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On Jamuary 14, 1949, ¥R. EIWARD R. STETTINIUS, Jr., foimér Sécretary:of

"State, was interviewed in. his office at the Savoy Plaza ‘Hotel by S8 Robert: F. X.

O'Keefe and John F, Sullivan, It was explained to MR, STETTINIUS that the Bureau;
was desirous of knowing certain ficets abtout ALGER HISS! life and activities which
covéred the -period when, HISS would have béen.in contact with him officially :and
unofficially., ‘

MR. STETTINIUS mentioned to Agents that hé thought it 1::01'1'1d be best 1if he
ave a running summary .of all his associations with AIGER HISS from the first |
ime he met him in 19%4 to the present; and if the summary did not cover -all points

in ‘isste, ;Age'nt,s- should feel free to ask him any necessary questiong.,

MR. STETTINIUS related that in 1944, heé -could hot recall the exach ronth,

»

he %as' in London on a secret mission for Pres§ident ROOSEVELT conferring with
WINSTON CHURCHILL and ANTHONY EDEN with respect to a revision .of the Post War
‘World: Organizdtion, While in London thé Dimbartoh Qaks ‘Conference via§ concélived
in Washington D,C, Consequently, upon hi§ petiirh Né .found that MR; CORDELL HULL
had’ begun the preliminary organization of ‘the, ‘Conférénce by assighing, EDWARD ‘
WILSON, at that time Ambassador to Panama, 40 -4 positién.of planning the organizax i
tion of thé Conference, ALGER HISS had already been &elected as, the Executive

Secretary in cliarge 'of the techinical dspects. of the Conference. MR.. STETTINIUS
added’ that he, himself, Wa$. to te the "brass hati and "froft man' for the Confer-
ence, This Was the first time thdt he had ever hedrd of ALGER HISS and; as he fe-
called it, ALGER .had previous to hissslection ag Ekeécutive Secretary beer .assigred
to'thé Tar Eastern Section of the State Department wndér STANLEY HCRNEECK,

.. Daxing the Duibarton Oaks Confexence ALGER HISS, according to MR.
STETTINIUS, handled his aSsignments with “the JRussians with-the same degree of
firmness that had been exhibited by any other American at the Conferences He ad-'
mitted that although he had mob. known ALGER,HISS he made no attempt to check-on
his. background or case history, explaining that he had had over 5,000 men under
his supervision,and to make specific checks of HISS! character would have been
impossible. He. stated that during this pericd there were no such things as. sec~
urity files on individuals, -and he believed all information on ALGER HISS would

. 0

be ‘coiitained in the latter!s administrative file,

At this %ife MR. STETTINIUS pointed out' that during the last few wonths
of 1943 and the fipst few months of 1944 he had been painfully aware of the lack
of security in the State Department and had called Mps Hoover for:-the purpose of
having a check made on sécurity within-the Department. He bélieved that Mr. Tamm.

and he, Mr, ‘Stettinius, had had & conference and.the problem had been discussed,

Biréau!s report he believed was received -sometime in ‘Febfuary 1944; and‘he tuined

it over to.G. HOWLAND SBAW, Assistant Secretary of State in charge of -administra

tion vho handled security matters for thé Department, MR, SIETTINIUS was quit
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sure that there had been no reference in this report to either of the HISS bro=-
thers which would.have brought them to his attention and placed him on guard.

It was_ brought out that the Berle Report, which allegedly contained the
accusations against members of the State Department, as given to MR, BERLE by

WHITTAKER CHAMEERS had not been, brought to his attention. He added that he did -
not know whatever became of this Report, but believed that he had heard, in con-
nection with, the ‘testimony in instant case, that it had ‘been brought to the atten-
tion of DEANYACEESON. ‘ .

) THe next time he had contact with ALGER HISS was at-the Yalta Confergnce
when AIGER again was appointed Executive Secretary and took on the same duties as

he had had at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference. When asked who had sponsored ALGER
HISS for both, the Dumbarton Oaks and Yalta positions, MR. STES uUS s%ated that
he did not knows He again pointed out that when HISS had beei%‘éhcked for the
Dumbarton Oaks Conference, he was in London and had returned to find him in the
position; however, STEITINIUS was in Washington when the Yalta Conference was con-
ceived and prepared, but he could hot recall who picked ALGER for this one.

He recalled one incident that he believed might shed some 1light on the

matter. Prior to 'the Yalta Conference there had been a family squabble in Govern-

ment- circles between LEO PASVOILSKY of ‘bhe State Department afid FEIST in' Secretary
STIMSON's War Department. FEIST had made some accusations concerning PASVOLSKY
and circulated unflattering rumors concerning him, which he added did not help
PASVOLSKY. Undexr. normal circumstances, PASVOLSKY would have gone to the Yalta
Conference instead of HISS, but due to -interndl friction, the resultant runors,
and the further fact that PASVOLSKY was not a very personable individual and MR.
ROOSEVELT liked to be surrounded with personable people, PASVOLSKY was lert at

‘home, This was accomplished by telling PASVOISKY that everyone had to fly to the

Conference, and. inasmuch as it was known that PASVOLSKY would rever fly it pre-
sented an easy and diplomatic oub. .

«t the Yalta Conference LLGER HISS, he stated, had again done a commende.
able job and had met the Russians' in a Mtough, realistic' fashion.® -He likewige
had won the' confidence of all who attended the Conference. He believed that
ALGER HISS' selection for Secretary Géneral in charge of the San Francisco Confer-
énce came automatically as a result of his previous experience at the Dumbarton |
Oaks and Yalta Conferences. '

4t this point in the interview he referred igents to MR, ROBERT TYNCH,
his Executive Secretary, whom he believed would be able to shed some Jlight on v
was "responsiblefor the appointment of EISS at least to the San Francisco Con
ence, because ¥R, LYNCH had handled for MR. STETTINIUS the detailed: administr
tive planning of the Conference, HR. LYNCH, could be reached, he .explained,
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Fifth Avenue. MR, STETTINIUS called MR. LYNCH and made an a,.pp.ointment for hgents
for' the following day.

After the San Francisco Conference HISS had again done a brilliant job,
according to MR, STETTINLIUS, so much so that at the conclusion of the Conference
those present had passed a resolution thanking hinm for the splendid Job he had
done, He stated that if Senators CONNOLLY and VANDENEERGH, members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee who attended the conference, were interviewed, they
would unquestionably endorse his appraisal of HISS! work at the Conference,

b the San Francisco Conference he stated he had resigned as Secretary
of State and JIMIY BYRNES had succceded him. TFrom that time STETTINIUS related
he had devoted his time to the construction of the United Nations and ALGER HISS
continued on with ¥R. BYRNES until January 1946. As he understood it, HISS had
done a thoroughly commendable job for ¥R, BYRNES, and had received during this
penod thé full confidence of MR. BYRNES, -BEN COHEN and CHARLES BOHLEN.

« Subsequent,_to leaving the .State Denartrrent STETTINIUS stated he devoted
all his time %o the organization and acministration of the Security Council-and
he believed that HISS was in charge of the State Department Political Security
Division of the United Nations Division of the State Department. He did not come
in contact with HISS again until somébime in 1947 when he met him on a train com- -
ing up from Washingbon to New York. HISS was on the train and in the general
conversation which ensued HISS had advised him he had become Pres:n.dent of the
Carnegie Foundation for International Peace.

s next contact with ALGER was at the Mundt-Nixon disclosures made at
the heaxings of the House -Cormittee on Un-American Activities. These disclosures.
he. readily admitted came as a great shock to him, and MR. STETTINIUS indicated
from his. comments that he did not believe the charges and had taken the trouble
to call HISS on the telephone and tell him despite what had happened "I still
love you."

His next contact took place about: two months ago when he had asked ALGER
over o the Savoy Plaza to review & mamuscript of 2 book which STETTINIUS: is
writing concerning the trubth about Yalta, which he believes he will call
URoogevelt And The Russians", HISS had read the menuscript and hed passed var-
ious constructive criticisms upon it and had ‘told MR. STETTINIUS that he was gl
he was writing it.

MR, STEITINIUS named Dr. W«;L'IER)GOHNSON, a professor of history at 4
University of Chicago; as his collaborator on the book. - It was learned late
from MR, STETTINIUS! secretary, L. FXWALIACE, that Dr, JOHNSON resides at
Kenwood hvenue, Chicago, Illinois, But' was presently doing research work a

Kisseloff-12184 f ] - -
._ i ﬁlmrm y




" NY 65-14920

ildernon Library in Charlottesville, Virginias

MR _admitted that recently, he could not recall the exact
date, }IJI,LI:J{ sRB’URY, who had been a classmate of STETTINIUS at' the" University of
Virginia, itéd him at the Savoy Plaza relative to the EISS casé, A4t the outse'b
of MARBURY's visit MR, STETTINIUS stated he -had asked MARBURY whether there was
anyth:.ng 'he should know about ALGER HISS, prefacing his remarks with the comment
‘that he and MARBURY had been classmetes together and had kriown. each Sther over a
long per:.od of time before HISS came into the picture, and he wanted a' straight
answer, ARBURY told him ¥ From all I know and have found out there is nothing you
should know.” MR, STETTINIUS immediately added, however, that befére the inter-
view had been concluded MARBURY had told him’ that Jhe hed four documents which he
had found which’ viere in ALGER HISS! handwritn.ng and which he was going to turn:

over. to-the FBI right aviay, but was first going to ALGER HISS! apartment to tell

hifm that he was going to do this. An inquiry of MR, STETTINIUS as to the nature

and contents of the documents was unavan.ling. STETTINIUS stated he had not seen

the documen'hs, nor- had ¥ARBURY to d him what they were aboub..

I vas subsequently ‘learned from MR. WALLACE -that ¥R, WARBURY had called
on MR. STETTINIUS ab the Savoy Plaza Hotel at 3 p.m. on Thursday ai‘bernoon, Nov—
ember 18; 1948. it this time MR, STETTINIUS “yolunteered without comment the in-
formata. that -after MARBURY's visit and a2bout three weeks ago, hé was visited by
EASTO ROTHWELL, Librarn.an at the Hoover Library at Stanford Universi'by, Palo .Albo,
Califorhia. ROTHVELL dur:.ng this visit likewise .reviewed STEITINIUS! manuscript
on the Yalta story, and in ‘the course of a -discussion concerning the HISS case,
ROTHV'ELL mentioned that ALGER HISS had a life long' hobby of digésting documents
and manuscripts and placing them in a safe for safekeeping‘ ROTHVELL statéd -he had
learned that 4t one time the safé had been rifled and some'of the ‘contents, s’oolen.
STETTINIUS asked ROTHWELL whether HISS had known who ‘had 'done it, and ROTHVELL had.
volunteered that HISS had told him he had no idea. Inquiry of MR. STETTINIUS in
an’ atbempt: to enlarge wpon this point brought no further .clarification.

.

¥iith rei‘erence to the movement oi‘ alleged Commmnist sympathizers or

Commuhists into the Department of State, ¥R. STETTINIUS admitted that it hed caused )

him consi.derable concern and that he recalled he had had a discussion on the ma'b—
ter with HARRY HOPKINS., HOPKINS had agreed not to take any more of the “left _wing .
-boys into’ Tend Iease. He recalled there was a considerable discussion with HARRY )
HOPKINS about the identity of these boys s, Some of whom vere fairly well known,,

but he does not recall ALGER HISS as hav:.ng been among those mentioned.

-

L4

HR. STEITINIUS was askKed who was interested in ‘ALGER HISS and had: been
instrumental in advancing him in the Government. It was ‘pointed out “to him that.
albthough ALGER HISS was considered by most.people to be a brillian'b :.nd:.vidual,
he neve?theless had had 2 meteoric rn.se in the State Depa.rtment. He took a few -
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, dnutes to think over the matter and stateéd he was unable t6 answer the question
i8 he did not know ‘the identity off, ny individual who had been interested in HISS;

lowever, he did state that. EDWARDAWILSON, now Ambassador to Turkey and who had

leen in charge of the planning of the Du barton Ozks Conference, would urdoubtedly

quow who suggested tb him AIGER HISS fér-the position of Executive Se&ré‘baryi. '

: siother suggestion was IEQKPASVOLSKY, who is now with the Brookings Institute. He
?grther-suggésted HARIEf OTTER, who is now aiprofessor of Political Science at

teme university; REPfSEQL OTWEEL; and DOROTIﬁ%;SDICKi the daughter -of Dr. FOSDICK, ., -

sofmer- rector of Riverside Church, New York City: He belfeved that these individe

ials, who had worked closely with. KISS,, would probably know the machihations be-

4Ynd his movements and -promotions, . - ’

:l - . -~

o VR, STETTINLUS ‘pointed out that there had nevef beén any pressure brought

{0 bear on.him $0 give Special consideration to ALGER HISS, and, as-he had prév-

‘ously stated, he hed riever selected HISS for any position,. He suggésted that G.

DULANDASHAW undoubtediy would be able to $hed some light on HISS! activities, ag

£ was ‘the nominal’ head of the 'security in the State Depaitment and should have Had

+file on HISS, which, he added, might contain a .cépy of the Berle Report,

-«

: MR, STEITINIUS  when questioned stated that heé -had ab ro time, either
‘hile in the' Department. of State or subsequent thereto, either officially or per-

tmally;, been notifiedithat AIGER HISS vas a Communist, sympathetic toward Communs

&My, &, viembeF of “the Communist underground: in Washington D,C., or was .engaged in
Spionage activities, He also stated that it had never come to his attention of- .
Icially or unofficially-that ALGER HISS had removed. files from the .State Depart.- 3

ént for the purpose of turning then over to any unauthorized, ipdividual.® -
-" ? .. He stated that he, until the recent diselosures, consideréd AIGER a
s oyaly patriotic, rcapable, and willing employee, It ‘should be ‘pointed- out, hére,
i gwever; that apparently the interview detracted somewhat ‘from STETTINIUS! prior
k
b

Athusiasm and faith in ALGER HISS, as he ‘repeatedly questioned 4gents to deter—

iné if investigation had verified CHAMBERS! statements and also to détermine

. Bether ALGER HISS is guilty. He mentioned to. hgents hé could not understand if .
here was any’ truth to thHe disloyalty of the HISS' brothers, why TOM CLARK had not '
arried key Governiient officials and alsé IEAN ACHESQN, so the latter would' not

.ave given such &n unqualified endorsement of DONALDYHISS and consequently placed
imself so far out.on the limb., N\ . ‘

C Ab-"this point and as.a result of his apparent changed viewptint on thée
. ntire mattér since the intexview began, he carefully and painstakingly recon=
. btructed ohce again his association with 4IGER "HISS- and highlighted his previous
. tatements.. He reiterated his-previous recomméndations that the officials whom
*,+ ¢ had mentioned who.were. close *to AIGER HISS should be interviewed, ..
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. MR, STETTINIUS informed Agents that he was going to Florida for three or
. four weeks in order to have some peace and quiet to finish his book. He offered
his services to Agents upon his retu\rn if he could be of any further assistancde,
2
'On January 17, 1949, ROBERTALYNCH, the Executive hssistant to ¥R. EDWARD
Re STETTINIUS; Jr.; was intemewed at his office at 521 Fifth Lverme, by 'Sk John
F. Sullivan.. MR, LYNCH related that he 'could not de.fn.m.tely state who had been
responsible for 4LGER HISS! appoin’oments, but was in a position to ‘suggesb.indi-~
viduals who would probably be more able swer that question. He named :!.n the
order of probability LEO PASVOISKY; ISATA AN, now with..Johns Hopkins Univer-
.sifi{r}ggé HAYDENXRAYNOR, now comnected with the United Natichs in New York Citys

JAC S, who was vitally connected with the organization of the San Francisco
Conference and had been the Direching Officer of 4dministration. and who he stated
was now Speclal Assistant to the United States Delegation to the United Nations
in New York; and EASTON ROTHWELL, now with the -Hoover Library at Stanford Univers
sity, who Kad been LEO P‘;SVOLSKY'S right ‘hand man. .

: Th thirking the matter over, MR, IYNCH stated that ROSS yoomed with
ALGER HISS at San Francisco and was quite close to him; that he was a reliable
individual and probably would be a good man to contact on the matter. He also
suggested that DR, FREEMAN MATHEWS,: presently Ambassador to Sweden and who had
been a key man in the State Department on all interndtional conferences, should
be contacted as he ‘would know who Jhad picked. HISS or ‘had suggested h:.s name. .

1&2. LINCH adv:.sed Agent that ¥ISS” 1’AR%¢DONNELL, who had becn hi's sec—.
retary for 'the past eight’ years and who had acCompanied him and MR. STETTINIUS to
various' Staté Départment and international conferences, vag present, in the. office
and nhight be able to shed light on the problem as she saw most of the executive
papérs while _vworking for thém. WISS VCDONNELL “was 1nterviewed, bub shé was un-
able to supply any information of value.

’ Neither MISS NcDONNELL nor MR, LYNCH when-questioned stated that  they
had ever suspected AIGER HISS of being a Communist or engaged in Gonmum.s‘b Or €8w=
. plonage activities. MR. ‘LYNCH imiediately added that he ‘had worked in the. ‘State
« Department and ‘wished to- point out that it was his experience .that thére had been

no..security, with respeéct to the handling of files and it viould haye been a simple
natter for anyone to take a file or to borrow it from an ofﬁclal's desk’ when
that party was temporar:.ly absent.
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