BU 65-1928
REFERENCES ¢ Repos#ts of SA DONALD D. CONMVORS, dated March B and 23, 1949,
) at Washihgton, D. C.
Buffalo letters to Bureew dated March 17 end 30, 1949,
; Newark teletype to Bureau, New Yotk and Buffelo deted

March 16, 1949, -
Buffalo teletype to Bureau, Vew York and Newark dated
March 17, 1949. .
Bureau letter to Washingbton Field dated March 14, 1949,
Report of SA PAUL A. ALKER, dated March 29, 1949, at
Newark,

DETAILS : AT ROCHESTiER, NEW YORK

Miss WIIMA CLARKE, Clerk, Payroll Office, Board of Bducation,
Exchange Street, Rochester, advised tlat according to the payroll records of
that office, THELMA OSTER was employed as a clerk and stenographer from
September, 1931, to the end of September, 1934. According to these records,
THELYA OSTER was laid off on May 5, 1933« Howsver, she was immediately re-
hired on & temporary duby basis and worked in a temporary status during Mey,
June end July, 1933, Shé was not associated with the Bodrd. of Bducation from
the end of July, 1933, until the first of September, 1933, at which time she
was rehired and cantinued steady employment until the end of September, 1934.
There was no photograph of THEIMA OSTER available at the Board of Bducation,
Rochester., '

Miss ANN BASSETT, Girls Advisor, Best High School, Alexander
Street, made aveilable a copy of 'The Orient", which is the eannual Senior
Class vublication for East High School, Rochester, -According to the 1928
edition of "The Orient", THELMA OSTER was greduated from East High School in
January, 1928, after successfully completing a Commercial Course, Her
birthdete wes given as August 25, 1910, No place ‘of birth was shown. Miss
BASSETT advised that, according to her records, no information is available
at Sast High School indicating possible disloyelty on the part of THELMA
OSTER.

The 1928 edition of "The Orient" was )ent to the New York
Division for the purpose of displaying it to WITTAKER{CDAMBERS, -This

publication was returned by the Reporting Agent to ANE BASSETT afber it had
been returned to this officé by the New York Division.

AT HOUGHTON, NE# ¥unik

The following investigetion was conducted by SA THO¥AS J.
JORDAI : :
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Mr. and Mrs. H, ¥ILLARD ORTLIP, who are presently employed
as Art instructors at Houghton College, Hcughton, New York, stated they
lived in the "Castle" from approximately 1921 to 1924, at which time they
moved into Girth's Tavern, a building which was adjacent to the "Castle"
grounds. They resided in Girth's Tavern until approximetely 1940. Both
Mr, and Mtss ORTLIP stated that numerous artists moved in and out of the
"Castle“, but they do not recall the names of any of these individuals and
stated they do not remember WEITTATER CT4MBERS. Both advised that a Mrs.
VALTAR EVANS, a resident of Fort Lee, New Jersey, a Mrs, RICHTER, who is ‘the
mother of one ERIEST RICHTER, who is employed, as a cashier at the Firs®
National Bank of Fort Lee, New Jersey, end one JOSEPH WEEHAM, who resides
in Coytesville, New Jersey, are persons who would kmow most of the individuals
who had lived in the "Castle" during the pertinent years. .

AT ROCHESTZR, NEY™ YORK

The following investigation was conducted by Reporting Agent:

HAMNAE PICIFRING advised that she presently resides at 57
Merriam Street, Rochester, and hes been employed for seversl years as &
Vocational Advisor with the New York State Lmployment Service, 34 State Street,
hochester, )

HAVNAH PICYIRING advised that in February,.1922, she left”
the United States for the purpose of going tc Poland to work as a relief
worker, with the Quaker Mission., She remsired in Poland wilh the Cuaker
¥iscion wntil approximetely November, 1922, at which time she was transferred
to Hussia, where she worked in the seme capacity. She remeined in Russia
as a relief worker wntil ‘the end of 1923, at which time she returned to the
United States, Shé stated definitely that she did not meet ?{.ﬁROLT);‘EfARE
during her employment in either Poland or Kussia mentioned above.,” '

- Immedintely wpon,her return to the United States, she obtained
a position as & clerk with the JM11 Russian Textile Syndicate", which at that
time was located at 121 Broadway, New York City, This position was obtained
through her knowledge of Russia, which she had acguired during'her work as a
relief worker., She stated that this was an American corporation with Amsrican
directors and that the Chase National Bank of New York City did most of the
fipnancing for ithis corporation, She advised that the "All Russian Textile

- Syndicate" wes wnder the direction of one ALEX-GUMBERG, who at that time was

a very important figure .in New Yorlk fihenciel circles. PICKERIMG Stated that
GUMBERG is now deceased, JThe purpose of this organization was to buy raw
cotbon for the purpose of shipping it to Russia for sale.

PICKERI G re;nainod w th this orgonization wntil somebime in
1925, at which time she went to Russia at the recumest of ZAROLR UARS to work
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with the "Russian, Reconstruction Farms®., PICKERING steted that during the
period of her employment with the "All Russien Texbtile Syndicate", she

first made the acquaintence of HAROLD WARE. She could not give the circum-
stances durrounding their meeting nor how she happened to mest him. However,
her best, estimeté concerning this matter wes thet she met HAROLD WARE
through mutual ecquaintences, one of whom she believed to be JESSICASMITH,

with whom ske had previously becoms acgiizinted while associated with_the
Gueker Mission. - ’

Concerning the purvose of the "Russian Reconstruction Farms”,
PICKERI" G steted this was en organization partly composed of Russians and
pertly of individuals who were manufacturing modern farm equipment end
moechinery which was shipped to Russia in an effert to introduce: modern farm-
ing methods to the Russian people. She'could not specifically state who
sponsored this orgenization, but stated that, to the best of her knowledge,
it was sponsored partly by the Russian Government and partly by memufacturers
of farm equipment in the United States.

PICKERING stated thet during this peribd she worked directly
under HAROLD WARE and most of her work was done in WARE's office in Russia,
She stated that her work for the most part concerned social work that arose
as o result of the introduction .of modern’ farm equipment on expesrimental
farms. HAccording to PICKERING, HAROLD WARE was:in complete charge of +this
entire project. HNowevor, she could not state whether or not he received his
salary directly from the Russian Government or whether it was received from
funds provided by the Russiap Reconstruction Farms. . Acco'rding ‘o PICKERING,
HAROLD WARE at this time hed no official connection with the Russien Govern-
ment and his contacts were limited entirely to those individuals who were
sponsoring the Russian Reconstruction Farms. This particular period of
employment for HANNAH PICKERI'G lasted approximately one year, at the end of
which she returned to the United States.

. e only individuals whom PICKIRING could remember who were
employed by Kussian Reconstruction Farms during this period were Doctor
PEARLSTEIN, first neme unlknown, ayid his wife, who came from Baltimore, Mary-
land, and one PHILIP SMITH, She has no informetion concerning the present
wheroabouts of Dr. PEARLSTEIN and his wife, bubt stated that.the last shc heard
concerning PHILIP SWMITH was to the effect that he was operating e dairy farm
near Doylestown, Pennsvlvenia, She lest heard concerning the wheresboubts of
PHILIP SMITH approzimately eightcen years ago. '

Lfber her veturn to the United States, which was sometime
durirg the year 1926, she obtained employment with the "Open Road" in New
York City. She could not give the circumstences surrounding her obtaining
this employment and added that it wmdoubtedly was arranged because of her
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mowledge of Europe, which she had obtained as & result of her two previous
'brips.

In the Fall of 1927, she obteined employment in a clerical
capacity with the Russian-Americon Chamber of Commerce in New York City:
This employment was obtained through the efforts of ALEX GUMBIRG, mentioned
sbovei She remeined hore until the Fall of 1929, at which time she again
became associated with the “"Open Road" in New York City, as e travel promoter.
She remeined with this orgemization mntil the Fall of 1932, She stated that at
this time the purpose of tho “Open Roed" was to arrange for residonts of the
United States to travel on’vecation trips to lurope end that these trips
wore not arranged primorily for the purpose of visiting Russia, but included
all the other countrics of furope. In tho Fall of 1932, the amount of travel
which was performed by Ameriocen citizens to the Buropeen continent declined
considerably, with the result that she scvered all association with the "Open
Roed" and obtained employment as a travel promoter with "In Tourist® in
Wow York City. She described this orgenization as a Russien travel organiza-
tion, She obteined this employment with "In Tourist" as a result of a
request made by individuals whose names she does not remember who were
-associnted with "In Tourist". She remeined with this organization as a

travol promoter wntil the end of 1935, at which time she went to “lashington,
DD C.

Toward the latter nart of 1935, she obtained employment in
Tiashington, D, C., with the "Farm Researgk”Corporation", which at that time
wos wder the direction of one WEBSTORAPOELL, PICIERING stoted thab the
"Farm Research Corporation® wes a private institution which gathered and
disseminated agriculturel information to those residents of the United States
who would be interested in obtaining statistics and farming methods, She
stated thet the "Farm Reseerch Corporation" from eppreximately 1933 to the
time of the deeth of HAROLD WARE, which was in tho ¥all of 1235, was wnder
the diroction of HLROLD "ARE. She steted definitsly she was not essociated
with this orgenization during the period it was controlled by HAROLD TARE.
She remained with the "Farm Research Corporation' until the Spring of 1938,
8% which time she returnéd to her fomilh home in Yates County, which is. about
thirty miles from Elmira, New York, She remained there a short time ond then
proceeded to the Jorld's Fair being held in Wew York City, and obtained a
position there erranging tours, dinners and affeirs of that nature for visiting
dignitaries and visitors. :

.After tho orld's Fair closcd, GUMBIRG, mentioned ebove,
dicd rnd she snent considersble timo straightening out his affairs. This
employment lested until early 1940. For o short period of time thereafter
she wes employed as a helper by Dr. GEORGE RITELL, of Now York City, who at
that time wos engeged in writing a book. Upon completion of this cmployment,
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she returned to Rochester, New York, and has been employed by the New York
State Employment Service as o Vocational Guidance Director.

Relative to the activities of HAROLD HARE, she advised
that sometime before 1930; the exact date she could hot remember, HMAROLD
WARE returned to this cowdtry from Russia and remained lere a, short period of
timei He then returned to Russia and she did not have any dontact whatover
with him wntil epproximetely 1933, at which time WAROLD WARE again returned
to this country and took up residence in ¥ashington, D. C,, and operated the .
"Form Research Corporation®, mentioncd above,

PICKERING could not state definitely in what capacity

HALOLD *IARE was employed during the periéd from approximately 1930 Lo 1933
whilo he wos in Russie, but stated thet, to the best of her knowledge, he
wes employed directly by the Russian Government as a director or sm overseer
for onc of their largs connnunlty farms which the Russien Government was
operating at that time. £he hed no information concerning his contacts
during this period from 1930 to 1933, During the period from 1933 imtil
tho death of WARE in 1935, PICKERI*G stoted that she lived in New York City
snd he lived with his wife, JESSICL SMITH, in Washington, D. C. During this °
period, FAROLD %WARS medo frequent btrips to Mew York Gity, approximabtely once
or t»rlce a month and on practically all of thesc occasions, he contacted
hor while in Wew York City. PICKERING stated thet these contacts were all
of a pcrsonal nature, She could give no informstion concerning the rcal
roasen vhy HAROLD WARE made theso trips from VWnshington to New York City,

- but surmised it was probably in connecticly with his business of oporating
the "Farm Research Bureau" in Washingtion ) mentioned ebove.

4 that she does not know the
e contacted, during these trips

to Wew York City and addod that she doe o*béio“r AL(:ER"HISS WHITTAKLR

s
\R: CHAMBERS, 'WILLILM EDNI:RDLCRANE M;;PC»RE‘I(GUT J10S or Colonel BY’(OV and

added tha‘b, as far as she knew, EAROLD WARE did not know " These individusls.

. PICKERING advised that the following individuals Imew
H\ROLD WIRE during ‘the early 1930's., However, she stated she was not
cognizant of the relationship that may hayve existed bétween them. According
to PICKSRING, H/ROLD WARE and the STEVENS brothers, TONALD snd ROBER, were
brought wp in Arden, Delawers, and theat, consequontly, the STEVENS brothers
knew HAROLD WARE during the early 1030‘3. he -edded that she thinks

that the sistor (first neme unknown) of the STEVENS brothers was EAROLD
WARE's first wife., However, she could not state whether HAROLD WARE was
contecting his first wife during the oarly 1930ts,
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, Lgcording ‘to HANNAH PIGKERING, one HELIQVB_/LAGK, who is now
associated with the Soufoto Ageney in New York City, was aequainted with
HAROLD WALRE and had been for a considerable number of years: She ghated
definitoly” thet she knows of no individual by the hhme dof THELMAOSTER or
LUDREBEMERY, but could not state whether they might possibly Have been in
contdct with HAROLD “ARE during the carly 1930's. She did state; however; .
thot one HEDA MLSSING and her husbend, PALUL MASSING, were undoubtedly-scquain-
tod with JAROLD WARE during this period, She could give mno information
concerning their present wasregbouts, stating that, to the best of her
knowledge, they were in New Yqfk.Gity. Shé could not state whether HLROLD
WERE hod any contact with LEMMIRRIS durinfg the early 1930's, but added thet
shoe had become acquainted with HLRRIS while she was living in New York City,
Howover, sho cannot remembor the oircumstances surrounding the meeting,

Concerning thqo presont whereabouts of JESSICL SKITH, WANNAH
PICKERING stated that, as well as she could remenbor, JASSICA SMITH haed ro-
married after the death of HLROLD "TARE and wos probably living in Néw York
City. Sho stated thoet for some roason, which she cannot remembér, sho bolieves
SMITH remarried em individual whose last name iyﬁT. She could give no
further information regarding this matter.

Relative to DOROTHY DETZER, she stated she has had no
contect whatsoover with her for approximately fifteen or twenty years and
added that she believes that she is presently living in ° ashington, D, C,.
PICKERING stated that DETZER may possibly have known HAROLD WARE during .the
early 1930's, She steted thet DETZER is the author of the book, “ippointment
on tho Hill", PICKERING stated thot she herself had ncver become e member
of the Commwnist Party, and, as fer as sho knows s HAROLD WARE had neover
become a member of the Party, )

She deniod any knowlodgoe that HAROLD WARE hed ever boon
engaged in any espionnge activities and stoted that the first time she
receivod ony information concerning this matter was during the rocent hearings
conduoted by the Housc Un-imerican hetivities Committco during the coursc of
which H.ROLD WARE's nemo wos made-public. )

Relative to WEBSTER POYELL, mentioned sbove, who operated.
the Ferm Kosoarch Burcau in Washington, D, C,, after the death of HARLD WIRE,
PICKERING stated shc does mot know for a fact, but she is of the opinion that
WEBSTER POVWELL knew HAROLD WARE ot least from the period of 1933 to 1935,

Sho could givo no informetion concerning his presont wheroaboubs, adding
that sho hos not seen or heard of him since sho left the Farm Research Burcou
in 1938.
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RE: DETIRMINLTION OF THE DLTE OF MANUFLCTURE OF
5 ROLLS OF FILM RECOVERED FROM THE HOME OF
JiY D, WHITTAKER CFAMBERS BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE
ON UN-/MERICLW ACTIVITIES ON DECEMBER .

AT ROCHESTZR, NEF YORK

. On December 21, 1948, Sf ROBERT K, MC QUEEN, of the “iashington
Field Division, and WILLIAV A, "HEELER, Investigator for the House Committee
on Un~imericon kobivities, Washington, who had in his possession five rolls of
microfilm obtained from CHAMBERS, which have been identified as Grand Jury
Exhibits 47, 48, 49, 50 and 51, were taken by Si CELRLES J. HARKINS, of tne
Buffalo Division, to the office of ¥r, CLARMMCE L. WYND, issistant to the
Generol Menager of the Kodak Park Plent, Lastmon-Fodak Compeny, Rochester,
ew York., Mr, WYND, in the presonce of S/ MC OUEEN, HCUA Investigetor
WHEELER and Lgent HARKINS, hendlcd and conducted & visual inspection of the
microfilm identified as Grand Jury BExhibits 48, 49, 50 and 51, to determine
the date of menufacture, By a visual inspection, Mr. WYND was wneble to
determine this fact and summoned to his office Mr. HINRY T. IRELAND and Mr,
JOSEPH C. GOLAN, Superintendent and issistent Superintendent, respectively,

of the Cinc & Sheet Film Department of the Kodek Park works, Eastmen-Kodak
Company, Rochester, to inspect the film, IRELAND and GOLAY hondled end
inspected this film in the presence of SiL MC CUEEN, HCUA Investigator VHEELER
and Sh HARKINS, and theoy were unable to ascertain the code markings on the
£ilm to determine its date of manufacture.

. The film was then tronsported by HQUAL Investigator WHEELER,
in the presence of S HC CUBIN, Sh HARKINS and Messrs, IRELLND and GOLAN,
%o the office of Dr. LLFRED B. ROBERTSON, Chomical “mngincer of the Kodak
Park Yiorks, Eastmen-Kodek Compony, in ordeor thet o microscopic test might
be performod on the film. Grend Jury iLxhibits 48, 49, 50 ond 51 wore then
hendled end placed under a microscope by Dr. ROBERTSON in the presence of
S.& MC “UEEN, SI. HARKINS, HCU.L Investigotor WHEELFR ond Messrs. IRELIND and
GOLAN, end when it was possible to ascortain the code markings on BExhibits
48 and 49, Meossrs. GOL/N and IRZLAND exomined Ixhibits 48 end 49 through
the microscope and wers tblo to identify these two picces of film as being
menufactured by the Bastmon-Kodok Compeny in Rochester, New York, during the
period from July 1, 1937, to Jenuary 1, 1938, for Exhibit 48, and for Exhibit
49 determined this roll was menufectured during'tho poriod from Jonuary 1,
1937 %o July 1, 1937, Messrs, IRELLND end GOLAN then nlaced iden¥vifying
aerks on Exhibits 48 and 49 end nrepared notes of their inspection for future
reference and testimony. :

Grand Jury Exhibit 50 was oxamined under microscopo by Dr.
ROBERTSON and Mossrs. GOLM! and IRELAND ond they were not ablo to identify
this roll of film as being manufactured by the Iastmen-Fodek Company, :
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