COMATUNIST ESPIONAGE oG5

itgs of Lenin T thonght T had found the answer (o the gquestion. What
to do?

In 1937 1 vepudiated Marx” doctrines and Lenin’s treties, Experi-
ence and the record Lad convivced me that communism is a form of
totalitariminsm. that it> triumph weans slavery Lo wen wherever they

fall under its sway, and spivitnal mght to the Lunin mind and soul.
1 vesolved to break with (he Communise Party at whatever rick Lo 1y
life or other tragedy Lo myseli o my fnmh Yet, so strong is the
hold which the insidious evil of commnisty secores on its diseiples.
that I conid =11l say to someone at the time: "1 know that I am leaving
the winning sice for the losing side. hut it is better to die on ihe josing
side than to Tive wuder communism.”

Fora yenr I lived m hiding. steeping by day and watehing through
(he night witlh gun or revolver within eNsy waLh That was what
undle 1"‘Iulllll] COMIUNING couetd de to ome man iu the peaceful United
“'ldlc's m 1he year 1S

I had sound reason for supposing that the Commumists might try
to kil e, For a number of vears | lid myself served in the under-
aroumd, chiefly in Washipaton. D, " ‘The heart of my veport to the
1 nited Hrates Government Lnnxhlml nl' a deser lplmn of 1he 3 pparitns
to which | was attached. It was an nuderground organization of the
Untted States Communist Party developed. to the hest of ny knowi-
edge. by Hurold Ware, one of (he souz of the Communist teader known
as “Motlier Bloor.” I kuew it at its top level, a group of seven or so
men, from among whom i later vears certain members of Miss Bent-
ley’s nrtvmnz.\non were np]nleutl\ recrnited. The head of the wder-
-rmtuul aroup at the rime [ knew it was Nathan Wilt, an attorney for
the Nationzl Labor Relations Board. Later, John Abt became the
leader, Lee Pressman was also a member of this gronp, as was Alger
Hiss, who, as a member of the State Dv]),\lllnwnt later or g-lmlcd the
conferences at Dumbarton Ouks, Sap Fraveisco, and the United States
side of the Yalta Conference.

The pnrpose of this group at that time was not primarily espionage.
Hz original purpose was the Commuunist infiltration of ihe American
Government, 1ot espionage was certainly one of its eventnal objec-
tives. Let noone be snrprised at this statement.  Dislovalty is a matter
of princ 1|v]c with every member of the Comumntst Party. The Com-
munist Party exists for the specific purpose of overthrowing the
Government, at the uppmtnne time, by any and ‘111 menns: and each
of its members. by the Taet that he ts & member, is dedicated to this
purpose,

It 1s 10 years since I broke away from the Commmmist arty. Dur-
ing that deeade T have sought to live an industrions and God-feur g
life. At the same time | have fonghit. commmutan constantly by act
and written word. T am proud to appear betore this committee. The
publicity inseparable from sich festimony has darkened. and will no
doubl continue to darken, my effort to integrate mys=elf in the com
munity of frec men.  Bul that j 1% asmall price to pay if my testimony
Jielps to make Aniericans recognize at last that they ave al grips with
a secret, sinister, and enormously powerful force whose tireless ur-
pose is their enslavement.

At the same time, 1 should bke, thus puabliely, to call upon all ex-
Communists who have not vet declared themselves, and all wmen within




