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INTERVIEHS : JOHN Kt-WX JESSUP 
FRANCIS B. SAYRE 

In the report of SAJOSEPH M. KELLY dated February 8, 1949 it is 
reflected that JEROME FRANK in his interview stated that he remembered JOHN 
KNOX JESSUP, Chairman of' the Board of' Editors for "Fortune" magazine having 
at .one time to him that there were rumors circu,lating to the e f'-
fect that ALGER HISS had Communist affiliations. 

On March 2, 1949 W!l". JESSUP was in the office of 
"Fortune" magazine in the Empire State Building, New Yoi'k City. When asked 
whether or not he had any information concerning 1uLGER HISS which might ee 
of intez:est to SA JOHN F. SULLIVAN who interviewed him, l'f.lr. JESSUP stated 
that years ago, s01netime a.round 1938, CHi..Ni.BER.3 had been in contact with 
HERBERT SOLO\'{, one of' the editors of 11 Fortune11 magazine, to whom he had 
disclosed a cqnsiderable portion of the infcrme.tion ·which recently been 
brought out against ALGER HISS by the House Committee on Un-American Activ-
ities. Mr. JESSUP p9inted out that his entire knowledge of ALGER HISS and 
his Communistic tendencies or affiliations was obtained from either HERBERT 
SOLOW" or in discui>sions among the ed.ito:rs of 11 Fortune11 magazine of the infor-
mation given to them either individually or collectively by Mr. SOLOW. He 
emphasized the fact. that he had no independent knowledge of f.LGER HISS 1 

Communist affiliations or sympathies. He also stated that he had no in-
depende.nt knowledge of any other aspects of this case other than what he 
hatl learned from Mr. SOLOW. 

In this regard it should be noted that HERBERT SOLOW was i .nter-
viewed by agents of the New York Office, the results of vrhich are set out 
in this report. 

On February 25, · 1949. GERTRUDE not Sh.MUELSON as been 
previously reported, Secretary to JEROlVIlj: FRANK when he ·was Chief Counsel 
for the i:..griculture Adjustment Administration, was interviewed in her office 
in the New York "Times" Building, 229 East 43rd Street, New York City, by 

JOHN F. $ULLIV1.N. Miss S.h1::1UELS 1 since having been employed by.Justice 
had been married and divor-ced from FRED R. OPPENHEIMER and has re-

sumed her maiden name of GERTRUDE SAMUELS. She resides at 3555 73rd i:i.venue, 
Jacks.on Heights, telephone Havermeycr 4 .... 51130 She is employed as a feature 
writer on children 1.s affairs for the New York 11 Times 11 newspaper. 

Miss SL.MUELS related that she was employed with the U •. li.. as Mr. 
F.RAJ.""'IB:'S Secretary from 1933 to 1935. She cquld not recall 
the exact months in which she began and.ceased this employment,· but did 
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remember that her severance had been prior to the shake-up in the 1 .. AL and 
JEROME FR.aNK 1 S resignation from that lcdministration. She h:o:d gone, D.fter 
leaving the iJ,.A, to Chicago where she had been employed for a short while 
before returning to Washington with the Resettlement 1.1.dministration, for 
whom she vrnrked dw.1ing "'19$6. 

She remembered, quite readily, ii.LO-ER H:LSS, JOHN I1bTHi.N ':TIT'E, 
LEE :PRESSi\'Jli.N, FR:.NK SHEii., and 1". .. BE These names stood ciut in her 
mind, and she she has followed their careers since she and they 
had · left the government. She admitted, however, that while acting as 
FR:i.NK 1S secretary she could no-1;; class herself us having been an intimate 
.of theirs and her relations with them been restricted to the relation 
existing betv.reen the 1.awyers and secretary, ioo., it was 
purely a business 1·elationship. She could recall but fev; instanc.es in which 
she had hrid outside contact with any of the above attorneys, and believed 
that these contacts were restricted to having; cocktails in some nearby rest .... 
aurant or hotel • . Building:t li.fter work cocktails ·with the lai.rvyers 
wo·.ild be the result 01' ge.t-togethers vrlaen they had worked late at the office. 

She admitted thRt she knew· none of these men intimately o.nd had 
not hnd any of their confidences exposed to her. To a question, she anawered 
that at no time ho:d it come to her attention that J.LGER LEE PRES<:;MLN, 
JITJ.,_TflfcN TTT or ·JOHN /,BT were Communists, had Communist affiliations, or thnt 
any of' them, and specifically ALGER HIS·S, had been 13ngaged in espionage ac-
tivities. She stated tnat she could understand that PRES '":J'.U',.}T, WITT and \ BT 
could have had Communist affiliations, po.rticularly in view of' 
the vmy ir.. which he hns f'ollow:ed the Party line in recent years. 

She stated that she had only seen i ,LGER HISS once sinue she had 
lef't the gove.rnment in 1936, and that was at t.he P.olish Embassy in 1946, at 
V.rhich time he hU-d given a speech on child welfare on behalf of the United 
Nations which she hqd covered for the 1'Te7i York 11 Timcs 11 • She had not seen 
him since and had ne1r0r at uny time received· connnunio::l.tiqns from him. With 
respect to her contr.ct with l.LGER HISS at the Polish Embassy, . she relat ed 
that :the discussions she ha d with him wer e restricted to the problems of 
world children and hud not touched any other field. 
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She repented thnt the recent disclosures cnme as n great sur-
prise to her . as she ho.d considered .i.LGER a generous, lovable "guy", 
vv.ho was one of the hardest workers in the .U .. A. She mentioned thqt she 
is earnestly awaiting the trial to determine just what his defense is, 
and she believes thnt he is innocent, but is reserving decision 
she hears his defense in court. 

On February 25, 1949 FRJ..MCIS B. Si':.YRE was interviewed in his 
office in the Trusteeship Counci·l of the United Nc.tions, 2 Pe,rk Avenue, 
New York City, by FRANCIS J. .. "':.NT and JOHN F. SULLIVAN, On 
February.14th Mr. Sl.YRE had called SA.SULLIVAN to advise that on Saturday,· 
Februc.ry 12th, J.LGER HISS and his attorney Mr. ificLEI1.N had called on him 
.at his office and had gone over some of the documents in instant case, . 
and he want0d to so-advise agent in conformity with his promise to keep 
him avrare of any such developments. 

It was determined from Iv'.ir. S1-i.YRE thut i:..LGER 'HISS had contacted 
Mr. PHILLIP JESSUP of the United Nations, to whom he had stuted that he 
felt badly about the fact that he had not been in contact with Mr. SAYRE 
since the recent public disclosures of his activities. filr. JESSUP had 
informed Ivir. SAYRE of i .. LGER' S statement and inquired of Mr. Sl:.YRE whether 
he would care to see JJ:..GER as ALGER evidently desired such a meeting. 
Mr. SAYRE related that he had informed Mr. JESSUP that he would be glad 
to see ALGER, however, he wanted it understood that whatever LLGER said 
to him he, S.h.YR'E, wanted to feel free to disclose this to the FBI or 
to official body he might' be call.ed before. Subsequently thereto 
ALGER had called and made an appointment for Saturday, Februo.Fy 12th, 
when he came to W.ir. Si,.YRE 1 S office tic companied by his attorney, Mr. McLEl .. N. 
Mr. Sl.YRE requested that the no.me of Mr. JESSUP be kept confidential as 
he does not to have him drnvm into this mutter. 

\1'r. SAYRE stated th::1t ALGER HISS began to discuss .. the case 
and he and attor.neywere oarticularly interested in going over the 
copies of the Sto.te Department documents which were in the possession 
of Mr. Sil.YRE. Mr. SAYRE pointed out that o.t the of this inter-
view he again warned ALGER HISS that anything he might say Mr. SliYRE 
would foel fr·ee to repent to the FBI or any other committee, and requested 
that Mr. McLEf.]IT counsel IVIr. HISS in this re go.rd • 
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With respect to the documents that they examined, il/ir • Sii.YRE 
stated that as he r.ecailed the examination, they were only concerned with 
the Sto.te Depcrtment records of the distribution of the documents; He 
stated that they did not read or mnke copies of any of the documents 
themselves,. arid he had the imprc.ssion tho.t they had cfopies of theme· H.e 
cou·ld not r ·ecall seeing these copies in their possession, but either from 
the conversation or some other way,- which he could not recall, he was 
sure that they hud such Copies •. • 

I•'fr·. McI;8:.N dld copy, however·,. ·he pointed out, tho Stntc Depart-· 
ment lists of the distribution of the Sto.te documents • . He 
wn.s asked whether. anything of sig.riificance took -place while McLELN w::i.s. 
examining the documents. Mr •. s1.YRE recallea that they were pu.rticuiarly 
interested in noting, and h0 also, that a number of the 
which had allcgealy been turned· over to· by HISS and which had· 
allegedly been r()moved from M:r· •. SAYRTIPS office, were not shown on the. 
distribution lists of thE! State Department as having been distributed 
to his,. Mr· •. SAYRE 1S, -offfoe. Mr.· then pointed out to agents that 
this· s·ituation had pu7.zled him and he felt' thut the documents which had_ 
not been di.stributcc1 to his' office must have been t'aken from another office. 
It -should be noted o.t· this · time th£i.t when prev·.ously interviewed by in-· 
tcrvievling agents i :t was not noted that Si1YRE had among his.papers 
instant· di's.tribution lists o - It.· is not known a t time whether he had 
obtained them on his ovm initiative or at the r ·eques·t of· HISS, . attorney, 
or whether they had been supplied t'o him by the State ;rt 
was not deemed feasibJ.'e to ask him where he had obtaiped them 1.1t this 
t·ime, but such .will be determined when he is next int'erviewed •. 

SliYRE again referred to, as he had ih inter-
view, -:i'iillLEIGH as a possible suspect,· He was not again as 
to why he had suspected ns previbus close questioning had te- · 
vealed that he had no reason to suspect' WlJ)LEIGH a s is set . ·out in the . 
report of hisprevious interview and selected, 'as he claimed, 
because S name had 8.ppeared in the nevTSJ?apers as als·o being one 
of :the suspects being questioned with regard to these documents.· The 
cons interjection of us n suspect· by Mr. · SAYRE, without ·_any 
personal basis for it, indicated to thn.t possibly either LLGER 
HISS or ·his attorneys,. Mf.RBURY or··McLEr.N, · have arrived at the 'conclusion · 
that someone else hns pleaded -guilty in instant case, probably WLDLElGH, 
as he has appeared frequently before the Grand Jury, and are preparing 
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the groundwork to shove the blame on to It is possible thnt 
they, in their contncts with Mr. SLYRE, ho.ve impregnated him with this 
idea. 

!:Jr. SitYRE noted that while HISS and HcLE.1.1T v1ere looking over 
the four pencilled which had appeared on the documents and which 
o.re known o.s Ql through Q4, 1-..LGER HISS pointed out thot Ql, which is the 
pencil notcti.on beginning "H2-l tel for Mary Itartin, widower of 'Hugh 
Martin ••• 11 , YD..s not his handwriting end SLYRE used the term that he claimed 
it was o. 'forgery. He pointed out to Hr. SWRE that the contents of tho 
pencil notation meant nothing to him, and that tho names were likewise 
unfamiliar. Mr. SAYRE added at this time that he had had the.so.me ri;ac-
tion the contents of this note did not pertain tc anything in.their 
office and did not have any .State Dept:lrtment significance. It appeared 
to him to be apersonal not.e. 

He was asked whether LLGER HISS o.dmi tted that the, other hand-
writing n9tutions were his. These ere QZ through Q4. Mr • . S.t.YRE replied 
that had ste.ted tho.t these appeared to be his handwriting. When 
queried for his exnct words. as to whether he had stated "They 
to be his handw1iting" or whether he had said "They-were his hundwriting", 
Mr. SAYRE could not recall exactly, but believecl that he hltd sq.id "They 
appeared to .be his handv1riting" o Kr. SAYRE hastily added with some con-
viction "I don't think :Xtlger wilLdeny that these are his, and I don't • 
think they intend to do so when they come to triJ.111 

•. 

He was asked whether they hud shown uny particular in-
terest in the documents themselves. Ee stated that they had not and had 
merely concentrated their attention on the distribution of the documents, 
making notes of some, and had with him, as he had stated,. the 
fact that a number of the documents which CIL;J;JBFJ">S stated HISS 4aa turned 
over to him had not been listed as having been distributed to his, Mr. 
S!1.YRE 1 S, office. 
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He did admit., hov1ever,, that some of. the documents which the 
list ·showed had not been distrib11ted to him, would have been of interest 
to him and should have reached his office. 

He stated that he "had carefull;:· questioned ALGER HISS conoern-
these documents and how they could have e:otten into CHM"RERS possession, 

but HISS was at a loss to· explain th:i,s.. He 0id explain the handwriting; 
notations 'in this fashion. HISS had point:ed out to him that he made it 
9: to ·synops·ize long telegrams or docUlJ1ents in order that he could 
explain the contents to Mr .• SAYRE when he hrought them to his attention, 
thus ner,ating; ·the necessity for Mr .• SAYRE to :""ead such • . 

Throughout the interview, as in '9revious inter·views., Mr, SAYRE 
would rea f'firm his faith in ALGEit, occasionally ·pdinting out that he coµld 
not· understand how it could be possible for him to have done this,, and 
also not being able to understand the .. t ALGER vrould do this to him: Howevei:, 
it should be noted that both in this interview and the· previous intervievrs 
Mr. SAV1Hfl, as frequently cluring the ·interviews, would pointedly in-
quire whether or not ·the Bureau's invest:i.gati_on had defin:i. tely proven 
ALGER to have committed the acts.. 1Jllhen cRrefu.lly q.uestioned along lines 
wniclt would tend to aff'ect his preconceptions., Mi;. SAYRE would become vis-
ibly concerned and slii?;htly upset. He would thep mention that the par-
ticular point under discussion indicated that SAYR-;;;, might have been 
compromised or had unwi ttinP:1y or unknowing;ly been taken advantage of. 
ilifhen this would be dti ven home to him i +, would brinv, forth the 
as to just how much the Bureau has proven! 7Then no com.nient wouJ.d be mad€! 
to this, he woulrl quickly rebound from his · previous position and again 
reaf'f'irrn his f'aith in ALCT'ER, but would never give any fa·ctual reason 
vrhich would concern itself' with an of the case·to substantiate 
this af"'irmation., other than his. ab.ject :faith in ALG:SR. One point v:hich 

to considerably hoth':lr Mr .• was whether or not the Bu.reau 
has been nble to prove that the documents were typewritten on 1 S 
·typewriter... At one time he stated that i.f this was proven it vrould cer-
tainly look bad . for AL!1ER. 

A good example of· the vacillating ti on of Mr:. 
referred to above., took when he was queried concerning CUl.UDE 
ALBERT BUSS. 

-64-

Kisselnff-99935 



• .J.7- • 
HY 65-14920 

With respect· to CI.i ... JJDE 1:..LBERT BUSS, the report of Si,. LUDWIG 
W.R. OBERNDORF, dated February 2, 1949, at Washington, D.C. reflects that 
a "Dr. BOSStr might have been npprcro.ched by -uTCZI1.K to perform e, Soviet 
espionage mission. "Dr. BOSS" was btJlieved to be identical with CLl1.UDE 
i1.LBERT BUSS, whom lffITCZAK allegedly visited when BUSS was Director of 

in San Francisco in June 1945. BUSS had previously been Executive 
Assistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommenda-
tion of LLGER HISS. 

Mr. SAYRE wns questioned concerning vrho ho.d been his Executi vc 
Assistants/in the Philippines while he was High Commissioner. ll8 stated 
that he had had IJ.RRY Si.LS BURY,. Ci' .. BOT COVILLE, and CIJiUDE BUSS • He was 
asked how these assignments were made. 1· .. t .first ho stated that he pcr-
f:onally chose Bl.JSS_. but continued questioning_ rcvef1led that he written 
to friends in the Stutes inquirin[ for reconunendutions and that they hod 
sent recommendations to him und from them he had chosen BUSS as being 
the best qualified. Further qucstioning brought forth the admission 
that the appointment hud been made throuf;h the suggestion of l.LGER HISS 
and a).so tho.t jlLGER H1SS hod previously recommended NOEL FIELD .• . Lt 
this point W;r. SAYRE volunteered that ):le had learned through the HCUJ.:. 
E:earings that NOEL FIELD was considered u vrcll lmown 

To questions put to him Mr. SAYR;E replied he had found Mr. 
BUSS an able Ex0cutive .itssistunt und had only one complaint concerning 
his activities which he could recall, nnd that was that he considered 
BUSS too intimate with P.r:osident Hf,Jf.JnL QUEZON, BUSS did not have access 
to the codes, had never. left the Island to his knuw1cdge, had not been 
in contuct with any foreign individuals who were suspected to SJ.YRE 1 S 
k;nowledge, and had not engaged in any activities which caused him to be 
su.spicious of him at that ·..rith the last remc.rk, he vms csked to 
clarify it to which he related thut £i.fter the bombing of Manila and the 
evacuation of Si4YRE and the staff he had left BUSS in Manila in charge 
of the mission, and that . BUSS was there when the Japanese successfully 
invaded and took over command of the Island. BUSS and other members of 
the mission were int8rned in a local hotel and questionetl periodically. 
9ubsequently BUSS alone was removed to Tokyo an<l interned in a hotel in 
that city whore he was further. 

SAYRE hod not been awe.re of this until after the war, L short 
time after the end of hostil;i. ties he ho.cl recommended BUSS f<'r n govern-
ment job, but had beon cautioned against this by certain individuals in 
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t"io.shington who brought to his attention the fact that they were suspicious 
of BUSS because of his having been removecl from the Island and questioned 
at such length in Tokyo. He, therefore, dropped the recommendation. 

had conducted the questioning c•f Si'SRE Yfi th regard to 
BUSS without disclosing any reason for the inquiry, Ifowever, at the 
conclusion of it SLYRE inquirod.-_of agents whether 0r not BUSS wo.s an 
espionage agent and whether we had 11 th€! goods on him". .Agents pointed 
out to him that they were not in a position to disclose information 
they had on BUSS, but were attempting to determine his relations with 
BUSS and e.oti vi ties BUSS had in in the Philipl?ines.. Mr.· 
SliYRE then exclaimed "This certainly puts me in a bud light". He b.g'fdn 
mentioned the fact thnt NOEL FIELD, ullegedly a known C0mmunist had been 
! ecommenc'!ed to him o.s well as BUSS, ,··hem agents v.Jere now inquiring about. 
It vms pointed out to Mr. that this true, but the purpose of 
the i:;r;e:stigation by the FBI is to get &ll the facts, which unqucstior:a bly 
vroulfl eventually dispel such a supposition on his part, ·ana if he was 
the victim of circumstances or a misplaced trust would ev0ntually be 
brought out .. 

this point Er. SLYRE str,ted that he woul0 have liked to have 
seen tho entire case against HJSS tried rather than just the perjury 
angle, so thnt all the wouln be disclosed nn<l the mutter oleo.red up in its entirety, 

In an attempt to determine vrhether· there is any obligo.tion 
flowing from Mr. to /.LGER HISS which might possibly be responsible 
for his extreme confidence in l:.LGER HISS 1 loyo.Hy, i1Ir. SLYRE was asked 
to relate how: he obtained the po·si ti on of Chairmo.n of the l•merican Dele-
gation to the Trusteeship Council of tho U .N. and whether LLGER HISS 
hnd been. responsible for his obtaining it •. Mr. S1SRE answered that this 
wo.s u difficult question; that ho recalled that he hud first discussed 
with l!..LGER HISS the possibility of obtaining a position with the Trusteeship 
Council. He had ulso gone to the President on another matter, at which 
time he asked him whether he had e.ny ob.jections to his name being con-
s idercd for a position on the Council. Ee had also made 
this sumo inquiry of Senators o.nd CONNOLLY as well o.s other 
Senators, and they later ·reassured him that they had none t He then re-
ceived a call fr9m BENJli.MIN GERRIG .of the Sto.te Department inquiring whether 
he wns interested in aposition with the Trusteeship Council, He so.id 
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that he'woul<l be and therea.rter he was offered the p0sition. He was again 
asked whether, to his knovrledge, ilLGER B:ISS had been responsihle for ob-
taining this position, He replied tho.t it could have been possible tmt 
LLGER HISS vms working behind the scenes, but he di<l not know of it to 
his knowledge. ·' 

·Mr• SAYRE, in pnrting, stated. that he 1-ms most anxious to co-
opernte with agents and. that they should feel free to . ce.11 on him at any 
time if he could be of assistance to them • . 
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