New York 7, New York

March 28, 1946

PERSQIAL AND CONIFY#:TITIAL

7

Director, FBI

Re: VHITIARER CHAMBER3S
INTERNAL SECURITY -~ R

*

Ps2r Sir:

On March 26, 1946, tr. J. C. STRICKLEND of the Bureau telephonically
advised Mre. CGIROY tuat the Director was desirous of having WHITTAKER CUANZERS
of the oditarial atafl of Pias l'agazine, interviecwed in connmction with lal -
mation provicusly findiohod by CHANDIRS eenceradng ALGER HISS of the Sluie De-
partmente It was desired that this ofrice ascertain whelber CUANBLIS would
objsct to the wse of his name in tha furiher developmsnt of Informaticn COTes
corning HI0S and hir activities ond also to deternine 1f CHAIGERS viculd co will-
ing bo testify as to nis inouledge of HISSY connsctions wita the Communist Fariye
T4 wild be recalled that GHITTARDR GLalBERS was intarviewed by ADOLF BrAlL cf
the State Drpsrtment during Septemivsr of 1933 st nhich time CHAMBENS rovealed
certain informovion concerning tae Commnist wderground msversnt in Washinglon,
9. C. and idenbified c=rtain parsone actively asrociated with the Commwnist
Periye fuong thoce pwsd was ALGLR HISS. A typesviiten copy of Ire BEFLE 2
notoes was furnishiad to the Now Yori: CIfice #rd the information thersun concerns
ing HISS 19 charscieriwcd as follunzs

"Alpor Hian, As2tt. to Sayre - CP - 1927
AR jtember of Lhia Underground Coa. - Active
Bzltimore boys =
Tiifo ~ Priscills Hisa - Socialist -
EBarly days of Now Doal.

"honald Hiss, (Philippine Advimar) lember of C.P. with
~ Pressman & ¥ilt « Labor Deptt. - Ass't.
to Frances Perkins ~ Farty wanted him there -
to eend hin as arbitrator in Bridgoa trial -
Broucht along by brother,

CH/SBERS waa Dirst intorviewsd by Agente of the New York Office on

March 13, 1942 and the rceult of this interview is set forth in the New
il OrERTY OF 1B
Thin comdutizl report and ita
coptonin RreNaaned 1o yon by e
1] and e pot 1o be distribated
ontade of eeucy W whidh josued,
R
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when IIS5 errived, they had dinnor togother at his home and then
talked with him all nt ht lonz in an effort to persuado him to leava the
Party. le stated that with tears streasdins down his fuce, :HI5$ had refuced to
break with tie Ccrsundst and had jpiven as his reason for not. breaking
his loyally Lo his fricuds omd orinciples. CHAMBIRS stated his reason in
roing to 1155 in order to ret hda Lo break avay froia the Cowanist Porty
was Lhat he persenally thousll an awful lot aboul HISS and considered him
an intellicont and deconds yeany wan viaiose betior judrment should have led
him Lo break vith s Coaonist soverments  CHALGTHS pointed out in his
opinicn, cae of the gtrensest reasons for H153S' maintaining contact with
the Cosnmnist farty wan the fanatical loyally to the Couunds? farty on
the part of his wifce”

MO2ULD HIGS 4s a brother of ALGER HISS, and otherwise not Jdentified
by CHMITRG.

ey Antorvion of CIAMEIRS as requested by Hr. STRICKLAID wes deluyed
4% havine been leerned that MNee CIAMUELG was ab his cauntry place near
westmdnsler, Dapeyland and would nob return Lo his officas in Ilew York City
urtil Yeren 2¢, 19406. Lo oJurch 28, 1540, CHAMB L5 wus interviowed by Spceial
Arent BiAS Ge SPUIOER dn hlis ofiice, Xoon 2016, 9 Rockefoller Pluza, llow York
Cilye

AfLer prelisdnary discussion relative to inforantion previcualy
aupplied by CUATBRES concerning 17,5, he related thav his sctual hnowled;se of
HI55¢ selivilies congerted the pericd shortly proceding 1937 and he waiz unavlo
to cluborate on any inforiation concarning HIS3! cowection wiln the Coranist
Party or Couwanist {rout orpanizations other tihen what he veported at the o
he was interviewed on iarch 13, 1942 wnd arain on ifay 10, 195. Tae information
develeped froa CHCUBLES in those tvo cages arc set rorth above. le recalled
that ofter 1657 hoe was of course no lonser sctively associated with ihe
Coasvunist Porty snd siuce e was actlvely enfunod in his assceiation with the
Pime Yapazino i hoad logt all contact with ALGTA 11155 and tho anly information
et ho hag concorndng hla lo Lhet wideh hies appsarcd recently in the varicus
pewspapers whick huavo atizapled Lo altach him in soxzeway to the Commnist

Party., lie clatéd thal ao a matter of fact he hos zbsolutely no inforsation
that would cenclnsively prove {thiat HI5S held a mesbership cerd in the Corunist
Party or thet he wes an actual dues paying wesber of the Cusmndst Farty oven

while he was active prior te 1927. il voluntcorad that he knew thal in 1937

41,5 wag fevorably impressed with tae Coamnist moversnt and wias of the presont
opinion that 1115 sLill was of the sarme beliefs, He indicated that he dld not
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wave any documentary or other proof to substantiate this belief and based it
solely upon comments made by various tashington and New York ncwspaper
writers.

In view of the information supplied by Confidential Inforpant’

&8 vhosc identity is known to the Burean, on arch 18, 1946, indicating

that HOVARD BUSHIOHFE, of the dlew York Journal-smerican is alleged to have stated
that "some Commie in the State Department had rc¢leased the information and

that he wanted to go on record that it was Alger Hiss. Thatl lilss was probably
running the ftate Department and that Rushmore had a witness who vorked at
Time Nagazine who would get on the witness stand and stale that Hiss pald

dues to the Communist party for a period of three years", CHALBERS was again
asked if in any of his past activities he had any documentary evidence or any
indepencdent recollection that HISS was a dues paying nember of the Coamunist
party. MHe again stated that he had no such inforretion and that if he did have
this information he would be more than glad to supply it to this Burcau. He
further remarked in previous interviews with Agenis of this office that he

had never purposefully held out any information and had always been forthright
in relaying any inforration that he had in which the Bureau had shown an interest.

CHAIRE!S was then asked whether he would object to the use of his
name in the further development of information concerning ALGFR HISS' alleged
Communist activities and he was desirous of knowing if we had any particular -
person in mind who we intended interrogating in which the use of his narme
might be beneficial. He was informed that at the present time we did not
have anyone in mind but vwere simply desirous of knowing whether he*would object
to the use of his name in the cvent an investigation of HISS!' activities was
insligated sometime in the future. He thm stated that if a certain amount
of discretion was used in the uce of his name he did not sce how he could object
to tnis procedure. He volunteered that he of course had made a mistake in his
youth in embracing Communism and that ever since 1937 when he broke away from
this type of activity, he felt that he owed a serious debt to this country and
that the only way that he could pay it off was to do everything in his power
to expose Commnism in this country. He stated that he has since 1937 denounced
Cormunism to the point that whenever his name is mentioned in certain circles
he is referred to as a "red baiter®., He volunteered that in his own organization
there are some people who have a liberal attitude towards Russia and that his
name is Ppoison”, ' ' ~

CEAIBFRS then stated that if the Bureau was of the opinion that at this
time the use of his name might be beneficial in obtaining definite information
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regarding HISS' Communist connections he would not object to this pmrocedure;
however, he strongly suggested that if we did contemplate this that we so
inform hime. He again stated that this he would leave to the discretion of
the Burcau.

He wag then questioned as to whether he would be willing to testify
as to information be had previously suppli=d the Bureau with reference to his
knowledge of HISS' activitiss and any subsequent information regarding HISS
that came to his attenticn. He replied that if he were called to testify he
did not see how he could refuse to do so. He remarked, however, that he
wag hopeful that i thils eventuality came to pass the hearing would be a closed
one. In conclusion he stated that he has a great amount of reapect for the
confidence which the Bureau has exhibited in information which he has already
furnishsd. He stated tbat he 1s of coursze extremely anxious Lo keep his position
with Time Magazine and mould appreciate it if the Bwreau would consider hiu
position if the Burecau declded to use his name in connection with an investigatior
of H15S or in the event he was called upon to testify. CHAMBERS was receptive,
cordial and cooperative and it 1s felt that if the Bureau decidsad to conduct
an invostigation of HISS' Communist activities that CHAMBERS will agree to
anylhing within rcason,

Very truly yours,

E. E. COMROY
SAC

ce 6514603



