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One last fling at establishing Hiss’s innocence came in 1992,
lected Moscow archives were unlocked and opened to resear,
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Volkogonov, chairman of the Russian government’s mllitary intel]
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onerating him on the basis of available files, none of which indicat; d
Hiss had ever spied for Soviet intelligence. Within weeks. howevyer
Volkogonov sheepishly admitted his search had been cursory and m‘m\:
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But documentation on Hiss did turn up in a Communist archive. [y
1993 Maria Schmidt, a Hungarian historian working in the files of the
Interior Ministry, in Budapest, came upon the dossier of Noel Field.
who had been imprisoned in Budapest in 1949 after his defection behind
the Iron Curtain. Released in 1954, Field was debriefed by Communist
police, to whom he gave a detailed accounting of his secret work in the
United States and of his close friendship with Alger Hiss, a fellow agent.
According to Field, Hiss had tried to recruit him into the underground
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