘independent Tegol:": ..
». Tection -of havirg.béen ‘advised’ ‘by. GRADY ;-6r in any.othey: manner, that- the. R S
3.n1'b1a1 prem:l.um .f.‘or th:x.s poh.cy Was. paJ.d for, :.n vﬁ'Lole or in- parb by 'bhe Y e
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