Chapter X

CHAMBERS' REIGN AT TIME

*To some of his colleagues,
hig fear of communiem seemed
a morbdd preoccupation, a
kind of King Chaglest head.%

Time, December 20, 1948
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lhitt.aksr Ghambers went to -ork for Time magazine in the spring of \/
1939, in fear of his life but confident, doubt.lesa, that Com:unis‘h assassing T s

would never find him in so #eoluded A nook as Rockefeller Plaza., He must have

been confident m, 4f | he had read the megazine, that its publisher, Henry R.

Luce, was unaonﬁninatod by Cmu:ﬁsu and ukal.y to be friendly to & refuéu

from 1te evils, ﬂn_e__g staff had long included & nuclaus of ox-Comumniats,

:rhoae value, apart from thelr sometineﬁ conslderable abilitles, was the mesl

of thelr ex-ness and the breadth nf thair information about Communisa, Luce,

& powsr in ‘the Republican Party, 45 astute in recognizing the value of the cone

‘Vértﬁd ideclogue who can state the case for 'the.RJ.ght ag passlonately as once g
he stated it for the Left, The Time ex-cmmuniﬁta have alwsys been facile iix
accomodating their own views to thosa of their publ:lshard EJLW . ic - \/

’ LJ-L 5i I',u-. ‘g{wi tf:t.i {Lu-u'f’

It was through one of these, Robert Can ell, that Chembers was

bhired as a book rev:lewer at f1fty dollars z weeks OCantwell, an able writer

who had written proletarian novels in the ‘thirtias, had been a closze friend of C“"»—LJ’}W(;

Barlier, he had supplied Chambers with
oﬁa of his many slisses (Lleyd ﬁantwell) antl wag used by him as a reference | ?
uhen he applied for a government position in 1937, |
| Charbers wag an unprepossessing figura agong the mtty gtaffers at
M. He 18 Temembered from his first appearance bw ons of them a5 a faf 11ttle
man in & dirty shert, his stomach sagging over his belt, and with a green moulde ' 5
od wire peg -éutting from a broken front tooths | | -
- In three years, Chembers moved from book reviewing to _adi_ﬁor,- in

charge of various hnck-of—ths-ﬁopk deparfments, including Books, Réiigion and -
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Ginema. Following a braakdom, apparently serious, he wag given a seven~month ' ﬁj’
leave of absence; he ratumad as one of the magzzine's first genior _editors.
In 1944 he was pﬁt in charge of Foreign News. Following another break- ) qﬁg
Qbm, he returned to back~of-the-book edi‘bing-and_ speclel writing projects. In
‘hds last years st Time, he wrote major cover stories ._and_ 'Lj._i;glg ten~part "History ﬁ
of Western Culture.® Well before he resignad, he was -e’ua.rnir_lg $30,000 a year as : %
one of Luce's leading thinkers. _
When Chambers cime to Time, his chief stock in trade was his knowledge
of leftewing groups. Hitherto, the magazine had divide& the worid into radieals
" who were bad and conae;'vatives who were good. *In our.-m.livete in the early days
of Time®, Luce explained, "we had a depertment for radicels and sqcialiafé in
whiqh we put stories_ about Debs and others ﬁ_ho serlously guestioned our scciety _-
— they were in a spectal category." Chambers tanght ©i. assocates to dlstine
guish MW‘% dicals, bet.wéen thsw and
L R vestoneitss and varieties of Socialists who S sometimes T
m suppor Luce policy. Researchers consulted him when an article
waB in preparation, and one researcher!s mamofand:hn iﬁ 131 reeds ._"i.’ila _carihot
prove yet (Chambers' is calling a co\_lple. of sourées) that eceesesce is.a PW - g
member, but he waz in end ocut of the Party office in the days when Chambers wag n
active,..N111 add anything Chambers is able to get on -.'.u-.-...._. from Ludwig Lore, )
Engene Lyons, e'bc.., tomorrow.,® The late Ludvdg Lore was an enti-Communist writer,
aﬁdﬂugana Lyons is & ranking professional anti-communist, B X
‘One of Chmbérs's fellow writers at Time, John Chamb'erlairi, wrote & .. i
| Teminigcence of his days on the magazine in tlie Bew Leader of Uctober 15, 19).9 B

in which he said of Chamberss ®"The new addi{tion to the staff 91‘_2159 aoon put

~us right, He had an uncanny insight into Communist and fellowetraveler manipu~
lations." | | -
| "It was 1like having e full-tine sember of t.he FBI on the starf,

_ mothar writ.er mnted.
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. In Witnegs, Chambers tells of his difficulty_ in mastering Iime style, .

which he reverently defined as "something extra that Time requifea.' It requires =

_only gsuch indignities sgainst language &as a writer can devigse, and Chambers made

his contribution with such phrases as “intelligentsiac lefties®, *red rash® s stce

Time reviewed only two or three books a week out of the dozens published

\/

and Chambers saw to it that the proper books were chosen. He delighted in firste

person accounts of remnciations of Communism, like/Jan Valtin,

, and played them up ®IMGst to the exclusion of

Granville Hicks and Louls Fisch
apjr othér books., The Works of liberals or persons Chambers regarded es fellow=
travelers were rarely mevtionsd. Anti-Communist periodieals like the Kew Leader
and w were acclaimed, and so tai'a_ pubiiahers who spocialised in
%Red expoass.." Chambersts favorite _publiahihg firm was Alliance Book;.ac_orpuramn,
a small mpaﬁy whose books were largely of the expose sort. in 1939, it had.

five "sariaus" books on its list, three of thm snti-Soviet; these three were

reviewed at length hy Time. A fomar reaearcher in the Books department recalleds

®*Books were chossn for revie%holly aecording to the arb.t'hrary and

and asotaric Ih‘.l.ﬂ of ¥hittaker Chambers. There was, of caurse, & Books conferanca |

attended by writers and -t:he researcher, but t.he final result wae umally exactly
vha'b ¥hit uantcd or thought his bosses wan‘bed. I often used to wonder what the
effect was on the reader who was in-barestad in kaaping vp with the latest books,
' because it certainly wes no guide for hi.m

| | Chembers knew enough Marxism to give a t.one of authority to his snti-
| Cmist reviews and articles, and no one wap at pains to guestion the accuracy
of his quotations and paraphrases of Marx and Lenin,. But book reviewing was too
linited a field for Chambers, the crusader. #hen he ronounced Communipgm, 1t was

no pasaiw repudiation. He did not considar himself : . & con'servat.in. tut a8 =

 orusader for the ¥Christian Democratic counter-revolution. “Gounterremlu'b:!.on,

and oonserutim," he mt&in Mgg, *have 1ittle in common, In the Btr'uggl‘
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against Commiaa the conservative is a.ll but helplass. For that étru'ggll cannét | }
bs fought, n‘uch less won, except in - - terms of total #acrii‘ice.“ | L | 11

~ When the foreign news editorship became his towards the end of the war
in 1944, Chambers's own "counterrevolution® was Raunched in the slanted reporting
of fareiyt news in Time, 4is the Hui tide receded in Europe, new popular govem
rents were forming which rejactod the lc:!.m%s and prime ministers who had made dealﬂ

with Hitler,
Phen the unmistakable soclallst orlentation of the now governments

i

becane known, accusations from Western sources charged that the Soﬁat Onion wss
attempting to create & "cordon saniMm" in reverse after World War II, In the
immediate postewar period, Russia's desi.re i‘or ultra-friendly (1.3. socialist and
anti-ucapits.list) neighters did not seem as umasonable as 1t doez at the present
me, after years of cold war tensionm _ _
Time readers, 1ika most Americans had high hupes for post-war inter—

national co-operation, and Time correspendentis :'m every part of the globe apt.imis—-

.tically reported aa. the political asplratd.ons of the newly lihera*bsd peoples,

| From the ment vhen victory for the Allied cause a.ppearac! car‘bd.n,
M‘a foreign news department, under Chambers, was directed to diacredit.ing the
attempts at popular goverments abroad, and especially to attacks on the wartime
_ nlliance wi'hh the USER as one &nevitably impermanent, and probahly not mcasury '

<<

“4in the first place. In retrospect, it aeemed as if the mga.zina ha.d been already
cmit‘t.od to the policy later fomlated by Chambers 1n ggt
#The Soviet Unicn wag not a !great ally' - it was a nalculating o \/
ene«ny making use of Korld War IXI to prepare for lior].d Far III " v
| It 18 now clear that Whittaker Chambers and Time nag&zi.ns ‘were g!.rding
for World War 11, but in 1944, the USSR's condition was _aueh thet she coul_d not
prepare for other than raconatruction.- It 'a.hould be meubor.od, and rarely 1: in

our press, that this nation hAd, since 1941, held out aga.inat 257 German divisiona, K\/
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More thqn 200 of these divisionz were prize troops, Buperhly'equipped-and Wwrained. \//
#ith seven million of her soldiers znd civilians dead,'anbther rineteen million ‘i'; |
maimed, her eight western Soviete (the most populous and fertile area extending

to the Caucasisy mountains) plundered end devestatad, much of her industry in

ruins, twenty-five million homeless, the USSR, according to Time's Forelgn Bditor \/V,

way busily preparing for snother World Nar,

_ The best of Time's forelgn sieff had been abro&d in «#4r greas as
correspéndents, and Chambers had advanced in-their abéqnné, though some of them
were his zenior in service o the magazine, and ail ol thea were his-supiriors.
ag jJjournalists. They ﬁeré congcientious reporters, of vﬁrying'poligical views

or none at 311, flling cabloe orn what they saw ir the warious posts. Chambers

< <=

suppressad their stories altogethar, or distorted them beyond =1l recognition.

_ At that t&me, the normel schedule of th Toreign nswe dapértment.
" called for a Sunday deadline, with Mondoy given over to checking and editing.
'gggg hed a large staff.of researchers who were obllged lo check every ?nrﬂ-of coﬁy,
and were responsible for its accuracy, If & fasggrchar bslleved that the oopy
went boyond the facts, or misrepresente& them, she (and it was'usﬁaily & she)
informed thé qritar;'-if the writer,}in the.face of thié challenge, wanted his
copy to go through anywayy he bad to initial $t. |

i As senior editor, Ghamhers changed the schadulw, dnd demanded.

finished copy hy Friday, so thet he would have the balance of the work week to
_ rewrita-evurything:infthe department, _S#turdayﬁ ené Sundays he spent locked in
his dffieég he often worked forfymeight hours &t & siretch, with intervals out
ror-hlédk coffee npd_éatnapa on his couch. - ﬁé'ran the departwent autooraticelly,
and his copy was sdorananct; When researchers pcihtad out that o0 much of it was
editorial &saertioﬁ and therefore uﬁchackable, he brusguely offefed to initlal it.

thn other writers complzined that they had nothing to do, since
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would trust them with nothing, and when c.orraspondants complained st the treatment
given their cables, Chambera hinted ’oo the managing editor that they were follow- .
ers of the Party line, The edi‘bors, who seldom read the cﬂ‘bies, were ﬁp'resaed by )
the assurance with which foreign news was written and by its florid style.
Defending Chambers on one occeasion, Joim Shaw Billings, whose name is
bracketed with Luce as & top editor, sxplaineds | | |
"’Nhit. puts on the bes’ show in words of any which welve ever had.*
A month safter the invesion of Normedy and three .mﬁths before the'.ﬁ'mgd _ '.
Jiberation of Mh,mn.,' & Time earraspondﬁnt interviewed two members of the Greek ‘ | o
'reaistance' movement in the city of Ismir on the Turkish coast. His tén-pago cable
. wagy he repor'tad, ¥the firat time the suthentic uncensored voice of inside Greece
resistance ha.d spoknm to the world. His st.cry told of the fight of the Graek pacple
#*not only to drive out the .i.nvadar from the_ir country ot to rebafld that countyry
Detter than 1t was before.* | o |
| | ‘The Natlonal Liberation Front (EAM) had set up a provisional govam-
ment, the PEEA, and had held alectio‘ns for & national a_.ssembly. *Under the nnaaal :
of the Germans, the Greeks voted secreﬂy—-émﬁme.a et church services, sometimea_”
‘4n fac‘bo_riek, offices ah_d Universitles.. .The' anmunﬁement of the craat.ibn of 'I:hn
f PEE& struck fire throughout Greecs". Some of Greece's mat distinguiahed ﬁ.guroa '
' tent to the mountein capital of the provisional governmmt. ".&l_e;aandn- 8volos,
proi_‘aasor at Athens University, abl_e, _belovod, 1iberal politico, forced i:lltb' Tre~
tirement by Metexas,” became the president. PEEA's proclamation pf aims, "publi-
cised for the first time," includbd: the retuilding of the country ®on the prin. |
ciples of :self-deteminatian of the people, of the Atlantic (haiter and of the
| Teheran Conference,* and gumn‘bud-'peraqﬁal libértien, perzonai properfy,
freedom of religion.” The oable concludeds *The world shculd hear the volce ef
" EAM from Maida._creace. VWhether it is truly or will remain the voice of the

Greek people dej:enda on the future and on the extent to which the world hearkens

to 4ts maaaée."

;production



X -
)’.

. The world had ne chance to hearken to the meésage through the pagea
of Time. Ti:_d.s was a journslistic scoop, which mpét publications would have played
4n headliness tut not a word of it appesared in print. For three months, Foreign T
_ ' ' ' Z
Fews carried only two short items on Greece which called the EAR *Dichard 1aft,3_¢-t,g,!'/
After the Mtiah reached Athens, Time tedd of ‘the "Desperate political s&mamq.;.
8ide by side with the German terror flourished a Greek terror «..* The resistance
movement was Malmost entirely in the hands of the Greek Gommunists.".
In the spring of 1944, & British plane landed Iime's correspondent,
S'{:nyan Pribichevioh, behind_ Germsn lines in Yugoslavia, le was the only American
newgpaperman in the Balkans, representing the entire ime ican prees as well ag
the Luce publications, He was ca@ptured’ by Baszl paratroopers, narrowly sscaped
execution by a firing squad, and finally entered Belgrade with the army of. l:!.borm-.
tion., A ;& sdvertissment boasteds "He is one Mg reason why Iime has =0 often
" been First...first to focus your attention on the rise of Miheilovich, then first
to call the turn on the clash botween Mihailovich and Tito,®
By the fall of 194, none of Pribichevich!s dispatches were getting
into print. When he calleds / ' '.
 MEvidemco collected from Allied officers in this sres, from
German and Chemﬁ}t prisoners, from seized documents and cor-
respondence, from testimony of tht local population shows that
- General Mihatlovich's troops today openly cooperate with the
oecupation troops in the fight against Marshall Titots Nationsl
Liberation Army...a number of villagers testified t¥at Kalataichls
. Chetnicks...killed four women and two men and horsewhipped -
© poober of women for dealings with Serbian partisansees® -

Time printed:

' T4 to accused Mihailovish of collaboration with the Germans.

What has caused the rifil...Had Moscow decided 1o crowd out

‘the Communists' only important competiter for the control of -
the Yugoslsv resistance? Whatever the cause, though Chetnicks .
ané Partisans both contimued to fight the Germans, they also
began to fight each other.®

The cables that were not "-aupfreased were 80 édit,éd by Chambers as to .
reveru their mesning. Correspondent Percy Eneuth filéd, in October, 1944, the
| . | Original in |
Hlarvard Law Library
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first eye~witness ar;zcount' of the Red Army -o.ct.mpation.. of Rumania., This di'spatoh_
was prifxtad at length, with a by-iin_e, but the editing had made it .a Whittaker
Chambers special. Xnsuth had described the good and the bad of .‘-t.he occupatién,
and of tha'eéononic and socisl -ayﬁtem of Rumsnia, He wroto; "Their country 1is
ons of Eurbpa'.a richest, but their social system is almost feudal,..Peasants...on
big estates of _ft.he rich, -am:\.ng Just about what they need to keep in living and
propagating...¥hen the Americans arrived in Bucharest they were stormed by the
righ with pleas tn -accept automobiles complete with cheuffeurs, rsdios, apartments, |
Eountry villass.eoJust so they would héma_ i protection of the Am'ariéén flag ageinst
requisitioning by Russian and Iﬁmanian armies.* _ |
| _ Not a ;mrd of ._tbis appeared in the mugasine. “The story appeared under -
the headline, "Fear in Rm&nﬂ.sjﬂ_’ﬁnﬂ it Idepic'ted a terrorized country at the mercy
of Red Army looting and reguisliioning. The Time version endeds "...they believe '
that there are ﬁmdamaﬁ‘tal differences bet.wsen the war aims of the Allies and the
Russians..s‘ Kote 'bhe 1‘bali.cs 111 the ending of Knauth's cah’le as it was fileds
"L;Muw, ‘they belleve thd.t there are mndamenul _
-differences between the war aims of the All:l.es and the Ruasiana.uThat is the
gtrongest herd which 8 lef be} n -
_ The story, as oditded by Chambers, was printed ty Dr. Josef Gobbels
in Das Relch, erediting it to Time, “a neutrsl source,® From Das Reich it was
reprinted everywhere in Nani—occupied Europe aé an example of what the :Rac_i CONe=
querors would do 1f the ¥olksdeutschen failed to resist them. |
_ | mmer correspondent, 'I‘heodore H, ¥hite, was baffled by the magasinz B8
‘suppression of his stories from China, critical of Chimng Kai-Shek and the corrup~
tion of his regine; Time described Chiang as defending "the last vestiges of
' dmcratd.c principlos in Chim.. 7 | |

In lloseow, John Hersey was 80 angry at the treatment of his copy

Lot hdn*#‘i A s -..L.,.,f..]_ti—-,..-.-._

-tha‘t. he refused % file poli'bical articles at all, and confined himolf to-
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_ accouvta. of Shostakovic"z's new aymphony and the rebuilding of stalingrud for an- .

other Luce magazine, ﬂrchj.tectuml Fon_:g

- Prom Paris, t‘ne 1ate Charles Fertenbaker protested I_.E'_ reports of
Compunist riots, substituted for his cables describingFrencets well-orgenized and
legel local governments. From London, John Osborne compleined of Chambersls
deletions fmm his cs.blos an& of his outright inventions. Chambers 1gn§red 21l
objections, and continued o edit copy supporting his thesis, stated in M of
November 27, 19443 ®From Greece to Holland there were soe:[a.l ‘and political crises
" wessh apecter is haunﬂ._ng Eﬁrope --- the spscter of ?io_rld-ﬁar III.""—li_/ k

He l_rals. often caught in his distortions by writers able to prove the
correctness of their stories. _Chaﬁbers would shrug and smile and say: "Well,
every little bi.t helps.*” Repea‘bédly he stated, "Troth doesri"_t aptter.®

| | _The correspondents finally brought their rebellion into the open,

' noézr the end of 1944, and were joined by ﬁ};fe writers and researchers in the foreign
news department. John S’ha.w. Billings, Chambersts izmedlate superior, defended hils
| . -_edi‘bor a8 "o slck man - under a great strain,” but he sgreed to he.ve g Tormal .-
“inquiry into th ir complaints. Three . bureau chiafs, Hersey, Wertanbaker and
Walter Graebner, wers asked to submit their opinions of Chambers's handling of tﬁe
.'depar’tmant'. : The chief resesrcher for the department wag appointed assistant to
: 'Billin_gs and checked a yesr of ceble s against the stories Time hed printed,  Bhe
spentlmonths preparing an exheustive summary, which bore out the truth of_fho
charges. | ' - | _ N
. Bﬁt Chambers was not_disﬁissed or demoted, though the researcher was,
'fur Bil’l:).ngs .aocnsad her bf e.saemﬁling s bia.ﬁed report. Luce created a new *Inw
termtioml’ aecﬁ.on of the magazine, and all stories sbout Russia and comnim
~ wers handled tlere. Chambers uont.im:.ed ap editor of the rest of the foreign news
undor the old department title, ' o

Ozm of the factors which restrained Luce from parting with Chambers

wae his habdt of pw‘ommg above and beyond the line of d‘uty. Af't.er the Crimean
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Conference, International thought "Yaltas Docked @ood.® Two weeks later, .For.'eign.
Kews disegreed, Chambei's had comp'osed.a' cynical fairy -téle, PThe §hosts on .
Roof,*® ;é/the ghosts being Tsur Nicholas and his family; former owners of Livadia
‘Pzlace, scene of the Big Three conlerunce.. Eavesdropping in the company of 0110,
Bupe of History, the royal family rejolced in the simflarity it found betwsen
Stalints aims and thpse of Imperial Ruaaia. The fable ended with_Clio's prophecy
of ™more wars, more revolutions, grester prescriptlons, blqbdéhad and human mlneryf
and the thought that f mankind learned nothing from History, it would have to
leart from Melpomene, Muse of Tragedy. | . _

In ¥iinese, Chambers lamentst aTq get the pieo§ into-priniw'i'had Rad
+o make s common juurnalistic comnrumise. I agreed to’lop'off-the ond which de- |
 seribed ‘the Soviet Union and the United States as two jet plaes whose political
deﬁtiny eould be fulfilled only when one destroyud the others.ss It took courage
in those days for Time to Tun a plece iike *Ghosts on the Roof!.®

| Indsed, this.saa a strictly extra-curricular assignment which met with
' considérabla iﬁter-»office opﬁosi‘hibn before publicztion. Afterwsrds, too, it
 arcused a storm of protest, despite an apologetic prefaae* Cne readar pointed
out that the tale depictad‘Americsn diplomats &8 nincumpoops always being outes
smarted by “wily foreigners." Another reader wrcte, ”Ioﬁﬁfgﬁfiy tale does the _
hope of mine and of all partisans of pesce a grievous disaervice..-.?leaae_don‘t-
louae:up°our chances for peace, 18 _ _ -

Ano*l'har wlun'boer job which was ahead of i‘l’.a time was a story Chambcrs |
urots on David.Lilianthal, aftar tha lata Sanator McKellar prnclaimad Lilienthal
a Red. McXellar!s attack came in t.he pame week in which Communist Gerhart Eisler
was making headlinoa., Chanhers‘a Teport, publiahld as 1253_3 load story,
opened: *Two man wers held up to publioc view laat 'aak as dangers to the Rnpuhlic.
: Slyly pairing Lilienthel and Eislar, the articln 11nkod 'eonfuaadﬂ and “Htali-

_tarian liherals“ and 'lsftwwing New Dealers" to "an aotive, aggreasiva, naliguant
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thing —- conspiratorial communism — which must be rooted out.® Altaough Chambers!s

repaarcher, reca 1zin;: hie vemantic reiokr, vefuzed Lo check the story, Lime editors
, , P rref——

profecsad satonishment when engry letterc poured in, A subseulent igsue cirrled an -

P
apology for the "misconsiruction.”

In uhamoars'a letter yesarc at ,J_me, ha turned to rellgion, =wkelcing

his greatest 4nfluence on bzxck-of-—the ~bank deparments . Looking beck on his

conversion, he exunlained, "The problem of soclalism is not the prohlem of economics
as 1g menerally assumed. It is the problem of raliplon, ths probles of atheigm.

Then the religious problem inirudes 14gelf on the Commi?i:t aind, one can o
2

longer be a Communist. Thet is what heppened to ne,% Az had been Lepilzed

in 1040 by Bishop Merning st the Cathedral of St. Jonm the Dpvine, He chosc the -
Episcopnlians, he seid, beceuse they were ®ihe mout mwe:r"‘" -:':nel_niaé of communisme®
Two },r.ez‘r'.s- later, he btacame o fuaker. Llthough he hao.‘-.tually wOL'E Q}fﬂ daxk sult

and Ylack tle of fhe wakers, bis languege was £5I removed [rom “pliin +olkY and
his theolngy closer to cupdamentslicm. In his new vole, he vould be nothing iess
then &n 0ld Testament srorhet, preaching hell-fits s demietics.

Chamberste vnigus trand of mystico-reiigiove Jeviletudik {¥It ic the.

dialecticel lagle of thet trindtariar onEne s whose triucity is us much a n-acesaity

"Ii.

e mt}:em. +ics 1. to the mecsurement of
metion") can be rocognized ue Time covar stsries on K&inh r.u.d M elul Ty Aruold

£

Taynbee, Marion .!ndermc 1, nleI‘+ “in'xtei*’l, end in a lengthy L.‘ue phantesy, "The

a2z

Navili% . Inm gl of thess he turnﬁd s mowle ge of Marxias dinlectlcs inside

oubt to .dn e‘lop ‘] ﬁhilo-aoahic base for consewatism, reprew.minf the thesic thnt.

God snd good axe passsiva and all chanp‘.., all progress iz initiaue by the forces

of evil. _ | o |
WPhe Devil" i,n -&nn‘ginnry Interview in = New Yorlk nigh’rc'!.ub or: Nex

Yesr!s Eve, states Chambera's idéelogy' most beldly. Speeking in an exaggerzted.

_ 1ef‘t.-win ja"don (“heaetly leckeys of celes tial icperdzliism,” "divormionib..a, ’

etc.), the Devil explainadthat he hunched "Hell'o Five Hundred Year Plan® in ths
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18tYcentury, when he {irat recd Voltaire, Diderot, Helvetius and Locke. "Faith

in the human wind had gypplanted:i falth in God," Chambers's Devii sald. "I sew

that Hell must srite Progress on itu banners and Sclence in its methods...and leave

the rest ta'raticnalism, libervlism and univarsél corpaleory pducation..s.”
"Progress has been-steady,“_the Devil boasted. *In less thun a geners-
tion, the ldexs of the Enlightenment led direcﬁly'to the French'Havoiution....LA
ﬁhain resttion was set-up sll cver tha_worl@ eees that instahilitj of all t,;ain
4ional instiftutions,which 1z part of.modlmn an!s distrées, ﬁas_begun. Tﬁe indige
triel and gelentific revolutions furthersd tha proceﬂs. usnnwhilé, another firstw_
rata 1des occurrad ta e, Shall I ever forgset the ﬁsy.when the prodigisua thought
of Bvolution pnppad irta ny head? ass ORE of mny sublimest strokes sseee In leas
than 2 century I had undone the work of more than a thougand years and knecked
the studs from under the raligiaus-oulture'of Europe., Why? _Bécause svolution
explained the wniverse without Him .... Thg.rest followed as & matter of couraa;'

the growth of facterdes to supply the huge demands for materizl goods which were

 the anly values secular man could really feel ... the inhuman in&uutrial oppression

of 3 wan, women and children whosa desperation found expression in the 1nhnman horrurs

of

‘commnniam, socialiam and anarchism....'

Iq each of his articles, Chambers attacked =cience, 'the tikand influenca
uf the iden of progress,”® gﬁ/;aason, which 'raised a tyranny of itse own,ﬂgé/
*optimistip Iiveralism®  and "the-materialiat helief that, 1n the free eompeti—
tion of science and gweat, maﬁ_and ﬁachines,_mankipd'a lot could be eteadily
improved.®  Closking his economic conkarvhti?m 1n':eligioué.garb, he werned of
"the sin of.sseking security et the exponse of other life." & ' |

Life's *Hi&tory of Western. Gulturo” was originally coneaivnd as a ataiT“

-written historicsl raport. Whan Luce read the firset articls, he announced, "This

was writtan by 8 godless mnn.‘ ”ha ‘balance of the series wee turned. over to ﬁh&m&?ﬁﬁ

who, praoticing his apooalyptic atyle. twistod history to fit his philosophy.
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In thn Middle Ages, according to Chambers, +the serf gained ®a new

securlty and the hope that by tireless. effort he might bettar hig lot." Faudal
society's 'capacity for progrea_aymards justice and froedom™ was based on ﬂits
belief thst every man = kiug, saint, robber-knight and unwashed serf —- had an
inviolable, immortal soul." In the article devoted to the “Age of 1=‘:nJ.i.ght,mmer:ﬂ:.,
royal mistresses and couriesans overshadowed Voltalre and Rouaasan. In charscier-
istin paradox, the tumiltous yesr of 1848 was “esaentially 8 revcln tion against

" the absolute rule of reason® of "the 18th century philosophers of the Enlighten—
ment."zg/ Eigh_ighting the rling groups, Chambers‘s hiatory pald scant attention
to pessants and workers who “in the courae of & savage reﬁblt committed. frightful
atrocities® or "went ‘o pleces from gin eso while their wives and children starved,
a multitude of mtches groew vicious, mrned urimina_, vrent ma.d. Deaeﬂbd.ng
the Edwardian era when “the idea of leisure as one of civilization‘r highest
boons" .emergéd, .Chambers wcndared, *shat was to be done with this leisure by
pesses of men whose human capacitias were just about egual to the simplest 'ta.sks.
| | ~So striking was Chambers's mystd.cim in a aacular joumal that it won
a.pproval from leading Catholic pari@dicals like Commonwesl and The Sim which ap-
plaudsd Time, Inc.'s "eom'arainn. 'Rot omy is Time promoting the concepta of
.Christian theology wut 4in tha 1ast few yaars, it has gone out of ita way to be -
nice 1o the Middle Ages," The gigr_t_ observed. And Gommonwenl wrote aditoriallzy_?/
. "It. comes &0 perilously cloae +o Catholicism that we are indeed left wondering.

_ Chambers's anti—rationalist a.p*groaoh was felt even in the Science 4
departmant. Science wri‘bers vigoreuely objec‘t.ed to a mtory on atomic hnmb dwo}.op—
ments which partrayed phyaicista ag mad scientists, *What is the goal of scienca?"
Ghambars asked, "To blow up the world?...the sclentlsts, vith the purest solentde
fic motives in the world, a'bil_. toy with the 1doa of a scientiﬂcally S.ndnced :
Do-onsday. They kmw the gun :!.s loaded, but thelr fingers itch to try ths ’triggog/

From his earliagt daya at I .Ghambars aought to 1nfluanca not only '
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Timg resders but aiai Time's steff. At first, his recruiting technique was pure
ualodrama. Lunching with a potential convert to his cause, he wmoulad pointedly
salect & corner te.bla in a 'rastaurant, making a 1ittle drama out of watching the
entrance u:lt.h hlz hack to the vall._ | e é.re aurrounded by wuies and traitora,
he axplained. %ith this mood established, he would describs with thoughtfully
contrived suspense, the pl.tght. of s White Fussisn general in Parls who was srguing
with h:la landlady about the rent, while the two OGPV agents following him kmew
that he louldn't._ be worrying about the rent for very long. To make his last daye
" ocomfortable, they were tempted to tell him not to worry, but they didn?t. A week
later, he stopped into a cab end was chleroformed. The 0GPUlers msant to put the
body on & garbage barge, bat the barge had already left becsuse the general took
so long ‘c.o chlorofom.' They finally cut him in s'mnll piecea and sent him beck to
Bis fatherland via the diplmat.ic pouch. Then 'bhers wae the story of the Barnard
girl who pursued a "lefiist deviation,"” She wag lured to &n old warebouse in
Greenideh ?illaga' and there was bricked up in a wall. (As Chambers was somewhat
vague &8 to the site of the narehouse, 'the body may still be there.)

_ At one rendesvous he accused a writer of hea&ing Time's ""omunist
apparatua" and begged him to racemt. At another, he plaadad with a youngster to
break with hia comrndes. The recipient of this appeal rece.lled, *It aidn*t
patter to him thet I waan‘* s member of the Communist Party. He thought I was, .
_ and he had always considared himself final arbd.ter on these matters. X félt |
the key to his pn‘anoid personality was his feeling of daep personal guilt whick
.he had to wash awey with hie overwhe’lning passion for confession.

n Chambera mvcd up 11___1 ledder, he was in & posit:lon to asaia‘h
ambitious young poopla who responded to his overtures. M‘ter a carefully calote
. ].atod approaoh {a typical opaning gambits *Do you read bistory for plaasure?') ’
he procesded te dauzle a 11kely commrt with his leaming, while holding out

' prouises of promﬁ.on. ‘One new writar, nfter a fi.rst encmmter with Cha.nbers,

retu:-ned to bis offio. uith a amway 1ook in bis eyes. "Whit says that It

o l L .--n-n.mnni‘
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Dangling the hope of becoming & writer before s researcier, he offered to try her
out on book reviews, if she would keep the project a secrst, The main difficulty,-
he explained, was to obtain the took she was to review, Since thé Books office _tw.s.
~&lways kept locked, she must find s way to get the key while the Books researcher
was a't'; lunch., For three dgys she hijacked the key and borrowed the book in the |
manner Chembers had outlined, geewimg increasingly uneasy about the aurraptiﬁous—
ness of his plan. During the fourth lunch hour, .the Bocke researcher arrived st
her desk and pounced on- the book, declaring "Whit said he thoughf you might have it.*
‘With the boldneaa that comes of having 8 miaaion, Chanbers devoted the
ms jor pm't of his early days at 1______ to getting acquainted with his fellow writera. _
First he would pump his trilby, Robert Cantwell, a gentls, understanding sovl with
. & passion for conversation that called fortiz an unburdening responﬁe 111. others.
- Foritified with second-hand ammunition from Cantwell, Chambers would waddle culetly
around the helis, sticking his head into the office of one liberal writer after
' another, sa.ying in 2 low and o:ainans voice, "I know who you are,® This épaech.v:as
ladan with the 1mp1:!.aation, 3 have something on you." Like 2s not the writer so
addressed mld be curiouns enough to continue the conversation wj.th t.he sinister-—
-1ooking 11t‘t3.e men. If this 6id not . uff'ice, Chambters would begin his intallectnal
:atriputeaae, ﬁropning a hint or tmn atbut his OGPD axperiencas, while somc would
tell him 0 get out., nost were ai'fable enough, and in those days writers, researchers
and c-.oov boys felt free to state to Chambers or anjone else how he ér'she felt about
the mrld in ganoral and the 'M.na unit of the llewspaper Cuild in particular,
. It d4d not take Chambers long to discover thut the Guild was a "t.onl o.f
the Gammunist International » Hevertheleaa, ‘he joined, on the principlo that he

eould be moat destructiw "hori.ng froe wit.hin," an apnlic"‘tj.an of his philosophical

31 o uttered many times s:’mce his conversion from {:ommmist to anti-!}omunist;

%1 am gla.a I Was a uuber of the Comnist Party. I have learncd their !mp

nnd T am going to use the:lr t«ochnique against. thon.
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' Flanked by Cantwell and another of his satellites, the late Calvin I".ixx,.
- Chambers had 1ittle to say at Guild meetings. As & new writer, he rightly felt he
eould be most effective addrassi_ﬁg. the gatherings throu@ his disciples who were
thoroughly briefed at pre-ﬁeating conferences, This method had one shortcoming:
shen Cantwell was asked an unexpected guestion fr-om the floor, he would hava_ to
hesitate and bend over while Chambers ihiapared the proper answer, to the mmreét
and delﬁ.ght of ﬁnrsconst:mct_od members. Often Cantwell womld get h:!.maaif inte
_ deéper ua-'ber. Then Chambers would pull at his coat~tails, signalling time for an-
athar huddls, and sometimes jerk him out of the game. | |
While the Guild devoted 1tself to better pay and working conditions for
Time employees, Chamhers and hia two cohorts stuck doggedly at the task of eatpoﬂns
Communists. At these meetings, ‘l:hey would inject resolutions condemning the boviat.
Union or aid to Spanish Loyalists or suggesting the Guild go on record in favor of
the deporta‘_t.ion of Harry Bridges. Those who did ot vote for these resolutions went
inexorably, down in Chambers'!s bock as Communists. | _ - | |
A third Chambers satellite was Samuel Felles, with whom for.a time he
sharad an office. The .cat left the beg one day, when other Guild members :!.n the
~ room heard welles aak, "ghit, are we going to meet so If1ll know whom to vota for |
E at the Guild maeting?"
_ lhsn Ghambers felt ha had another prospect for ‘comreraion," te would
"~ invite the persan to one of his pra-Gu:.ld faction meatings. ﬁhil. he aucmdod in
.ferming sevaral of these ®cells" as he enjoyed caning ther, in different departments_
. of ‘the Luce. organimtion, his personality, plus the mmally childlsh preaentﬂ'bion
of his follawers, domaﬂ. every messure he sponsored in the Guild to failura. The
mabers group waa contirmally on the verge of being ousted from the Guild for none |
payment of chma, but before orucizl maetings would pay up enough to ba al..guﬂt to
vota, It was generally belimd ’t.ha't Chawbers was &t this tiae supplying the z.u
| management with names o!‘ ardent Gulld members. In bis -role g5 a finger-man for
menagement, Chaabers was ‘probably more successful.. | | '
Although mat of Uhmbers‘s colleagues were repellod by this fln.ttory :
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end betrayal pattern, he managed to collect & loyal coterie of dircipies. Oﬁe of

the na..gu'ine's senior sditors todey is an ex-office boy xhom Chambers -bm';'rj,f:.ded. I'.ta'
China expert served hia apprenticoahip under .Chémbers in Foreign Hews, and one of 1‘_____'5

contributing editors, a man .‘wng consldered to be #hit's greav und good friend, 11«;34

P

and perhaps still does in a aottage adjoining Chambers's Merylend farm.
Towards Henry Luce Chembers had a differend t_tpproach. ¥hen. agked to suggest
| gome revigions in s Luce u;_mech, ue responded: ®Your speech iz a simple suthentic. _ |
testimony of the pirlt «es. It 1s & voice which I have seldom been priﬂlagsd 0 hear
you spas.k; and it mﬁa me deeply. I may not int;rude' upon it. &ny flash of Chanber- N
sian p:‘ose wmzld jangle in thias context like a false chord., Nor is 'en-dition’ neaded, |
1 tlxink 4t would be out of place in & spsech whose one rhetorical device i.s its
dialact;!.c suppleness. In short, it is a good apasch becanse it proceeds. from the
spiri*f., and the mode of the Christian spiri‘f. is simplici‘hj'. -Goé bleéa you'-;_ Harry.*

/

Before chahbers gave his first public tesiimony, he went tc Henry Luce for.

zadﬂcn. Luce, battling the shade of Franklin D Roosevel‘t. in the 1948 election CaRe /

/.'. .
companied by Harold Hedina, Jre, a member af gjime's le.gal counael &8 well as by his / |

" patgd, unhesitatingly gave hin his blessing and told hia to tell all. Throughout ‘thq

~ House hearings and the taking of depositions in Hiss's libel sult, Chambers wae &ce

personal attomey. In their fi.rst reporta o:: 'bhe Hms—chambars controversy, ths Luce
napezines were solidly behind thair eaitor. “Someone Wes ly!n{, in hi*“ teeth," Time | _
'mnuuhced. "'It. was clear ‘that on one vi'bal point, it was not !hittaker Chambers who -
was lying.ﬂ Chambers 'I.ooked as unprepossessing as & baker — & calm, pudgy little m o
who kept an old pipe in the pocket of his untidy biue serge Euit.) vhile Hiss was a
’suro-fooﬁd witness, with a lawyerts skill with wordé.“ By the time of the second |
trial, ime had subtly shifted 1ts emphaeie from Chambers to the prosecutor, -rho.inas' |
Hm'phy The final story on the trials reportnd Chambers a weary tarnished man, |
paying, “Hy work 18 finishad.- | _ _ _ _
| Whittaker Chambers's work at Time 1@ finished, but in many departments
nis spirit Mngers om. . ogile
o : o . _ S Harvard Law Library
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Crnas Lenide«the dnms Oory
'?!?rf;z‘m-aa Ry dollvered fo Trerident Trwnn the £irat; ﬂffiaiﬂ-l.
oy of $hele t%-e&""?.;@ whioh almed Yo Alwnw thal t,&m
gavernpent and the ooty wors Lonegoeonbod with sples, thw FBI
arronged Car Yhe desesd ;pote 3o plve notlondd padliclty to s
onuple of 18 Tmeapetn,” Sooverts lettor nanling 'E;Em-m
the Thite ouns wo3 dsted Tesecher 4, 1945 ,l and Hearnt srilcles

h-_-__q—"__"“—-_.
einesing Yo _r:?f the nllesed spy »ings festured In the FOI Look

wore published that pams day. Tuo seremaling hendline was "Red
£ )

Oples Soazht U0 Jet reopaty,

The Joxd artilole wmna Iy f’..ff}‘i‘t';“:ir'*fi s totes z'ts s @¥~comrnanist
/--'—""-“__"__*_'—____‘-'ﬁv——-‘ EYir -

BT
i .
ab
W T mhn wna than one of Meoral's pwfesslonal sntletomcanist writors,
__S‘r.t.,v-' - . ' .
v ,:1-";"': with e ~lent PRI coninols, Mf-*r**ly Fashosre as 61048 an
&.'Ju"’ o a

{1, 1{ oxpose mocnlne viioh heo set o wooord for praveidlng 1ibel mulbsa ) - g
He™ The aebicle E‘ffi‘,ﬁj‘m, sraenty of t; Convendat Inte n:iti«:)ml not only ;
trin’ to stonl geercts of tho atoals hosb, but bribed techniclans -
and angincers to ~1t=t:.i*m Blonspeints of uilitary a;qulpm_nt-imlud--_
ing Jetep z*% sllad alrplines...” Thers followe’ a lurid desorlipe
_timx af tvs ant- ;*“’LW retiorhs of allezed Soviet splesw, Mttiﬁg |

fwzéfg azsentislly the zsgo Luots® ag e &mp«mwm@w Lt
FDXa
The allesnt hend of one of Shese networks wns a forelen One o

glneer nrae”, agcoriling to the NI, Arthur Mlersndroviteh Adnzms.

" The FRI, ﬂrf‘ hﬁ»ﬁ"ﬁfﬁ“m m”‘r’mr"’ L1t “damn resent tly had been
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rod in smmng the secret of the stom bomb. IV seens 1'-#

and that In New York he 'amaci&ﬁaa oponly with ,mmm‘m TP
.mg FuL survelllands as Casanaist Party Just hov .
Adans managed to earry on ge iong without interferonce by tm
FEX iz & matﬁm& that haa never bean moswerd .
slthough hia supposed exploits hove bocoms o mage of the gress
FBI gy bant. It sesma Shst he wan first investigated, ot by
the FBI, but by A 1genocbes fast omttted fron
the Hearst articls and later aocounts. o _
| The otber sllemed spymaster was Andrei Schewchonko, éﬁmﬁ.r
in the FBIYs mrmal as an officlal of the Sovies pﬁmsm _.
BIBNOT fsmwg, who had been "parslculsrly sotlve in atiempiing
o obtaln a.msmgim United Atates Army inforastion regarding -
Jet propulsion.® _

in the same mm'_(mmemy 4) of Hearstia lew Tork pa:m'._ )
ompanion plece wmderlined the politieal purpose of the lesk, -
This article wus hesdlined, “Journal Spy Disclosure Hastens Dee ..
mand for State Depsrtmant Ree Probe” and naserted thet the reves
lations *added new fusl $o the anti-fussinn fire 1ighted by Majs
- (e i!t:rley ‘s charges: that communists mre amplw infiltrated io
the State mwm" It quoted Senator Therry (mmbn&m- |

Congressional Recurd md to press for 2 mpsclal mmittw to in= i
vestigits the Stato Depirimont "from top to botom.® Still
axother article in the seme lagus nrserbed that the 4lsclosares
pad reduced the Daily Sorlmy to & state of “stumed silence,®



The next day, Desesber 5, the Haarst pepers peinted wore

| Hetwork Here Revesled,®

ohnrges sbout communlel syupatl :

Imt» slso found spnce for the fdexw Btory, &3 Lhey |

Liowdng dayw,. On masmmw By ﬂmmm&ﬂw-

{fepablicen-Hichigen) pesd the oripinal Rustuwove artiele into

{ » mﬁ;m%x Recondy and Saantor Mherry QM the semo thm

- on Dogamber 10 .ammmz tiat tha Housn MLlitary Afw
fairs Commlttee call 7. Rigur Hoover “for tenptimony atows fied

mont_agoney had prevented the FRI from nrresting Soviet aples,
{Later, the Comaittes held hearings, but tho testinony was seorets
| After the £irst outpouring in sarly Decesbew, 1945, articlass
about the “atomle spy,® Admms, booume ulmest o PogulAT festure
of the Besrst papess, For instonce, four months later, ia the
| £irst wosks of Maveh, 1946, they printed bws mmnmw:m
articles sbout the then well-knawn Soviet sgenk.

| The oltmex of this;particnlsr publicity canpalgn
Sples osme In Septesber, 1948, just Lefore the presifentisl cems
paizn and Just aiter the publie Lestisony of Chawbors and Bmuspy,r
 when the Coamittes on Un-Ameriesn Ativities publisied & report .
on Soviet saplonnge giving first ploge to Adass and his alleged
petwork, Botmlthstanding the faot that the Hearst press had boen
‘szposing this petworkt for severel years, the Committec's mpnrt
- was o gensstion, It ressived sorn mﬁﬁww ﬁmm and larger
 Firvand Lo 1 ey
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ne8 than the original expose of fhree yours before. From
'_mt tlae, the Adams “apy ring™ bocuss tar ftem onm the
-agondis of e eongrossional wﬂaah hmﬁ W&’hhwaam
" In early Decembsr, 1545, when the Hearst
. Wm@ tha alleged spy rings of Adnas and Bohevehsni
iﬁbﬁm that ths articlesz had the spenific parposs aﬁ' mmm
Blate Department officinle, a5 well as the genersl ; |
bnming up exeltement nbout Sovied euplonnge., IThe articlss :
- stomie eples, Alse, thay weve tled Lo the ohorges (4 foraer i
sasador Hurley and they ralsed the domand that *Reds® in the
%atn Departnent should be investigated by Congrese.
OB Decanber £, 'ﬁwmtmy- ol %mﬁe Eyms denled thet his
: é&p&rﬁw&t had requested ‘zm FOI no% o wrrest op pmwuta
m&am. ® The Heurst now:papors burded tuls oategories) denial
and ezpended dhelr ebnrgoes, asserting *ihas the PBI had been in
daily eommmiention with the Stste Departuent® eoncerning Adans,
that *such arrects mast heve (im peraiselon of the Siate Dew
pariment , that the ¥DI 13,5;%3 roguestad the peraission, wad st
__!&ﬁ&m wos still not uuliw sevent, aliuough the FBI was watching
m 84 hours & 4ny.
' ;wmue, on Devgxber 5, thu Des Mainos
1 ntarg fmm fin Wasldngton Puresn agstrilng that the ﬁusmm
avilials wfw g deliberste *plandt by the FII, and that Lo pude
pose wus to. stir up o congraesional Investigstlon el Stwate Dow
partmont personmel. The FEI was 8xid to be indignant becaise
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 the State Dopmriment wno awamafumhmrm sgym

 iwo State Department offisers involved in the “imsrasia Case® Lk
earlier in 1945 had been oleaved snd reinstated, notwithstanding 't
' ‘gathered by the FBI, J, Bdgar Moovor was *rolisdly
roported o b@ leoking for an aypwtw&ﬁy to alyr tmd evidonce,
Tols srticle olosed with & stotemsnt whieh has sinoe proved
aocurete: |
. *Gesen have boen shadowing State m;mmm pesple for a
' .lm ‘u.m aid tho story planted in Bew Tork is regnrd
At open Mﬂtmian ts Congress to ask the FOI whasd A% has wie
mmm. | |
m articios in the ﬁ@a
af miat Hsover m& up to, laut it omitted two vital mm B
dently the writer 414 not know that the PRI search for “Reds in -

tusn beginaing, Furtheraore, be overlosked the reslly major
'wrmas vatwoon the State Depariamnt end the FBI, which was
not Uw Amerasin ensge, but the conbwol of foreign intelligenca. :
‘Boover had long wmnted centrol of those operstions. He had lost
out during the foozevelt stninfetretion, when the O3S was set wp
as an indepondent ogency. (This perbeps oxplains why Hoover's -
-__ﬂrat 1iss of susposted “Soviet oples in goVEIrnasnt *eein m m
| _mt to the White Houws un November 8, i34Se«gontained a prepons |
derasce of 053 pames.) In the ¥sldl of 1945 1t sppegred that he
‘was alout ta lose & second time and thet the Trusan sdministrotion
would give the propoged pormanent fﬁ&i;gn intelligence agenny to
$he 'mw Dapurtmont. Doosase of this g"_‘@w burasmyentis Iam\,_' -
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ths FBI undoubtedly deriwd politicel s sell as burcsucraiic Eotise
rﬁg}hm in spreading gtories about *Heds® in the m»m n@p&m&
| aviad % on the 3%ate Departaent's now Resesrch ami Inballim
- gencs Sagtlon and the Office of International Infornation 2nd
Cuitural Affalrs began parly in ma&w‘gm the Hearst press with the
warning that 1t would be af%tal&mim mpaﬂima and fore~ )
amamta& the shsorption of ihe Fedarsld Puresn of Xn’veaugagwm

By lsrch, 88 mi;gm; be axpaetaﬁ, assertoed nm Jmmlngs* nt
%laywa of the new %tata I)&pmrtwnt intelligence wnil werae rm
‘ina Jaumalwmﬁcm atw under tha nmadlim “Domand Dyrnes Ouat

Pro-Reds*s™ And the rumning stiack on 085 contimaed in the SAmRq
aptiicle, together with the warning that mosbers of tho House mnmy

Mfam urge the War Department ngainst the interchange of

intelligence with the State Depariuent, B

Finally in April, 1946, Wm N xm

dawyer, msigned as head of the Ressarchrand Inie
_ the Department of $ tste because & vshawp differences in opinlon
' had arisen over the amm_z&tma’ of the Gepartmsnt's intelligense

fanstion, "l?

%, In the end, neithor of the two agmdi&a won control of
mmm intelligence; the Tmuman aduiuistration established the .
Genx.ml Intalnganae mamy {GIA) &8 an independent bodys
: A% the tine thoy mmtigateﬁ the publicity sbout Adems, the - .~
~ ¥BI were m'iting in their hoak that ha was probably still angasoe -
in atomic esplonage, Ihe ;ma@n they gove was not, however, very

convinaing:
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izt Adans hes beoen vary inactlve in pecent monthe an rw

E&s eonk sets with individusls outside the office of mmaw Rooond

%ives of the MOKP thet Mp:mn&mﬂ relating o the stomlc bomb 15
,is

m_ ﬂm 1 mgaﬂ pf the 90 vie 2 6% the pmmt thsss.

- lw
men work in @ig;m-ahm“ mm:a, gn@rdi.mg ag,minﬁ"’t = escapa.*ﬂ
Emmrma.ﬁ&a, Adsmg vanished, Just when this boppanad s nevey
beon, dividzed, but it well may heve ogouired while r.m nations

wmvza puklieclty esmpuign ntout bim was In full w:!.n.,,
The allegsd opy rings ai‘ Adans and memnka, 88 deaorl

hy iha ¥BI1 and the Hearst prods in late 1943, included a lsrge
 puzber of other permons,  I6 remulans to ﬁ.m;uim wuother say m‘.’ R

these was ever indleted or convicted of the ﬂs;ﬁiamgza am,.,,ml..
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C The sngwer 18 Llmd ne such Megad &-wt_i&m was pyer token agolns
auy of the allsged sples, sither by the Dvmecyelle o the Suls
‘besding Nopubliean uiminiatration, notwiiastonding the satogorical
fmﬁw of e FOI ebarges, Une of the moguse’, & sﬁa&mﬂm, m
. wms For contonyt off Songress, alter Lo hed delonded *ﬁ.mmif hg’
mwm the Fifsh Seendment, but b2 wss asquitiad, | |
In this rospest, W FOI m&ma about mam ﬁm aliagm&

”m rings wns wyplecl ol the entlrd By hent. The FBL aharges
whre el b&w;‘ en avidonga m'gimus goald stend uwp in court,  The
spy Sund was essentially & pabllcliy ppomation, and the am&ma
| ax Jegel ymf_fim beak up the chnzges wan only & Jiner imnm.i

“eHuman Wﬁmts“ ﬁa’wmww is Tipped Off
For mshy yeors ;wiw 4o 1945 tha Heprat p&apam had bﬂnn 2
rmmﬁ wodium of thw FBEI, becmase Hesrst mnd Hoover had simllay
ifisas &5 to wWant was good mu&i:z;; matter for the Smerlcemn ;mh:uc,_
But it must mot be supposed that Hoover gonfined himself to the
Bearst ¢hain when he gt out to use the press to oreate the
proper asacaplance ria:- hi sam@w&ly tag-mammiﬂ
espilonage. For instance, i atwy -m&ut Adons was xa.lﬁsa mhliam
'.i.n smrter fors by amr mxp&gzm. \
. The FBEI'S spf loak)was not officially sirsalated uatil
'nmm- 4, 1943, It wan, sccording %o Mmrmy-ﬁmwl Brownell, -
*a secrot and highly lsportant repozi.” Put 1t was not “seeret®
in any meaningful sense. Even obscure publicsilons were tipped a |
off abput its gontents, Mefore anyone oxaept the FEI had zoon 4%,
and they wore 8180 told wWhat klnd of gampaign was being inltisted, ©
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*&m* for ommapls, the 1lstle-kivwn Snshington newalebter of
I‘.:.wb-‘-ﬁt pe*mﬁ enlls? "Human Syenis.* It sesas o mg&m&mﬁ .
;é_ﬁ,mm:@ iﬂmmtim, presusadly Srom the FPI, sevems) M’W-
__-"E?acmzwr 8, 13—615; 155 Inmae publishet that weok pmmwé thai{
“that there ms going to be & ¥igrous senreh for the ned W
Soluwm® in the Stabe, Trensary snd other d@par%mma.;

. 8% eourse, we now know thut the predietion wms mmw. :
| "v&@mq senrah 444 tnde plase; 1t took the fomm of o mpp kma;%;
m:m mas lsstod for more than ten wyears, We alse Enow thak t?;w
@m foviet esplonage vhich the PHL had st written con-
tuine? the nawes of & oumber mr State Dopsrtasnt ol flcisls m
ti*m’a Fies was ene o tmm m*’:mm We nlso low ek aw
_Qmamarm wnrions Treaswry ofPleinls, including Harry Dexe
ter Tnitn, a® mombers of tovist esplonage rings whish had
sldogedly Teported to Pentley, Thos, “Duan Dvents* mmed the
two departnoits of government shire the wnin PRI spy targeis were
then mowing. o o ' -

I¢ there was any tmt& to the chsrges in Hoover'a veport of
Hovexber £7, 1945, one such stutement as thwt published in *Tomen /
"'%’mg:ms* mould have b&w sulfiotont $o alert an ssplonapgs organis
x;i;lm & second yete one. The Spy rings dimetly ;aamm ..
% by the published simtsaents would almost sertalnly have been
m&ﬁ to disband and oeame ammting. The antim 2ovies cspmm
_.appamm mulﬁ have bLecoms mmch zora aimmspac‘t, tenporarily
a$ leass, ﬁms. the aflect would have bewn to meke 1t Mnnihla
‘to Getect current esplonnge. If the FAI 419 oot bave enough -
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- evidence to arrest the numereus sples named In Zovesber, 1945,
it nlsost certsln thak

the emsulng gubliaity'ammpazgn made
dliﬁﬁlﬂ edditlonal wull be obtained,
" 1p sllithts is plain to & Isyman, 4% muSt have been well
‘understond ty Hoover snd nls lleutemts, Whe had bed long ex
7@@?&@%&& in countor-ogpinatgs. :Ea§§.$$'uu have sesny the facte
;imﬁiﬂata thmt the PRI was not 8 vietis of the apy leaks In She
Iatter part of 1948, but that, on the contrury, the sgency
Emﬁﬁivuly |
" tmat concluston 1s to be drawn from this behovior? In tho
£irst plnee, one 13 forved o conalnde thet st $ho vamy-gggz;;f
of his spy tomt, Hoover wnlned nesspaper pablicity about Soviet .
sples far more highly than aetusl evidencs against them, He
must have knowa that ha enuld not have both. If Toover mad his
shief aldas had thousht in Jovesbey, 185, that there was &
ahsnes of eotoiine any of the inmumerabls alloged sples *in the
aot,* 16 13 troed to beslliew that they woald hove talarataé~alat'.
alone instigntode—-the lenks nnd publicity which bogsn them and
saon bogane a&mm&npl&a&. Uno mist chraluda tﬁwt Hooyer ﬁi& ot
hﬁi&avw The FII was 1ihaly L aLtmin eviﬁrnc& of currant egyianagn

promoted this mewspsper mblleity. .

;by any of the sceused, o
I thls was the sitituds al the Wwp of the FII at the begine
fn&mg of tholr great spy amt, the pomsible explanmtions are |
H=ited., The {irst explamation, san namrit&tiﬂ ts the FEI, 13
thet thoy Inew thet all the spies mamed in their Luok had mlresdy
Ih&am\alartﬂﬁ snd wora lying low. Dub 1 thiz wnz the fect, one h
quvgiﬁifxvlllr:braw '
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£inds no hint of 4% in e memorandum of Novazber 27, 1045, On
the contrery, the whole tenor of thd book/was thad Soviet ese
plonnge was then bolng int@xm:&fma and that mast of thmﬁ Mm»m
vare a-m'mntly angaged in mszficxmgw. m & rosding of @ h:i,_
tue ordinsry mx*mﬁ éﬁmm hiavo b@lim'm thst mony arrests veys

imsiuent, Ahorefore, 1t.1s hord to sscept thls more charitahle
explanation of tho behaviar of the FBI chtefs. One is ariven to
ponelule thot Hm the cuiset of the spy hunt Hoovar and hls 3.1@'_
tenmts did not really believs that the p@npla they were zmm&ing‘
wore Soviet mpims; ani t‘w@: Gﬂﬁ.@ﬂ&ﬁ%ﬂm they. bad no hope of m 4
testing ssplonnges, OF owmsn, this mam have bmn um amcmt
tb;zt__ml_{a‘t titwle in ﬁrm top schelon of tha FBI i timy had c:m-n
costed the spy stord :md soached pliablae infamm 1o rapest
them, If such vas the case, one would expect this hidden but .
.v'z..‘)... SLhibada ould affect the amﬁmﬁ of the apy hmt. In a
bonn Sids cou tﬁMﬁrlﬁa’l 0 @;&:m“im, ;ami*ity would by Q0N
plataly Jastructive, Wui I___pﬂ?;lmstty to the FRI sven in this mmm‘-g
. foaking was sought, as t:m FBI nesded inspived "public” plaudits .~
to Justify its mmmmﬁm&r budget.  Anothor osbjective was tb
establish v tiz.% aontrt;l wené!ill mmllig-zmw operatlonn of this:

governusnt, snd thirough pu.bliaity to destroy "competing® mw:&m
gence and saanrity agenclen,

bl S Gl M%W el 5 40 0
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l. *Intarlocking -E:nwﬁrmm, Part 18, o mw.
8 Hew York Joarn n, Deesabor &, 1945,

3.  Lxzserpts frez the FUI assorandun of foveuber 87 3.%5 wnw
ceralng those iwo palinres heve baon putllished Qy 2
a_..':_'«.--& in the followlng ;
LG a0 JODYERADION I8 GOVIREME Pt 18
Ppa 1OTT«8, Do lﬂu’l. p. 10625 Bapt 18, PP» ll?M. A mOre
ezimpelive nooount of ﬁuimfa‘ a aren esplonnge is get forlh
in the “BLIORT f.::r’: 553‘1:"1211‘ B ”IO}%E &"“E‘ m In SORNBOTION
KITH THY AT0R DoW hy' the Sommith L gn Up-imericon Activi
ﬁatww R, 19483, This Teport 18 a fously based on ¥4
nutaTind MR tho t‘mmiﬁtem f&l&.w sm uﬂu&l Praw
tive i mmfml Mt %o nt;trimw any of 1%y inforasting to
g"‘ waile golng out of 1ts wuy to waﬁ fnko the publie
mﬁé ;;Mtas of & mc*e&t Elitery Intelligenoe port. {See
Pa Al

fe gee the accomnt on $he alove mport of the
- yitden Sommities.

InterLed %mwit
saries en TaNAnN

_'5. Zee ppe 187-8 of the aupe m;m}?&.
6e wm@mmm E‘utzméman,’* et A5, 1{_}5&
7w B ZoTR Toupnals’ 1948,
8. _gx__:_z,, Dacspber £, 105,

W
)

FF ?

» 1245,

Decaaber 6, 1945,

was repexted in tha
' 1‘36.5. The Nerister

5 ':r:

- relerring obvio t

¢ put thet be bad “of m:mx, cﬁigﬂlﬂsmﬁm nataﬁ N tmt his m:ti- o
vities hnd nothing to do with the atozle bozlb, and that the m
uad deliberately dmzzed in thst mubjuoct to meke 8 more tempte .

ing mworgel for Congress, The Hearst paper roplled by prelende

m that the unnamed porson was Adamy, Who war oA ;:rimm porson
had ho diplnmtia status, _
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Pige % - Pootnotes (Press leaks: The Adess Story and Rumm Bvents)

tntarlonkine Sybversion, P «rt Uy p. 1170
12, Report (a%?nit.) on 3 oviet Faplomnge Activities, Septembenr
~M.g # -
Yours ister, one yeteran Washington newspapermen, it has been.
reported, was tipped off that Arthur Alezmndeoviteh Adams way
an interdepartmontal honx, A4 pre-war (¥orld ¥ar II) dlrectlv
on- Inteliigence and Securlty gave all msm&lﬁﬂiﬁy 4o the FR]
. exeept in the rield of atomls securily. 4iki3 we3 regserved [
© ap agoney than known 83 the BEanhatton District, Any loads on’
sples after ntomic secrots wore to be furpod over %o ihe securl
seetion of tio Manhsitan District. Delieving that the ¥BI had’
1eads o nd wore *holding oui®, the sesurity section of Nanhatl
District vrested Hr. Adamd, snd quite an unsistakable Aink %0
sstomlic” secrets and domestic comnmpists, Iy, Adams WAS ol 0Xe
pericncsd, voteran private wiick® who accopted this assignment
for patriotic roasons - and piy. He was briefed, gliven soms:
. -urosted semieclissified *documents®, corxmmist contacks, and ©
adopted on his own, 2 thick Rusaisn accent. The FBI apparently
aia shadow Hr, Adoms who had some protectlon from arrest from,
the Msnhattan Dlstrict, perhaps channeled through the Stute
Depariment, Whether tne FBI turmed this *hot™ suspect over %o
the Mantatten District may never be known, but at sowms polnt,
 the nacessity for “ir. Adoms® ovaporated - and 5o 4id o - eRe
cept, a;parently, from FBI files and the Foaarst NOWIpLperss - . f

)

' 820, See—tiw statement of Senator Therry to the Jenate, December
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named Franklin Spier and his wife. Chambers himselr calls them  ~
| leftists, Lhough, as pointedlﬁﬁt eariier, they were mild liberala.
But in Cheambers?’ vocabuléry, leftlism 1is coequal with Communism,
and the home of ieftists_uould hardly be the place to begin es-
tablishing & character for condervatiam. o -
He pad, horaovar, beon ofdered to 1live in Raw Yérk; 850
%&ﬁﬂmnmzeéz;ﬁhe cauntry was not consistent with what he-toila 
us was his attituda et the time: "ﬁhatevef I wes told to do was
a military order, and I must obey it as such. //g}¢#
In'the Fall, however,'along with many New Yorkers who spend o
summer in the country, Chembers returned to the eity -~ %o “’g};eyx”/

T
Wuﬂi@,orders ‘now that the summer's heat was paste

_ In Witness he declares thet he rented a furnished apartmant
1n Greenwich Villege, and left the meil box and the telephone in

the landlord's neme &s & aecurity Measure . Facelsssly disappearing R

into & part of New Xork where hg was well-known for his raucoua
drunkennaés and'disorderly behavior would have been feat endugh;_:
'apart-from-thé difficulty of being faceless at all; with a face
memorable fbr its carious'teeth. But it is fair.to agks ﬁhat
kinﬂ of landlord wask it who would consent. to thia irnegular arrange- _'
ment? The landlord, he says, knew that Ghambera was & Communlst |
(he was under orders not to be known as one, remember); and Ghambers__
trusted him baoause he was "making his first tremuloua l}lﬁlﬁ&l :
aplnshea in the great laftward 1ntellectunluMﬂ1ﬁimwfor tho 30'5.
borne up, more cheerfully than moat, by a buoyant diaplacemﬁnt of
"9 ' '

Scotch and soda,"

9, Witnes.a ‘}%0\ 54 CU:'.TW P/J 2.3
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. The implication seemé to_bé thet the man drgnk tbo much,'
and 1t 1s to be wondered ﬁhat.the diaéiplined "Bob" could be 80
trustful. But, much more than that, the story is & piece of artrul
'concealment. The apartment was not rented from some obscure land-
lord, Chambers shered the ExX place with Robert Cantwell and his
.family, and the Canﬁwella had subleased 1% from Slater Brown.

-Soth these nemes will prasenﬁly be given their significénoe.. In
1948, dhambérs told the House Un-American kctivitiéé Coﬁmittée,thgt
' Cantweil had.?isiﬁed'him-at the Village apartment. That is devious
use of the truth, and the intention, apparehtly, was 'ﬁo_ protect
Cantweli, who latér bécame an edltor of Iime and helﬁed Chambers
‘get his Jjob there.. A further iﬁtention would bé_to play-down
Cantwell's past radicélism,-for.he was one'of the writers amctive

| in the Leagua of Profeasional Groups for Foster and Ford in the

1932 presidential campaign. Slater Brown, another.writer, also
figured in that'organization'and later becmme an editor of'New

Messes. Nelther was proper company for & man under orders tp stay
-W&Vmﬂ&ﬁﬂPTmﬂLFSULQUdmdf ot

. away I‘rom left-wingars, at,@g.muu% A &\g, end | ?}JGO’YLM bl fr{@j

The truth is he made no attempt to "disappear s a person”
at sil, Ho was more in evidenee than e ver, meeting boon companions
in the bars and elsewhere, using hls own name and;making no attempt

at disgulse. The slimplest disguiae, probably, would have been to

have his teeth fixed. ,a«)_“ Jon IR fdii,z_% : _ '
g For a tima,to be sur;:héggz;gsa_on Staten Ialand under.the

'_name of "Arthur Dwyer" and had a telephona in that name, But the

alias was po;ntleas, Tor at ths same tima his wifb was. recaiving
prenatal care at & clinic on hast Fiftieth Street,‘Nanhattan, |
under the name of Mrs. D.W. Chambers, - She Hould;.ons'imaginns,
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take the ferry ab S5t. George as Mrs; Arthur Dwﬁer and land in
- Megnhattan dropping the need f0r disguise aﬁd becoming'again
Mrs. Chambers. _

The alias of Dwyer was abandoned altopether when the
Chembers family moved back to the Spiler farm, the next aummar,.'
‘where they had always been known by their real name.

After an entire year deep in the communlst uhdergrdund,
Chambers resumed his legal name, end iIn some inexplicable fashion,
. managéd to avoid detection - and keep in touch with tls vast spy
apparatus without a talephone - for the Spler farm still had none.

In ths Eall, after the birth of their first child, the .
Chamﬁers a&duiped & telephone ‘in their new apartmant, and again-"
.disguise'was dropped for they were known as'Chambera. .Chambafs
recalled that they shared & hall telephone with othsr ‘rooms orl
'the dilapidatad castle near the Georga Waahington bridge.

In the-apring, the Chambers family moved back %o Lynbrook
and remalned there for aeveral months prior to their appearance
in Baltimore. Chambers' feme in the town of Lynbrook was such
that he dld not attempt &n alias, and once again, the Communist
courier would return to the Loqg Island village where he has spant.

his youth, uhare he attempted no_aliag, and whare_he was known as

Whittaker Chambers --—shew

Be made mystaries, as always, but Ghambers? acéua;ntances.
wers uséd'to them by now; aome'old acquaiﬂtancea'ramambeé.thaﬁ,
when be was well on in drink, he would darkiy hint that he was
'doing 1mportant work for the Communist International, and ha 11ked
to be thought of a a "C.I. Rep“-(Rppreaentative). This 1s_aurely

tho'atrnhgest spy in history, who hid out in public and secretively
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‘gave away his most important sacret..

- He solves the problem for himself by omitting everything
he really dld while he wes mllegedly about his sinlster work for
the Rusaiang, s&nd diséoses ahedd‘of tims of the refutation of thosa
ﬁho knew him by saying that shortly after his dlsappearance, there
‘were "a dogen liberals who, in the great whispefing.gallery of
New York City, soon knew that I was engaged 1n-soﬁé kind of under-
ground work." / 0 |

_ It 1s no rdfutation, as two further. episodaa will show, 1f
the evidence alweady citad ‘has not already done Bo. "Underground
workers,” Chambers «irtss, "were absolutely forbidden to drink.”//” '
He contradicts that statement even'within Witness, as will later _.II
be seen., But it is amply contradicted by people uhc-é%é%gier him
from the days, between 1932'and 1934, when he mede a hsngout of
various bars on South Street located conveniently nesr the ferry,

- when Chembers was living in Statenllsland.: Meny of the habitues

of these bars and Greenwlch viliagé bars weré left-ﬁihgefs, and

- they ramsmber.Chambers'as a ffee-loadef who sought éympahhy - and
 drinks -- by hin’cing that he was dolng some kind c€ secret work.

The second episode is told by Hatthew Josaphaon, author of
 Stendahl and other biographies. historisl wOrka and novels, and

it took place when Chambers wes staying at the Greanwieh Village-
_apartment of the Cantwells. In March. 1933, Joaephson went to the
apartmant, exclited over the news or the juat announcsd Bank Holidey,
ono of the dramatic anti-depression measures of the Rooaevelt ad-
ministration. Josephaon told this writer that at first he was
refuaed admittanca to the apsartment; he could hear aounds of acuffling

and heated argumsnt 1nside. But after some moments,-he wes allowed
e T s b 2D e M T . AR IEL .
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to enter. From under the be & dirty and disheveled figure emarged
and wes introduced to Joaephson as Whittaker Chambers., The Gantwells"
explained thet Chambers was "in hiding." |
Josephson, though interested, was more interested in dis-
cussing the natlonwide bank closinga. As soon as he-hbard_the news,
the unknﬁpt Chambers shouted; "It's come =~ it's come! The revo-
- lution 1is hers! Tomorrow the Village will see barricadés in the
streets. The cobblestones will come up." Cantwell too seemed
pleased at the news and in agréemant with Chambars about'tha neaf-
ness of the revolution. Joaephson had other views. He told them
he himself was going to takn what money nhe could scrape togehber
and buy stook, being convinced that an inflation would.result.
Chambers, bearing es many of his teeth as were not already bared,
denounced Josephson as & "bourgeols spy." The incident has stayed |
~ fresh 1n.the blographer's mind as being one of several that con—:
vinced him that he would never be happy ﬁith the Communists,
This is .a sordid record, and it is not to be wondered that
Ghambers auppreased it in bis book and at the Hiss trials. He

was not under ground at 811 he-was under the bed.
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