Alger Hiss, Divisive Icon of Cold War, Dies at 92

By JANNY SCOTT g

Alger Hiss, the erudite diplomat
and Harvard-trained government
lawyer who was convicted of perjury
in an espionage case that became
one of the great riddles of the Cold
War, died yesterday at Lenox Hill
Hospital in New York City. He was 92
and lived in Manhattan.

In a case that catapulted Richard
M. Nixon to national attention and
helped lay the groundwork for Mc-
Carthyism, Mr. Hiss was accused in
1948 of having been a Communist spy
while working in the State Depart-
ment in the 1930’s.

By the time the charge surfaced in
the late 1940's, Mr. Hiss had accom-
panied President Franklin D. Roose-
velt to the Yalta Conference, played
an important role in the founding of
the United Nations and left the Gov-
ernment to become president of the
Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace.

He denied the accusations in a
sensational series of Congressional

" hedrings and two trials that mesmer-

ized the public, pitting the slender,
self-possessed patrician against his
portly, rumpled nccuser, Whittaker
Chambers, a Time magazine editor
and onetime Soviet agent.

The evidence was strange and dra-
matic: microfilm in a hollowed-out
pumpkin, the telltale tracks of an old
Woodstock typewriter, a birdwatch-
er’'s excited recollection of a rare
sighting of a prothonotary warbler.

Mr. Hiss was convicted of perjury
in 1950 and served 44'months in pris-
on. He spent the rest of his life trying
to clear his name, his reputation
seeming to wax and wane with each
new turn in the fortunes of Mr. Nix-
on. The case, meanwhile, became a
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Alger Hiss denied spy
accusations in appear-
ances before the
House Un-American
Activities Committee
(right, in 1948), in two
trials that mesmerized
the public, and for the
rest of his life.
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Alger Hiss, Wh

Centimwed From Poge |

"source of obsessive fascination, a tasgle of

CONSPIracy INEOMes and lngering dowliss
thit inspired the kind of iaterest later seen
among Kennedy assassination dutfs and fol-
fowers of the O, J. Simpsoa surder case
It was & kind of morality play that sev-
ered soclety along ideological and emotioaal

1n :
Yo many, Mr. Hiss was a traltor whose

case proved beyond doudt the existence of
Communist penetration of the Government

“AS the colamnist George Will put &, Mr

Hiss's clalm 0 Ssnocence bad become “one
of the long-runsing les of modern Amarices

nttory.”
Others had come 10 suspect that Mr, Hiss

.grounds that the times had changed.
taken to Belp the Soviet Union
rise of Hitler ia the 1930's might
condoned at that time, But looked
rent In the late 1940°s after the
takeover of Eastern Eurcpe, the start
Celd War and widesproad disclosure

others,
was what
ssther of one of the dozens of Books
called "an American sainst™': &
Dealer and rising star in the
estaddishment whote career
was reioed when he was framed, In part o
Tedit
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example, he had told the commitios ia prk
vate how Mr. Hiss and bis wife, Pracilla,
wrere birdwatchers and Bad cace excitedly
recounted how they had spotied a race pro-

thonotary werbder

A member of the ¢ Ittee who Mayed
ar Increasingly prominest role ia the Rear-
Ings was Mr, Nixos, & first-term Repeblican
Congressman from Cabformda, whe sald
yoars later that, without the Hiss cise, he
wwuld never have become Vice President,
ard thes a Presidential candidate in 1560

A the Washiagton hearing. Mr. Hiws chal-
letged Mr. Chambers to make s charges
otside of the hearisg reom, withow Con-
gressional imesnity. S0 when he was asked
stout his charges ¢a the radio prgras
“Meet the Press” Mr. Chambers an-
swered: “Alper Hiss was a Communst and
may be sow."

The Slander Suit:
Accusations of Espionage

Mz, Hiss soed him for slander, In a deposi-
tha in the case, Mr. Chambers Brosdened
his allegations.

He acoused Mr. Hiss of esplonage: steal
ng State Department documents and pass-
g them to him for transmission ts Mos-
cow. He produced handwritien notes in Mr
Hiss's writieg and dozens of o State
Department dispatches from § ard 1538
Sat he sald Mrs. Hiss had retyped

£ an epiocde that came 16 define e Facs,
Mr. Chambers then lod Federal agrats (0
s Maryland farm and 10 the socalled
pumpkin papers: two strips of developed
fiin and three rolls of uadeveloped fim
containing State and Navy Department doc-

fred government docurments, accounts of the
costents of Soviet archives. Each time, one

long-sought smoking gun

Tomy Hiss, Mr. Hiss's son, until recently &
staff writer for The New Yoriker, described
his tamily's experience as “like living inside
a falry tale, with a curse that couldn’t be
Hfted * As My Chambers Mmnlf ance pul
i, e case Became “a permanest war."

“The Kiss case reveals in stark torms the
naticnal mood at the tiee it occurred,™ sakd

Born In Baltimare on Nov. 11, 1904, Alger
Hiss was the prodect of a certaln saeaxy
peatility, the fourth of five children of an

ve in a wholesale dry-goods compa-

ny who committed sulchde when Alger was 2

o, leaving his children o be ralsed
thelr mother and an unmarried aus

Associate Justice Oltver Wendell Holmes of
the Sepreme Court upon graduating in 1929,

1n 1933, at Mr. Frankfurtes"s urging, Mr.
Presidest Roosevell’s New Deal

Department,

He moved 1o the State Depariment In
1936, became director of the Office of Spe-
clal sorvad

Comenittee and testified that he had worked
during the 1300°s as & courter for an ciite

the under-
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Mr. Miss, sussmened before a grand jury,
dended that he Bad given documents to Mr
Cambers o had seen Mm after Juaswary
197, Because the statute of Mmitatons on
epicnage had expired, the grand jary In-
dizted hims on two counts of perjary, accus-
ing Mm of lylng about his dealings with Mr.
CQambers.

A first trisl, in 1949, ended in & husg pary,
i 0 10 4 for convietlen. Bt #a A iecond
tral, which began in November 194, Hede
Massing, who had beea prevented from tes-
titying the first tizoe, testified that she had
boen a Soviet agent and had known Mr. Hiss
tobe a Communist In 1635, On Jan. 2/, 1930,
B¢ was convicted. Four days later, be was
smtenced to live years ia prison

Waen Secretary of State Dean Achescn
4 ia & news conference that day hat be
& pot Intend to tarn his back on Alger Hiss,
2 littloknown Repubiican Senator ramed
Jeseph R, McCarthy selzed on the conment
tobegin charging that the State Depateent
wis “thoroughly Infested” with Cemmau-
als.

“Alger Hisy's conviction gave McCarthy
wd Ms supporters he essential toech of
Ccredbility, making their charges of Com-
munist invelvement against other oficials
Madine copy Instead of back-page Niler,"™
Alen Wainsteln, a historian, wrote in his
108 book, "Perjury: The Hiss-Chambers
Casn.""

Mr. Hiss's court appeals falled aad 3o was
sent 10 the Foderal penitentiary in Lewis
berg. Pa. He became a model prisoner. With
ctaracterntic wry stolcism, Mr. Miss Jater
Otscribed his prison years 10 his 30¢ as “a
£00d corrective to three years at Hasvard ™

He emerged 1 late 1954, jobless and dis-
barred, with Congress about 10 demy Mm his
prsion. 1his marriage foundored. Me snd Me
wie separated in 1859, He evensually found
wirk, selling stationery and printisg serv-
23 1o businesses.

“‘He sald he wasa't a great salesman, but
he coudd pet in any deor,” Tony Hiss re-
cilled in a recent interview. ' Becaus: when
the Boss heard that Alger Hiss was in the
oy, he wanted 10 see what be locked ke ™

Bt the scrutiny faded as time passed By
e time the New School for Social Research
I New York City hired Mr. Hiss w1967 o do
a series of jectures on the New Deal, the
shoal recetved only coe outraged leter and
o telephone call Five hundred pecple
turmed out for the Nirst lecture

tn 1972, he onjoyod a rere vietery ia the
cwurts. A Federal court overturned the so-
called Hiss Act, the law that Congress had
pessed to bar him from collecting a pansion.

All aleag, he had been trylng to clear s
pame. While still in prisca, he had filed a
motion for & new trial, argulag that the
tpewriter used as evidence agaiit Bm
Bad bees lampered with, equipped with a
new typeface and planted. The court,uncon-
vinced, had denled the motica.

In 1957, Mr. Hiss published a book, 'in e
Court of Pebiic Opinion,” arguing ks Case
oste agaln, and accusing Mr, Nixen and
oher Republicans of having attacked him 1o
Mfloence elections and discredit e Yakta
agroamant and the Mew Deal

Mr, Hiss cooperated with many of e
aathors of the sumerces Books wrtlen on
the case, Incheding Mr, Weinsteln, who, with
the American Civil Liberties Unioa, filed
=it under the Freedom of Informaton Act
% ot access 20 F.B.L and Justice Pepart.
ment records of the Hiss case

When the Govermment finally bagan re-
Jeas thve papers, Mr. Hiss used tem &S

for coe more petition to the court,
chiming prosecutorial misconduct. Bt
Jedge Ricdard Owen ruled In Juby 1962:
“I'he trial was a fair one by any stindard,
2ad | am presemted with nothiag reqeiring a
hearicg on any issue. The jury verdict ren-
Sired In 1950 was amply supgnetad hy the
the most damaging aspects of

which were admntted by Mr. Hiss™

Mr. Hiss appealed, to the
Second Circuit Court of Appeals nd the
United States Supreme Court O Oct 1],
10, the Supreme Court declined to hear the
Case, soerning 1o put an end 10 Mr. Hiss's
lest hope of vindication in the courts

Meanwhile, Mz, Welnstets, who had searn.
of out believiag Mr. Hiss might havwe been
irsocent, ended up conciuding in his book
that Mr. Hiss had led. Several cariie’ books
had sided with Mr, Miss, But Mr. Welsstein's
was taken by masy Critics 10 be e most
GifinRtive account

Ia the book, Mr. Weinsteln tried to ad-
dess each of the theories that had been
fhated about the case, from a hal-dozen
poaaidtle conspiracies 10 the suspichkn that

Nr. Welnsteln sald was held for & Lese by

Charies WElasa Marry L Tramas Lavwy

Alger Hiss, a chief organizer of the founding conference of the United Natons, greets
Harry S. Trusan in April 1945 after the President spoketo delegates in San Francisco.

In an episode that came to de-
fime the Alger Hiss case, Whit-
taker Chambers, at right i
1948, gave Foderal agests the
so-called pumpkin papers: two
strips of developed filmand
three rolis of undeveloped film
containing State and Nivy De-
partment docurments, coe-
cealed in a hollowed-out pump-
kin. Representative Richard M.
Nixon, a member of the House
Un-American Activities Com-
mittee, examined the fikn with
the comenities's chiel irvest.
gator, Robert Stripling above.

Assownd Frvw. 120

Alger Hiss Jeft the Federal courthouse with his wife, Priscila, on June 23, 1949,

R e
Handcoudled, he was led to the detention center on Wert Street on March 22, 1951,

some of Mr. Miss's own . that Mr.
Hiss was covering for his wife

ose Spy Case Became a Symbol of the Cold War, Is Dead at 92

reputatien of Mr. Chambers, whom Mr.
Hisa's rs had tried to discredht during
the trial by calliag as a vitness
paychistrist who had concluded
Chambers' writiags and testimony that
suffered from a condition descrided
- e -
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a8 loog a3 you live, the shadow of the
Case will bresh you. In eve
that rests on you, you will see pass, |
cloud passing bedind a woods In winter,
memory of your father - dissenbled
friendly eyes, lurking in usfrienily eyes
Socoatimnes you will wender which is harder
to bear: friendly forgivensss or Dethright
hate. In time, , when the sam of
your experience of life gives you suthority.
you willl ask yourselves the questien: What
was my father?"

Mr. Chambors dicd of a hoart Miash In
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1584 In 1985, he Reagan Admiistration
declared the farm that had yidded the
Bsteric

pumpkin papers a naticaal land-
mark

The Nixon Connection:
Search for Smoking Gun

proved
ansual Halloween dianer of & group called
the Pam Papers Irregulars, made up
mostly of neoccaservative followers of the
case, and deltvered a talk that he later
pubiiabed, catitied “Lesscas of De Alger
Niss Case ™

When Mr. Nixon died In April 1994, Mr,
Hiss released a statement that was striking
In its brevity and apparent restraint: “Ne
left many deeds uncorrected and inatoned
for,” Mr. Hiss sadd, adding tha be feit
sympathy for Mr, Nixea's family,

Attentson turned Lo the Case Once more In
e carty 1990's afier the fall of Comme-
nism. Gen. Damitrd W\ ., & Rossian
historian = charge of K.G.B. and milary-
Intellipence archives, asacunced In 1992
that Be had searched files and had found po
ovidence that Mr. Hiss had been a Comme-
nist spy.

“You can wl Mrmll\:« Hiss that the
heavy w can be from his beart,"”

'mamv saMd, responding to a

request for Iinformation from Mr, Hiss and
his supporters, who say a hali-docen other
Russian archivists have told them they, 100,
found no evidence that Mr. Hiss was a spy.

Questioned
s Teatiotie, £1ves the velammmouiness aad
was realistic, given the and
complexity of the Soviet archives, he con-

ceded that he could 2ot rale cut the possibill-
ty that some records had bees overicoked or

even destroved.
In 1963, Maria Schmidt, a Hungarian his-
wortan dolng research oa the Margarian
secret police, sadd e had discovered a
stack of documents amoag the sestricted
files of the Interior Ministry In Jodapest
that seemed 10 implicate Mr. Miss &3 &

statements by
Noel H. Fald, who had worked with Mr. Hiss

at the State in the 1500's whide
for the Unson. Mr. Reld, who
later > Husgary and was |

had 1ol the secret police that Mr, Hiss had
tried wo recrult him as & spy.
Mr. Hiss's detractors pronousced the

there mainly 10 see the subway system

By the time he ded, Mr. Hiss had outlived
ot of the in the case. His lirst wife
had dled & | In additicn 10 helr son,

case Bapired a documentary film a televi-
0N MISA-SCTIes ASG M MOASE ONC play. A
novel based oa the case was published

’)‘l‘mmaot ‘:‘ywh:nwmr
ve r thase years
had be not mua‘m




