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On January 14, 194, ,R. EITARD R. STETTINIUS, Jr., foftme Secretary, of:
State, was inteiviewed in. his, pffice at the Savoy Plaza Hotel by SAs Robert F. X.
O'Keefe and John F. Sullivan. It was explained .to -R. STETTINIUS that the Buteau
was desirous of knowing -certain facets about ALGER HISS' life bad activities which
covered the -period when, HISS would have been. in contact with hinm bfficially 'and
unofficially.

MR. STETTINIUS mentioned to Agents th a 'hh thbught it would be best if-.he
gave a running summary of' all his associations with ALGER HISS "rrii the firstime he met' him in 1944 to the present, and if the suinmary did not cover -all poihts
in 'issie, :Agents. should feel free to ask him any necessary questi'ons.

MR. STETTINIUS related that in 1944,. .he -bould "iot recall the ekact month,
he ias' in London on a secret mission for Presideii ROOSEVELT conferring with
WINSTON CHURCHILL and ANTHONY EDEN" with respect to a revision of- the. .Post War.
*World, Organization. While in London th DtnibartSh 'Oakb 'Conference ws coicived'
in Washingtoi- D.C' Consequently, ipoh *hib je'tiitn he fourid that MR; CORDELL HULL
had' begun the preliminary organization of 'the, Co6iference iby assigning, EYDWARDVWISON, a.t that *time Ambassador to Panama, to -' p'ositi6d of planning t rhe 6rganizd
tion of the Conference, ALGER HISS had already been belected as, 'he .Execixtive
Secretary in -charge '.d the te'chii'ca l.asp'ecs. of 'the Conference. ?R.f 'STETTINIUS,
added that he, himself,, was. to -be the "brass hati"' nd''" fro i man" for .the Corife-
ence. This *as 'theb first tiie that he had ever heard of ALGER HISS and "as he re-
called it, ALGER .ad previous to his selectioh as Executive Secretary beeni.assigiedto the Far Eastern Section of the State Department under STANLEY HORNBECK4

.Dring the .Ddiibarton Oaks. Conference ALGER HISS, accordinig to iR.STETTINIUS, handled his absignments with 'the ,Russians with -the same degree of
firmness that had been exhibited by any other -American at the Conference. He ad-'
init'ted that although he had 'not. known ALGER;HISS he made no attempt to pheck qon
his. background or case history, explaining that he had had over 5,000 -men under
his supervision,and to make specific checks of 'HISSI character would have been
impossible. He. stated -thai during this. peio6d'.there were no such things as, sec-
urity files on individuals, -and he believed all information on ALGER HISS -would
be 'coitained in the latter administrative .file,-

At this tihe MR. STETTINIUS *pointed out' that during the ,last few Yonths
of 1943 and ,the first few nonths of 1944 ie had beeri painfully aware of the lack
of security in the State Department and had called M., Ho'over foi"-the purpose ofhaving a check made oni security within-the Department. He believed that Mr. Tammii.
and he, 1'. -Stettinius, 'had had a conference and. the problem had'been discussed,'whi'ch resulted in a survey havirig been made y, he believed, Mr; Gurnea, The -
Brii au!s report he believed was received -ometiie in 'Febuary. 1944, aidhe ture
it over to. G. HOVIAND SHAW, Assistaint Se.cetary of State in charge of administration who handled' security matters for 'th Department., NR, STETTINIUS was quit
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sure that there had been no reference in this report to either of the HISS bro-
thers *hich would, have brought them to his attention and placed him on guard.

It was brought out that the Berle Report, which allegedly contained theaccusations against members of the State Department, as given to R, BERLE by
WHITTAKER CHA~BERS had not been, brought to his attention. Hq added that he did
not know whatever became of this Report, but believed that he had heard, in con-
nection withte 'testimony in instant case, that it had -been brought to the atten-
tion -of DA C1HESON.-

The next time he had dontact with ALGER HISS was at the Yalta Conferencewhe A~LGER again was appointed Executive Secretary and took on the same duties as
he had had at the Dumbarton- Oaks Conference. When asked .who had sponsored ALGER
HISS for both, the Dumbarton Oaks and Yalta positions, MR. STE. -'US stated that
he did not know. He again pointed out that when HISS had bee bcked for the
Dumbarton Oaks Conference, he was in London and had returned to find him in the
position; however, STETTINIUS was in Washington when the Yaita Conference was con-
ceived and prepared, but he could hot. recall who picked ALGER for this one.

He recalled.one incident that he believed might shed some light on the
matter. Prior to 'the Yalta Conference there had been a family squabble in Govern-
ment, circles between LEO PASVOLSKY of the State Department afd EEIST ir Secretary
STIMSON's War Department. TEIST had made some accusations concerning PASVOLSKY
and circulated unflattering rumors concerning him, which he added did not help
PASVOLSKY. *Under.normal circumstances, PASVOLSKY would have gone to the Yalta
Conference instead of HISS, but due to internal friction, the resultant rumors,
and the further fact that PASVOLSKY was not a very personable individual and MR.
ROOSEVELT liked to be surrounded with personable people, PASVOLSKY was leXt at

,home, .This was accomplished by telling PASVOLSKY that everyone had to fly to the
Conference, and', inasmuch as it was known that PASVOLSKY would never fly it pre-
sented an easy and diplomatic out.

at the Yalta Conference ALGER HISS, he stated, had again done a cbmmend-.
able- job and had met .the Russians in a -"tough, realistic' fashion.," He likelwise
had won the confidence of all who attended the Conference° He believed that
ALGER HISSt selection for Secretary General in charge of the San Francisco Confer-
ence camb automatically as a result of his previous experience at the Dumbarton
Oaks and Yalta Conferences.

At this point in the interview, he referred Agents to 11R. ROBERT LYNCH,
Shis Executive Secretary, whom he believed would be able to shed some Light on v
was'responsible'for the appointment of HISS at least to the San Francisco Con
ence, because MR. LYNCH .had handled for 's. STETTINIUS the detailedadminist
tive planning of the Cdnference. MR. LYNCH could be reached, he explained,
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Fifth Avenue. IR. STETTINIUS called MR. LYNCH and made an appointment for Agents
for the following day.

After the San Francisco Conference HISS had again done a brilliant 3ob,
according to R. STETTINUS, so much so that at the conclusion of the Conference
those present had passed a resolution thanking him for the splendid job he had
done. He stated that if Senators CONNOLLY and VANDENBERGH, members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee who attended the conference, were interviewed, they
would unquestionably endorse his appraisal of HISS' work at the Conference.

At the San Francisco Conference he stated he had resigned as Secretary
of State and JI~Y BYRNES had succceded him. From that time STETTINIUS related-
he had devoted, his time to the construction of the United.Nations and ALGER HISS
continued on with ?R. BYRNES until January 1946. As he understood it, HISS had
done a thoroughly commendable job for UR, BYRNES, and had received during this
period the full confidence of }.R. BYRNES, -BEN COHEN and CHIRLES BOHLEN.

.Subsequent..to leaving the.State Department STETTINIUS stated he devoted
all his time to the organization and administration of the Security Council-and
he believed that HISS was in charge of the State Department Political Security
Division of the United Nations Division of the State Department. He did not come
in contact with HISS again until sometime in 1947 when he met him on a train dom-
ing up from Washington'to New York. HISS was on the train and in the general
conversation which ensued HISS had advised him he had become President of the
Carnegie Foundation for International Peace.

His next contact with ALGER was at the Mundt-Nixon disclosures made at
the hearings of the House -Cosmittee on Un-American Activities. These disclosures,
he. readily admitted came as a great shock to him, and .R. STETTINIUS indicated
from his. c9mments that he did not believe the charges and had taken the trouble
to call HISS on the telephone and tell him despite what had happened "I still
love you."

His next contact took place about-two months ago when he had asked-ALGER
over to the Savoy Plaza to review a manuscript of a book which STETTINIUS is
writing concerning the truth about Yalta, which he believes he will call
"Roosevelt And The Russians". HISS had read the manuscript and had passed var-
ious constructive criticisms upon it and had told ?IR. STETTINIUS that he was g3
he was writing it.

MR, STETTINIUS named Dr. LTE JOHNSON, a professor of history at t
University of Chicago, as his collaborator on the book. - It was learned late
from MR. STETTINIUS' secretary, L. F IALLACE, that Dr, JOHNSON-resides at
Kenwood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, btu was presently doing research work a
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Aldernon Library in Charlottesville, Virginia.

a.SE =S.admitted that recently, he could not recall the exact
date, WILLIA M* RY, who had been a classmate of STETTINIUS at' the'University of
Viiginia, i d him' at the Savoy Plaza relative to the HISS case. At the outset
of Z9ARBURY's visit MoR. STETTINIUS stated he -had asked MRBURY whether there was
anything 'h should know about ALGER HISS, prefacing his remarks with the comient
*that he ahd MAR BURY had been classmates together and had known. each o6ther over a
long period of time before HISS came into the picture, and he wanted a' straight
*answer. MdRBURY told him "From all -I know ahd have found out thete is nothing you
should know." 1AR. STETTINIUS immediately added however, thht bef6re the inter-
view had been concluded ,ARBURY had told him'that .he had foui documents Which he
.had found which' were in ALGER HISSt handwriting, and whibh he was going to turn-
over,'to.-the FBI right away, but .was first going to- ALGER HISSt apartment to tell
himi that he was going to do this. An inquiry of 1R. STETTINIUS as to the nature
and cohtents of the documerits was .,unavailing. STETTINIUS stated he had not seeni
the documents, nor. had .ARBURY to jd him what they were aboixt..

It was subsequntly 'learhed from YR. WALLACE -that )R, TVARBURY had called
on MR. STETT-INIUS at the Savoy Plaza Hotel at 3 p.m. on Thursday "afternoon, Nov-
ember 18, 1948 At this time HR. STETTINIUS irolunteered iitioit comment the -in-
foriati that -after MARBURY' s-'visit and about three weeks' ago, he was visited by
EASTOR LOTHWELL, Libarian at the Hoover Library' at Stanford University, Palo .Alto,
Calif rhia. ROTHWELL duriig this visit likewise .reviewed STSTTINIUS.' maiuscript
on the. Yalta story, and in 'the course of a -discussi6n concerning the HISS case, '
ROTHWELL mentioned that ALGER HISS had a life long' hobby of digesting documerits
and manus i-pts and placing them in a safe for safekeeping. ROTHWELL stated -he 'had
learned that di one time the saf& had been rifled and' some% of the 'contents. stolen.
STETTINIUS asked ROTHWELL whethei HISS had known who had done it, and ROTHIELL hado
volunteeied that HISS hdd told him he had no idea. Inquiry of R. STETTINIUS in
an-iattempt to enlarge upon this point brought no further ,clarification.

With reference to the movement of alleged Communist syinpathizers or
Commuhists into the Depaitient of State, 1,. STETTINIUS admitted that it had' caused
him considerable concern and' that he recalled he had had6a discussion on the riat=-
ter with HARRY, HOPKINS. HOPKINS had agreed not to take any more of the ieft ring

-boys into Lend Lease. He recalled thede was a considerable discussion with HARRY
HOPKINS aboit the identity of these 'boys,, some of whom viere fairly well known,.
but he dbes not recall ALGER HISS as having been among those mentioned.

S MR* STETTINIUS- was asked who was interested in 'ALGER HISS and .had. been
instrumental in advandiig him in the- Goirerhment'o It was pointed 'out -to him that.
although /LGER HISS .was considered by mostipegple to be a brilliant individual,
he 'nevertheless had had a meteoric rise in the State -Department. He took" a few -
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ihutes to think over tThe matter and stated he was unable to answer the question
Is he did not know -the identity ciany individual who had been interested in HISS;}owever, he did state that. EDW ILSON, now Ambassador to Turkey and who hadieen in charge of the planning of the DuMnbarton Oaks Conference, would undoubtedlymow iwho suggested tb him AGER HISS for-the position of Executive SeCretary., other suggestioA was LE PASVOLSKY, who is now with the Brookings Institute. He,rther.suggested HORB OTTER, who is now a. rofessor of Political Science ateme univefsity; E STO Q iLSL; and DOROT fSDICK, the daughter -of Di. FOSDICK,zumer. rector of r verside Church, New York City; He believed that these individ-ais, who had w6rkd closely with. HISS, vould probably know the machinations be--,nd his movements and promotions.

b YR. STETTINP'US' pointed out that there had never been any pressure broughtio bear on- h i o n Fgvipecial consideration to ALGER HISS, and, as-he had prev-S 6usiy ,ted, he had' -ever selected HISS for any position.. He suggested that G.
H YJW nd6 tedly would be able to shed some light on HISS' activitie, as, was the nomial head of the 'security in the State Departmefnt and should have had

.~ile 6oi HISS, which, he added, might contain- a,c6py of the Berle .Report,

S1R., STETTINIUS:when questioned stated that he-had at no time, .either
:bile in the' Department. of State or subsequent thereto, either officially or 'p'e-

. nally'. been notified;"that ALGER HISS was a Communist, sympathetic toward Commun-
9m,. a miembef of the C6mmunist underground-in Yfashington:'DrC., or was .engaged '.i

j pi6nage activities. He also stated that .it had never come to his attention o-
ciall:y or no-fficially- that .LGER HISS'-had. removed' files from the -Stat Depart-
t for the :urpose of turning them over to any unauthorized' individual.

* . He stated that he, .until the recent disciosu:re,. considered AIGER'a
pyai,. patriotic, ,capable, and willing employee. It "should- be pointed out. hbre,

S' v qwever that apparently the inteiview detracted somewhat from STETTINIUS! prior'
thusiasm and faith- in ALGER HISS, as he 'repeatedly questioned Agents to deter-

~i inei i'vestigation had verified CHAM'BERt statements and also to determine
* ether ALGER HISS is gulty.. He meiitined to. Agents h6 could not understand if.here was any' truth to the disloyalty of the HISS .brothers, why TOM CLARK had not

frned key Governf'ent officials and also t.A QHESO, so the' latter, would' not
.ave given suCh oan unqualified endorsement of ONALDIS nd c.on'sequently placed
imself so far outon the limb..

* At 'this point and as a result of his apparent changed view6int on thentire matter'"since the interView began, he carefilly and painstakingly rebon-
tructed ohce agai --his as:ociation with AIGER -HISS- and highlighted his previous.tatements.. He reiterated his-previous -recommendations that the officials whom

Se had mentioned who.:were- close -to AIGER HISS should be inteivewed. .
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fR. STETTINIUS informed Agents that he was goihg to Florida for three or
four weeks in order to have some peace and quiet to finish his book. He offered
his services to Agents upon his return if he could be. of any' further assistance,

'On January 17, 1949,. ROBER NCH, the Executive Assistant to YR. EDWARD
R. STETTINIUS, Jr, was interviewed at his office at 521 Fifth Avemne, by SA John
F. Sullivan.. YR. LYNCH reiated- that he could not definitely state who had been
.responsible for ALGER HISS' appointments, but was in a pbsition to 'suggest.indi-
yi.duals who would probably be more able tq nswer that question. He named in the
ordei, of probabi~ity LEO PASVOLSKY; ISAIA)WOAN, now with.-Johns Hopkins Univer-
.si y,4 HA DEj .YNOR, now connected with the Uited Natiois 'in New York City;
JACKAOSS, who was vitally connected with the organization of the San Francisco
Conrerence and had been the Directing Officeir of Administration. and who he stated
was now Special Assistant t6 the United States Delegation to the United' Nations
in New York; and EASTON ROTHWELL, novi'with the -Hoover Lib'rary at Stanford' Univer-
sity, who had been LEO PASVOLSKYt s right 'hand man,

lT thinking the .matter ovrer, !'R. LYNCH stated' that ROSS roomed with
ALGER HISS' at Sai Francisco ahd was quite close to him; that he was a reliable
individual and probably would be a good man to contact' on the matter. He also
suggested that DR. FREEKIWN ,ITHEWS,' piesently Ambassador -to Sweden and who had
been a key man in the State Department on all interntional ccnfer.eices, should
be 'coitacted as he wf6uld know who had picked. HISS o 'had suggested his inami.

15R. LYNCH advised Agent that ?ISS"IA RrcDlONNELL, who had been -his sec-.
retary for 'the past eight' years' and who had accompanie'd him and )R. STETTINIUS to
various' State 'Department and .international conferences, was presen.t in the- office
and might be able to shed light on the pioblemi as she saw most of the executive
papers while working for them. !ISS' cDONNELL -was interviewed, but she was un-
able to' supply any information of. value,

i . '
Neither MISS cDONNELL nor ?R. "LYNCH-when-questioned stated that they-

had ever suspected ALGER HISS df being'a Communist or engaged in Communist or. es-
plonage activities. R. 'LYNCH imiediately, added that he :had' worked n the',State
Department ind 'wished to. point out that 'it was his- experience" .that thero .had been
no..securityiwith respect to the .handling of files -and it Would have been- a' simple
matter for anyone to take a file br to borrow it from an official's desk',when
that party was tempbrar-ly" absent.
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