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INTERVIEVS: JOHN KNOX JESSUP
FRANCIS B. SAYRE

In the report of SAJOSEPH M, KELLY dated February 8, 1949 it is
reflected that JEROME FRANK in his interview stated that he remembered JOHN
KNOX JESSUP, Chairmen of the Board of Editors for "Fortune" magazine having
at .one time mentioned to him that there were rumors circulating to the ef-
fect that ALGER HISS had Communist affiliations.

On March 2, 1949 Mr, JESSUP was interviewed in the office of
"Fortune" magazine in the Empire State Building, New York City. When asked
whether or not he had any information concerning ALGER HISS which might te
of interest to SA JOHN F. SULLIVAN who interviewed him, Mr. JESSUP stated
that years ago, sometime around 1938, CHLMBER3 had been in contact with
HERBERT SOLOW, one of the editors of "Fortune" magazine, to whom he had
disclosed a considerable portion of the infcrmetion which has recently been
brought out against ALGER HISS by the House Committee on Un-fmerican Activ-
ities. Mr. JESSUP pointed out that his entire knowledge of ALGER HISS and
his Communistic tendencies or affiliations was obtained from either HERBERT
SOLOW or in discussions among the editors of "Fortune" magazine of the infor-
mation giveh to them either individually or collectively by Mr, SOLOV. He
emphasized the fact. that he had no independent knowledge of ALGER HISS!
Communist affiliations or sympathies., He also statéd that he had no in-
dependent knowledge of any other aspects of this case other than what he
had learned from Mr, SOLOW.

In this regard it should be noted that HERBERT SOLOW was inter-
viewed by agents of the New York Office, the results of which are set out
in this report. :

On February 25,1949 GERTRUDE SAMUELS, not SAMUELSON as has been
previously reported, Secretary to JEROME FRANK when he was Chief Counsel
for the Lgriculture Adjustment Administration, was interviewed in her office
in the Wew York "Times" Building, 229 Bast 43rd Street, Wew York City, by
S JOHN F. SULLIVLN. Miss SAHUELS, since having been employed by Justice
FRINK, had been married and divorced from FRED R. OPPENHEIMER and has re-
sumed her maiden name of GERTRUDE SAMUBLS. She resides at 3555 73rd avenue,’
Jackson Heights, telephone Havermeyer 4-5113. She is employed as a feature
writer on children's affairs for the Now York "Times" newspaper,

Miss SLMUELS related that she was employed with the LL4 as Mr,

FRANK'S Secretary from approximately 1933 to 1935. She could not recall
the exact months in which she began and.ccased this employment, but did
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remember that her severance had becn prior to the shake-up in the LAl and
JBROME FRoNK'S resignation from that Ldministration. She had gone, after
leaving the iAA, to Chicago where she had been employed for a short while
before returning to Washington with the Resettlement iLdministration, for

whom she worked during 1936.

She remembered, quite readily, »LGER HISS, JOBN .BT, N.TH.N ¥WITT,
LEE PRESSMLN, FR.NK SHE4, and #BE FORT.S. These names stood out in her
mind, and she admitted she has followed their carecrs since she and they
had- left the government. She admitted, however, that while acting as
FRANK'S sccretary she could not class herself as having been an intimate
of theirs and her relations with them had been restricted to the relation
existing between the lawyers and JEROLE.FR .NK'S secretary, ise., it was
purely a business relationship. She could recall but few instances in which
she had had outside contact with any of the above attorneys, and believed
that these contacts were restricted to having cocktsils in some nearby rest-
aurant or hotel *othe AAX Building, After work cocktails with the lawyers
would be the result of get-togethers when they had worked late at the office.

She admitted that she knew none of these men intimately and had
not had any of their confidences exposed to her. To a question, she anawered
that at no time had it come to her attention that ALGER HISS, LEE PRESSM.LN,
VATH.N TTT or JOHN ABT were Communists, had Communist affiliations, or that
any of them, and specifically ALGER HISS, had been engaged in espionage ac-
tivities. She stated tnat she could understand that PRES™HMLN, WITT and ABT
could have had Communist affiliations, particularly PRESSMLN, in view of
the way in which he has followed the Party line in recent years.

She stated that she had only seen 4ALGER HISS once since she had
left the government in 1936, and that was at the Polish Embassy in 1946, at
which time he had given a speech on child welfare on behalf of the United
Nations which she had covered for the New York "Times". She had not scen
him since and had never at ony time rcceived communications from him. With
respect to her conbtact with ALGER HISS at the Polish Embassy, she related
that the discussions she had with him were restricted to the problems of
world children and had not touched any other field.
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She repeated that the rccent disclosures came as a great sur-
prise to her as she had considered :.LGER a kind, generous, loveble "guy",
who was one of the hardest workers in the /f£., She mentioned that she
is earnestly awaiting the trial to determine just what his defense is,
and she believes that he is inhocent, but is reserving decision until
she hears his defense in court. '

On February 25, 1949 FRANCIS B. S:YRE was interviewed in his
office in the Trusteceship Councid of the United Nations, 2 Park Lvenue,
New York City, by SiAS FRANCIS J. GALLANT and JOHN F, SULLIVAN, On
February 14th Mr. SAYRE had called SA.SULLIVAN to advise that on Saturday,
February 12th, ALGER HISS and his attorney Mr. kcLEAN had called on him
at his office and had gone over some of the documents in instant case, .
and he wanted to so-advise agent in conformity with his promise to keep
him aware of any such developments, -

It was determined from Mr. S4YRE that LLGER HISS had contacted
Mr. PHILLIP JESSUP of the United Nations, to whom he had stated that he
felt badly about the fact that he had not been in contact with Mr, SAYRE
since the recent public disclosures of his activities. DNr., JESSUP had
informed Mr. SAYRE of ALLGER'S statement and inquired of Mr, SAYRE whether
he would care to see /ALGER as ALGER evidently desired such a meeting.
Mr. SAYRE related thet he had informed Mr., JESSUP that he would be glad
to see ALGER, howéver, he wanted it understood that whatever LLGER said
to him he, Mr. SiYRE, wanted to feel free to disclose this to the FBI or
to whatever official body he might be called before. Subsequently thereto
ALGER had called and made an appointment for Saturday, February 12th,
when he came to Mr. SAYRE'S office accompanied by his attorney, Mr, McLELN,
Mr. SLYRE requestcd that the name of Mr, JESSUP be kept confidential as
he does not desire to have him drawn into this matter.

Mr. SAYRE stated that ALGER HISS began to discuss. the case
and he and his attorney were particularly interested in going over the
copies of the State Department documents which were in the possession
of Mr., SAYRE. Mr., SAYRE pointed out that at the outset of this inter-
view he again warned ALGER HISS that anything he might say Mr. SAYRE
would feel free to repeat to the FBI or any other committee, and requested
that Mr. McLEAN counsel Mr, HISS in this regard.

Gl
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With respect to the documents that they examined, Mr.: SAYRE
stated that as he recalled the examination, they were only concerned with
the State Department records of the distribution of the documents, He
stated that they did not read or make éopies of any of the documents
themselves, and he had the 1mprcSSlon that they had copies of them. He
coukd not recall seeing these copies in their possession, but either from
the conversation or some other way, which he could not recall, he was
sure that they had such copiess

¥y, McLE.N did copy, however, he pointed out, the State Depart-
ment lists of the distribution of the State Department documents.  He
was asked whether anything of significance took place while MoLEAN WAS
examining the documents., Mr. SAYRE recallea that they were particularly
interested in noting, dnd he was alsd, that a number of the documents
which had allegedly been turned over to CEAMBERS by HISS and which had
allegedly been removed from Mr.,. SAYRE'S office, woere not showh on the
distribution lists of the State Depdrtment as having becen distributed
to his,. Mr,. SAYRE'S,.office. Mr, SAYRE then pointed out to agents that .
this situation had puzzled him and he felt that the documents which had
not been distributed to his office must have been taken from another office.
It should be noled at this time that when prev-ously interviewed by in-’
terviewing agents it was not noted that lr. SzYRE had among his’ papers
instant distribution lists. It is not known at this time whether he had
obtained them on his own initiative or at the request of HISS' attorney,
or whether they had been supplied to him by the State Department. It
was not deemed feasible to ask him Where hehad obtained them at this
time, but such will be determined when he is next interviewed,

Mr.. SAYRE again reférred to, as he had in his previous inter=-
view, VADLEIGH as a possible suspect,. He was not again questiohed as
to why he had suspected WiDLEIGH as previous close questioning had re-’
vealed that he had no reason to suspect WADLEIGH as is set out in the
report of hisprevious interview and had selected, as he clalmed "WiDLEIGH
because TLDLEIGH'S name had appeared in the newspapers as also being one
of the suspects beihg questioned with régard to these documents.- The
constant, interjection of TADLEIGH as a suspect by Mr. SAYRE, without any
personal basis for it, indicated to agents that possibly either iLGER
HISS or ‘his attorneys,:MLRBURY or McLE.N, heve arrived at the ‘conclusion”
that someone else has pleaded guilty in instant case, probably W.DLEIGH,
as he has appeared frequently beford the Grand Jury, and are preparing
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the groundwork to shove the blome on to 'TADLEIGH. It is possible that
they, in their contacts with Mr. SLYRE, have impregnated him with this
idea.,

Mr, SAYRE noted that while HISS and McLEsN werc looking over
the four pcncilled nototions which hed appeared on the documents and which
are knovn as Q1 through Q4, LLGER HISS pointed out that Ql, which is the
pencil notation beginning "M21 tel for Mary Martin, widower of Hugh
Martin...", 7s not his handvwriting and SAYRE used the term that he claimed
it was a forgery. He pointed out to Mr, SAYRE that the contents of the
pencil notation meant nothing to him, and that the names were likewise
unfamiliar. Mr, SLYRE added at this time that he had had the same reac-
tion that the contents of this note did not pertain tc anything in, their
office and did not have any State Depurtment significance. It appeared
to him to be apersonal note. '

He was asked wheother ALGER RISS admitted that the other hand-
writing notations were his., These arc Q2 through Q4. Nr..SeYRE replied
that LLGER had stated that theseappecared to be his handwriting. When
queried for his exact words as to whether he had stated "They appeared
to be his handwriting" or whether he hed said "They were his handwriting",
Mr, SAYRE could not recall exactly, but believed that he had said "They
appearcd to.be his handwriting". &r. SAYRE hastily added with some con-
viction "I don't think &lger will deny that these are his, and I don't |
think they intend to do so when they come to trial",

He was again asked whether they had shown any particular in-
terest in the documents themselves. Iie stated thet they had not and had
merely concentrated their attention on the distribution of the documents,
making notes of some, and had discussed with him, as he had stated,. the
fact that a number of the documents which CHAMBE™S stated HISS had turned
over to him had not been listed as having been distributed to his, Mr,
SAYRE'S, office.

il s
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He did admit, however, that some of the documents which the
list showed had not been distributed to him, would have been of interest
to him and should have reached his office.

He stated that he had carefullv questioned ALGER HISS concern-
ing these documents and how thev could have sotten into CHAMBERS possession,
but HISS was at a loss to explain this, He did explain the handwriting
notations 'in this fashion. HISS had pointed out to him that he made it
a practice to synopsize long telegrams or documents in order that he could
explain the contents to Mr. SAYRE when he brought them to his attention,
thus nepgating the necessity for Mr, SAYRE to read such documents..

Throughout the interview, as in orevious interviews, Mr, SAYRE
would reaffirm his faith in ALGER, occasionally.pointing out that he could
not understand how it could be possible for him to have done this, and
also not being able to understand thet ALGER would do this to him, However,
it should be noted that both in this interview and the previous interviews
Mr. SAVRE, ‘just as frequently during the interviews, would pointedly in-
quire whether or not the Bureau's investigation had definitely proven
ALGER to have committed the acts. When carefully questioned along lines
whick would tend to affect his preconceptions, Mr, SAYRE would become vis-
ibly concerned and slightly upset. He would then mention that the par-
~ ticular point under discussion indicated that he, SAYR®, might have been
compromised or had wnwittinely or unknowingly been taken advantage of.
When this would be driven home to him it would bring forth the inquiry
as to just how much the Bureau has proven, Then no comment would be made
to this, he would quickly rebound from his-previous position and again
reaffirm his faith in ALGER, but would never give any factual reason
which would concern itself with an asnect of the case-to substantiate
this afirmation, other than his abject faith in ALGER, One point which
scemed to considerably bother Mr. SLYRE was whether or not the Bureau
has been able to prove that the documents were typewritten on ALGER'S
typewriter., At one time he stated that if this was proven it would cer-
tainly look bhad for ALRER.

A good example of the vacillating position of Mr. SAYRE,
referréd to above, took place when he was queried concerning CLAUDE
ALBERT BUSS. - '

v
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With respect to CLLUDE LLBERT BUSS, the report of S»n LUDWIG
W.R. OBERNDORF, dated February 2, 1949, at Washington, D.C. reflects that
a "Dr, BOSS™ might have been approached by TITCZAK to perform & Soviet
espionage mission. "Dr. BOSS" was believed to be identical with CLAUDE
ALBERT BUSS, whom WITCZAK allegedly visited when BUSS was Director of
O7I in San Francisco in June 1945, BUSS had previously been Executive
Assistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the rccommenda-
tion of ALGER HISS,

Mr. SAYRE was questioned concerning who had becen his Executive
Assistant@in the Philippines while he was High Commissioner. He stated
that he had had LARRY Si:LSBURY,. CABOT COVILLE, and CLAUDE BUSS. He was
asked how these assignments were made. 4t first he stated that he per-
gonally chose BUSS. but continued questioning rcvealed that he had written
to friends in the States inquiring for recommendations and that they had
sent rccommendations to him and from them he had chosen BUSS as being
the best qualified. Further questioning brought forth the admission
that the appointment had beer made through the suggestion of LLGER HISS
and also that ALGER HTSS had previously recommended NOEL FIELD,.. it
this point Mr. SAYRE volunteered that he had learned through the HCUL
Hearings that NOEL FIELD was considered a well known Communist,

To questions put to him Mr., SAYRE replied he had found Mr.

BUSS an able Executive assistant and had only one complaint concerning
his activities which he could recall, and that was that he had considered
BUSS too intimate with Pnos;dent MANJEL QUEZON, BUSS did not have access
to the codes, had never left the Island to his knowledge, had not been
in contact with any foreign individuals who were suspected to SAYRE'S
knowledge, and had not engaged in any activities which caused him %o be
suSpicious of him at that time. :[ith the last remark, he was asked to

" clarify it tc which he related that after the bombing of Menila and the 4
evacuation of SiYRE and the staff he had left BUSS in Manila in charge
of the mission, and that BUSS was there when the Japunese successfully
invaded and took over command of the Island. BUSS and other members of
the mission were interned in a local hotel and questioned periodically.
Subsequently BUSS alone was rcmoved to Tokyo and interned in a hotel in
that city where he was questioned further.

SAYRE had not been awcre of this until after the war, i short

time after the end of hostilities he had recommended BUSS fer a govern-
ment job, but had becen cautioned against this by certain individuals in
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Washington who brought to his attention the fact that they were suspicious
of BUSS because of his having been removed from the Island and questicned
at such length in Tokyo. He, therefore, dropped the recommendation,

igents had conducted the questioning of SiLYRE with regard to
BUSS without disclosing any reason for the inquiry, However, at the
conclusion of it SLYRE inguired-.of agents whether or not BUSS was an
espionage agent and whether we had "the goods on him". sagents pointed
out to him that they were not in a position to disclose what informetion
they had on BUSS, but were attempting to determine his relations with
BUSS anc what activities BUSS had engaged in in the Philippines., Nr..
SLYRE then exclaimed "This certainly puts me in a bad light". He hgeain
mentioned the fact that NOEL FIELD, allegedly & knowm Communist had been
recommencded to him as well as BUSS, whomagents were now inquiring about.
It was pointed out tec Mr, S.:YRE that this was true, but the purpose of
the investigation by the FBI is to get 411 the facts, which unquestiorably
would eventually dispel such a supposition on his part, and if hec was
the victim of circumstances or a misplaced trust it would eventually be
brought out,

4Lt this point Mr, SLYRE stated that he would have liked to have
seen the entire case against HTSS tried rather than just the perjury
angle, so that all the facts would be dlscloscd and the matter cleared
up in its entirety.

In an attempt to determine whether- therc is any obligation
flowing from Mr, SAYRE to ALGER HISS which might possibly be responsible
for his cxtreme confidence in LLGER HISS!' loyalty, Mr. SLYRE was asked
to relate how he obtained the position of Chairman of the t#merican Dele-~
gation to the Trusteeship Council of the U.N. and whether ALGER HISS
had been responsible for his obtaining it. Mr. S.YRE answered that this
was a difficult question; that he recalled that he had first discussed
with LLGER HISS the possibility of obtaining a position with the Trusteeship
Council. He had also gone to the President on another matter, at which
time he asked him whether he had any objections to his name being con-
sidered for a position on the Trusteeship Council. Ee had also made
this same inquiry of Senators VLNDENBURG and CONNOLLY as well as other
Senators, and they later reassured him that they had none, He then re-
ceived a call from BENJAMIN GERRIG of the State Department inquiring whether
he was interested in aposition with the Trustceship Council, He said
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that he would be and thereafter he was offered the pesition. He was again
asked whether, to his knowledge, ALGER HISS had been responsible for ob-
taining this position, He replied that it could have been possible that
«LGER HISS was working behind ‘the scenes, but he did not know of it to

his knowledge., ' :

‘Mrs SAYRE, in parting, stated that he was most anxious to co-

operate with agents and that they should feel free to call on him at any
time if he could be of assistance to them.. :

-G
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