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operation that would be recorded by a manual typewriter. Conditions
surrounding the particular case generally decide the question. At times
a quantity of rather distinct personal habits appear in the disputed
document by which it is possible to identify the typist, but it is more
common to find only slight, if any, individuality in the matter under
investigation.

The training of the typist and his mode of procedure have much to
do with the work done and the possibility of identification. In general
the self-taught, “hunt-and-peck” or two-finger operators tend to have
definite traits by which their work can be recognized, while those who
have been thoroughly instructed in modern touch typewriting tech-
niques have fewer and less prominent personal habits. A study of the
work of a large group of operators who have been thoroughly trained
in the same typewriting methods nevertheless may still reveal some
personal habits. Obviously, typist identification becomes more likely
as these personal habits increase in number and take on a more indi-
vidual character.

The factors by which a typist can be identified are almost as varied
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material on the paper, most of these habits are common to a large
group of typists. Many are susceptible to imitation or deliberate dis-
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